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DEAN’S PersPecTive

Even as we are experiencing a profound economic crisis that affects, in one 
way or another, all of us, no one doubts that even in a recession there will be a 
need for physicians. To meet this need, especially in our home state of Nevada, 
we are committed to maintaining and growing an academic center in which 
physicians can learn their profession. I consider it an honor to serve such an en-
terprise. I am particularly excited to see the relaunch of our magazine, Synapse, 
in honor of our school’s 40th anniversary this year. This issue is a little smaller 
than the magazine you may remember holding in your hands years ago, but we 
will see it grow as resources become more available.
   A synapse is, of course, the critical communication link between nerve cells, 
and serves as a metaphor for this magazine to establish and foster a close con-
nection between our faculty, alumni, staff, students and external audience. We 

want to present a balance of informative stories about the research that is going 
on in our school, the academic pursuits and the clinical activities—in Las 
Vegas and Washoe County, as well as rural Nevada. 
   For alumni who may have been away from Nevada for years or decades, I 
hope to convey the vibrancy and dynamic growth of this medical school since 
its inception in 1969. For those of us who work and teach and learn in this 
school, I hope that Synapse will be informative about what is going on in parts 
of the school with which you are not closely involved on a regular basis. 
   Our alumni association has been most remarkable in its enthusiasm and 
ongoing dedication—I want to thank you wholeheartedly for helping make 
possible the resurrection of Synapse and for your loyalty and support in so 
many ways through the years. I suspect that you—our alumni—have been well 
aware of something I have picked up in my 13 years of association with the 
school—This is a fabulous enterprise, a miracle of determination and achieve-
ment against many odds, and ultimately, an institution we love.

When I grew up, I was commended for planning to pursue 
a medical career—“No matter what, the world always needs 
doctors,” people said, and they were right.

Honoring a Milestone Achievement

Ole J. Thienhaus, M.D., MBA
Dean, University of Nevada School of Medicine

This is a fabulous enterprise, a miracle of determination 
and achievement against many odds, and ultimately, 
an institution we love.
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Nevada School of Medicine is a story about fighting against the odds. How could 
Nevada establish a medical school without a large tax basis, without a university 
teaching hospital, without patients or teaching physicians, without a unified 
Legislature, or without strong graduate programs in other medical fields? 
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The answer is that it takes dedicated leaders 
committed to providing health care and medical 
education opportunities to Nevadans. The gen-
esis of medical education in Nevada began before 
1930 with Peter Frandsen, Ph.D., who provided 
guidance to more than 40 students by the time 
he retired in 1942. His students included Fred 
Anderson, M.D., Ernie Mack, Ph.D., Louis 
Lombardi, M.D., and Ken Maclean, M.D., who 
became medical leaders in the state.
   Several other players came into the picture 25 
years later when the federal government noted 
a shortage of physicians and provided funding 
for new medical schools. The trustees of Washoe 
Medical Center, now Renown Health, dedicated 
$300,000 to establish a medical school on its 
campus. The next player was the Desert Research 
Institute, which along with Renown formed the 
environmental pathophysiology laboratory at the 
hospital. DRI provided startup costs and Renown 
provided space for George Smith, M.D. and Dick 
Licata, Ph.D. to conduct research on the cardiac 
conduction system.
   After formation of the laboratory the struggle 
began. University of Nevada, Reno President N. 
Edd Miller asked Smith to do a feasibility study 
for a medical school with Dean Tom O’Brien of 
the graduate school. When it was presented to 
the regents in January 1966, it caused immediate 
dissension. 
   Smith received orders to do another study and 
he was ready a year later. Anderson moved to 
“form a two-year school of basic medical sciences, 
taking the first class in the fall of 1971 or 1972.” 
The motion passed 6-2. 
   With the battle lines formed around the new 
school, Anderson and Smith understood its pre-
carious political situation and successfully sought 
Gov. Paul Laxalt’s support. The politics of medical 
education in Nevada spread like wildfire to the 
Legislature, where support for the regents’ action 
was doused with cold water. When Bill O’Brien, 
M.D., Smith, Mack and Anderson got off the 
plane after seeking money from foundations in the 
East, they learned the Legislature had overturned 
the feasibility study. However, they had been suc-

cessful in securing $500,000 in startup funds from 
the Commonwealth Foundation in New York.
   The condemnation bombshell, ACR 14, Feb. 
14, 1967, opposing the medical sciences program, 
would have killed the medical school. But by a 
stroke of luck, the resolution was referred to the 
education committee. On March 17, ACR 15 was 
introduced, ordering continuation of the study, 
referred to as the second feasibility study. 
   This study concluded that there was a deficit of 
260 physicians and 600 nurses in Nevada. It found 
that the state’s economic growth would support 
the program with only modest state appropria-
tions. The report concluded that a medical school 
should be based in Reno because the University 
had basic science departments, a life sciences 
library and the most hospital beds in the state at 
that time.
   The regents approved the feasibility study in 
January 1969. It was adopted by the assembly and 
the senate shortly thereafter. As the final vote ap-
proached, supporters of the resolution scurried to 
make sure they had the votes needed for passage. 
   Time was short, the vote close and the outcome 
uncertain. Industrialist Howard Hughes made a 
last-minute offer in response to an ad in the Las 
Vegas Sun which appealed for support. Laxalt, in 
an unusual move, went to the Legislature and 
announced Hughes’ gift—$200,000 to $300,000 
a year for 20 years. AB 130 passed 21 to 18 and 
Laxalt signed it into law on March 25, 1969. The 
School of Medical Sciences was established.
   Now another battle began. Buildings, land, 
teachers, financial support, hospitals, and com-
munity physicians had to be located and recruited. 
Renown withdrew its offer because its own build-
ing program had started. The Legislature gave 
$48,000 for startup and $78,000 for remodeling 
buildings on the University campus.
   Next, Smith met with administrators and medi-
cal staff of Nevada hospitals to persuade them to 
allow medical students to interact with patients. 
Physicians were recruited to be teachers. 
   As the two-year school reached maturity, one 
overwhelming fact became obvious—doctors 
tended to practice where they completed training. 
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Fewer than a third of the first class returned to 
practice—converting to a four-year degree grant-
ing school would keep doctors in Nevada. 
   In December 1976, a proposal was made to 
convert to a four-year school. The regents passed 
the resolution unanimously and forwarded it to 
the 1977 Legislature. On April 14, the assembly 
passed ACR 18, extending the school to a four-
year program awarding medical degrees. Legisla-
tors and Gov. Mike O’Callaghan passed the bill. 

School Looks to Solidify Interdisciplinary Aca-
demics, Research with New Construction 
As the University of Nevada School of Medicine 
enters into its fifth decade, plans are well under-
way to continue to position the institution as one 
of research and education excellence. By building 
on the accomplishments of the past, the school 
looks to the future to accommodate growth as 
well as to expand academic and research en-
deavors. Three new buildings on the slate to be 
constructed over the next several years will help 
realize this forward-thinking vision.
   “These construction projects represent our 
commitment to excellence in basic science train-
ing and research for our small school which has 
a prominent basic science component,” said Ole 
J. Thienhaus, M.D., dean of the School of Medi-
cine. “The research and development aspect of 
the private sector in biotechnology will be able to 
more readily partner with the School of Medicine 
to produce a competitive basic sciences campus.”

First New Research Facility in 30 years
The Center for Molecular Medicine on the Reno 
campus is the first new research facility to be built 
at the School of Medicine in nearly 30 years. Po-
sitioned just north of the current basic science re-
search quadrangle, the center will house portions 
of the microbiology, pharmacology and physiology 
departments and will also serve as the headquar-
ters for the Whittemore Peterson Institute for 
Neuro-Immune Disease. 
   The center, designed by Dekker/Perich/Saba-
tini Design, will create a dynamic environment 
inside the facility. The west wing will house a 
state-of-the-art vivarium, research laboratory and 
office space. The east wing will provide space for 
the Whittemore Peterson Institute along with a 
96-person auditorium, two large meeting rooms 

and shared food service area. A groundbreaking 
ceremony was held in March 2007 and the first 
dirt was turned up by general contractor Clark & 
Sullivan in December 2008 on the approximately 
107,000 square-foot building. The building is 
estimated to cost $79 million with funding from 
Senate Bill 105 introduced by the Nevada Legisla-
ture, federal funds flowing from research activities 
across campus and a generous donation from the 
Whittemore family.
   “The facility represents a change in lab design 
that will facilitate the efforts of research teams 
versus the individual,” said Thomas Kozel, Ph.D., 
chair of the executive committee for the center. 
   The building’s design is based on guidelines 
published by the American Institute of Architec-
ture for biomedical laboratory construction and 
focuses on sharing technology, dissemination of 
technology and intellectual interaction.
   The center will be extremely energy efficient, 
separating research and administrative spaces in 
order to isolate heat-generating laboratory equip-
ment into an area with robust cooling capabilities.
   It will be a resource for northern Nevada in 
attracting biotech industries, while expanding 
the state’s scientific workforce needed for private 
sector investment. Kozel expects that when com-
plete in the fall of 2010, the Center for Molecular 
Medicine will attract nearly 250 highly educated 
students and faculty to its halls for the purpose of 
biomedical research and training in an attractive, 
modern, flexible environment. 

Dedicated Health Sciences Space in Las Vegas
Two construction projects will move the school 
toward dedicated health sciences space in Las 
Vegas with the creation of the advanced clinical 
training and research center and the repurposing 
of space in an existing building on the University 
of Nevada Las Vegas Shadow Lane campus for a 
state-of-the-art simulation center. These projects 
have been developed through a collaborative ef-
fort between the Health Sciences System of the 
Nevada System Higher Education, the School of 
Medicine and the UNLV and Nevada State Col-
lege nursing schools.
   “These buildings represent our commitment to 
broaden our clinical education in Las Vegas by 
putting some teeth into the clinical sciences on an 
interdisciplinary basis,” Thienhaus said.
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   UNLV facilities and nursing and School of 
Medicine faculty and Carpenter Sellers architects 
worked to design a four-story, approximately 
72,000 square-foot training center that will house 
administrative, academic and research spaces for 
the medical and nursing schools.
   On the first floor, the medical school will share 
auditorium spaces and student study areas with 
the nursing school. The second floor will be occu-
pied exclusively by the School of Medicine for ad-
ministrative space, a student lounge/on-call space, 
classrooms and small study rooms. The third and 
fourth floors will be used by the nursing school for 
administration and research space.
   At an estimated project cost of about $60 mil-
lion, the center is dependent on funding to be 
allocated from the state Legislature in the 2009 
session and private fundraising goals in order for 
spring 2011 occupancy to become a reality.
   Last October, the Health Sciences System was 
given the green light to initiate construction on 
a $15.75 million multi-disciplinary/multi-insti-
tutional clinical skills and simulation laboratory 
in Las Vegas. This project will house skills and 
simulation training programs for the School of 
Medicine and the UNLV and Nevada State Col-
lege Schools of Nursing. 
   Renovation of approximately 31,000 square-
feet will take place in an existing building on the 
Shadow Lane campus, adjacent to the UNLV 
School of Dental Medicine and across the street 
from University Medical Center facilities. 
   The simulation lab was designed in a collab-
orative effort with representatives from all three 
programs and the Health Sciences System to meet 
the common and unique needs of each program. 
This project is an example of the Health Sciences 
System’s mission and vision—facilitating multi-
disciplinary, multi-institutional collaboration, pro-
grams and research. This joint-use clinical skills 
laboratory will bring together medical and nursing 
students and faculty to share resources and ideas 
as they teach and train side-by-side.
   The simulation lab was one of three initiatives 
funded as part of the Health Sciences System 
capital improvement projects during the 2007 
legislative session. This project also received sup-
port from the Lincy Foundation and the federal 
government with the help of U.S. Sen. Harry 
Reid and the rest of the Nevada delegation. Con-

struction is scheduled to be completed at the end 
of summer 2009 in time for the fall semester.

Completing the Health Sciences Hub
Another health science building, the medical 
education and learning laboratory, collaboratively 
designed between the Health Sciences System, 
the School of Medicine and the Orvis School of 
Nursing, will be constructed on the Reno campus 
east of the Pennington Medical Education Build-
ing. It will form a new hub of medical and nursing 
student training in the northern half of the state.
   “The building will employ state-of-the-art 
technology and enable us to double the size of 
our nursing and medical schools,” said John A. 
McDonald, M.D., Ph.D., vice president of the 
Division of Health Sciences.
   “The building is the cornerstone of a focus on 
comprehensive, interdisciplinary care provided by 
health care teams.”
   The medical education and learning labora-
tory will bring medicine and nursing together in 
a shared teaching environment. The facility will 
integrate the most recent advances in instructional 
technology and green building methods while 
making the interdisciplinary model a reality.
   The building will be oriented in an east-west 
fashion in two wings with courtyards to facilitate 
free-flow between interior and exterior space. 
Designed by Sheehan/Van Wort/Bigotti Archi-
tects with management by Sundt Construction, 
the 59,000 square-foot building will cost approxi-
mately $45.4 million and also requires additional 
state and matching funds for fall 2011 occupancy. 
   The interior includes two lecture halls, an anat-
omy and physiology laboratory to accommodate 
120 medical students, a multidisciplinary “wet/
dry” lab for basic science, three labs to practice 
on computerized patient mannequins, “patient” 
rooms used for educational role play, study rooms, 
faculty and administrative space and a lounge.
   When complete, the building will be the newest 
addition to the health sciences campus at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, which includes Penning-
ton as its hub; the Brigham, Redfield, Anderson, 
Howard, Manville and Nellor buildings; and the 
Center for Molecular Medicine. These combined 
facilities will provide enough space to further so-
lidify the commitment to serving Nevada’s health 
care needs.
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The two institutions took their expertise to the 
next level when in early spring 2008 they suc-
cessfully established the country’s first acute care 
surgery fellowship.
   “The creation of the first acute care surgery fel-
lowship program in the U.S. helps provide a solu-
tion to the problem of patient access to emergency 
surgical care,” said John Fildes, M.D., professor 
and vice chair of the surgery department and 
current national chair of the American College of 
Surgeons Committee on Trauma.
   “The immense and growing need for emergency 
and critical care surgical coverage has been long 
been recognized. The goal of this fellowship was 

A First in
Acute Care

Surgery
Training by Anne McMillin, Apr

After decades of providing 
excellent surgical care, the 

University of nevada School 
of Medicine and University 

Medical center in las Vegas 
have developed a national 

reputation as a practical 
model of acute care surgery.

Fildes is currently national chair of the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma.
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to redefine the training and practice of trauma 
surgery to include broad training in elective and 
emergency general surgery, trauma surgery, and 
surgical critical care as well as expanded train-
ing in surgical specialties like orthopaedics and 
neurosurgery.” 
   Fildes said the fellowship was born from the 
need for the specialty and the desire to serve. “As 
surgery becomes more and more elective, acute 
care and emergency surgery has become strained. 
The professional surgical societies have recog-
nized this and sought to develop guidelines and 
curriculum in order to establish fellowships,” he 
continued, saying it was a natural progression for 
University Medical Center and the Department of 
Surgery to parlay their long-time expertise into a 
formal program sanctioned by the American As-
sociation for the Surgery of Trauma.
   In making the announcement last spring, the as-
sociation said, “The University of Nevada School 
of Medicine’s training proposal is well thought 
out, comprehensive and will prove to be a valuable 

resource to the Las Vegas community.”
   While the School of Medicine was the first to 
apply for the fellowship program in September 
2007, and the first site approved in February 
2008, the University of Colorado, Denver and the 
University of Pittsburg have since also successfully 
established their fellowships.
   Comprising the faculty core for the new pro-
gram are Fildes; Jay Coates, M.D., assistant direc-
tor of the school’s surgical critical care fellowship; 
Timothy Browder, M.D., assistant director of the 
acute care surgery fellowship; Deborah Kuhls, 
M.D., director of trauma ICU, and Michael 
Casey, M.D., general, trauma and critical care 
surgeon.
   William A. Zamboni, M.D., chair of the 
Department of Surgery, credits his faculty for the 
success in establishing the fellowship. “I’m proud 
of the success of the division of trauma and critical 
care under John’s leadership to achieve this major 
accomplishment. They are already internationally 
recognized for excellence in patient service and 

research. The fact that we were first in the country 
speaks to the quality of the division and its staff,” 
he said.
   The new fellowship focuses on surgery critical 
care in the first year and acute care surgery in the 
second. Two fellows, Dan Wu, M.D. and Scott 
Cinelli, D.O., are currently in their final year of 
the fellowship. Cinelli, who completed his trauma 
rotation with the Department of Surgery as a 
fourth-year resident, said the fellowship program 
offers him the opportunity to stay well-versed in a 
variety of surgical techniques.
   “For someone like me who enjoys it all and likes 
to do it all, this is a perfect fit,” he said. “I particu-
larly like the vascular aspect because it is so critical 
to trauma.” He said the training will allow him 
to step into critical situations and complete the 
procedure if the subspecialty surgeon is not im-
mediately available or there is a physician shortage 
in the subspecialty.
   Working at University Medical Center is a won-
derful experience, Cinelli said, because it is one of 

the busiest trauma centers in the country. “It has a 
great free-standing trauma center and faculty sur-
geons involved in teaching,” Cinelli said. “With 
this experience, I feel I am more than capable of 
dealing with any problem I come across.”
   The center’s administration believes the fellow-
ship offers another feather in their cap and vali-
dates the hospital’s mission as a teaching hospital 
as well as its desire to be innovative, according to 
Rick Plummer, director of marketing and com-
munity outreach.
   “This fellowship gives University Medical Cen-
ter a two-for-one in critical care management and 
surgery with the school’s surgeons giving their 
level of expertise to the hospital,” he said.
   Looking ahead to the future, Fildes said the 
emphasis will now be on improving and raising 
the bar for emergency surgical care. Over the 
next 12 to 18 months, faculty will take the lead in 
further developing the course curriculum and the 
training experience in anticipation of the fellow-
ship’s renewal for its first three-year cycle in 2010. 

The creATion oF The FirST AcUTe cAre SUrgery Fellow-
Ship progrAM in The U.S. helpS proVide A SolUTion To The 
probleM oF pATienT AcceSS To eMergency SUrgicAl cAre.
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The University of Nevada School of Medicine’s pediatric allergy specialty 

group, based in Reno, has hit the ground running since being established 

less than two years ago and views itself as the classic triple threat of 

academicians doing research heavily based in clinical experience.

The team of Nevin Wilson, M.D., an ’82 school 
alumnus who is a board-certified pediatrician, 
allergist and immunologist and chairs the pedi-
atrics department; Mary Beth Hogan, M.D., a 
board-certified pediatric allergist and immunolo-
gist; and Sonia Budhecha, M.D., a board-certified 
pediatric pulmonologist, work together to address 
the allergy needs of pediatric and adult patients in 
northern Nevada.
   Currently, several allergy studies are under-
way within the pediatrics department that were 
inspired by patients.
   “Our research is focused on what we are seeing 
in the practice,” Hogan said. “We then use our 
research results in the clinic to help patients.”
   Being from the East Coast, Hogan was familiar 
with seeing mold and mildew allergies, but the 
prevalence of northern Nevada pollens was a new 
phenomenon to her. 
   “Reno sits in a geographical bowl with little 
rain, so the pollens cannot be washed out—they 
are perennial,” she said. As a result, she didn’t 
expect to see patients presenting with mold and 
dust mite allergies. 

   After taking environmental histories, Wilson 
and Hogan discovered pervasive swamp cooler 
use in these patients’ households. Swamp cooler 
use encouraged dust mite and mold growth in an 
otherwise arid Nevada environment due to the 
cooler’s primary purpose of humidifying the air.
   They took their ideas to the school’s institutional 
review board to develop a study, “Effect of evapo-
rative (swamp) coolers on skin test sensitivity to 
dust mites and molds in a desert environment.”
   They developed patient surveys and subsequent 
statistical analysis revealed that patients with 
swamp coolers had a higher incidence of dust mite 
and mold allergy than patients with air condi-
tioners. Based on these results, the doctors made 
specific recommendations to patients and their 
families on how to avoid the allergens.
   Those recommendations include installing a 
gauge to ensure the home’s humidity remains 
below 40 percent, adding mold inhibitors to the 
swamp cooler’s water pan, changing filters regu-
larly and beginning a regime of routine mainte-
nance since swamp coolers add more humidity 
when they are functioning improperly. 

Triple ThreatTriple ThreatTriple Threat
by Anne McMillin, APR
Photos by john byRne



Spring 2009 • Synapse •  9

   Wilson recently presented the results of this 
study to the national meeting of the American 
College of Allergy Asthma and Immunology.
   In addition, the medical school’s pediatric al-
lergy group is one of several sites working as a 
clinical trials unit to investigate an orphan drug’s 
effectiveness in treating a disease known as 

hereditary angioedema. This clinical trial, known 
as the EDEMA4 study, asks: How can we best 
treat patients with this disease to decrease sud-
den swelling of tissues under the skin and in the 
airway and gastrointestinal tract?
   Patients are also the inspiration for a study 
determining how pet ownership attitudes influ-
ence parents to follow through on recommended 
medical treatments for their children’s allergies. 
   “We want to know if parents are actually hear-
ing our recommendations regarding pets in the 
house, and if so, are their attitudes about their pet 
affecting their ability to follow through with our 
avoidance advice,” Hogan said.

   Hogan said once a child or adult is diagnosed 
with pet allergies, there are two medically recom-
mended options. The first is to remove the pet to 
an outside environment.
   In northern Nevada, pet owners are often reluc-
tant to do that for fear of the animal being killed 
by coyotes.

   The second piece of advice involves thorough 
and regular cleanings of the pet and the house. 
These labor- and time-intensive solutions meet 
resistance from busy working families and usually 
wane over time.
   Hogan said data analysis on the patient survey 
response portion for this pet attitude study is cur-
rently in progress.
   Even though the pediatric allergy specialty 
is relatively new to the School of Medicine and 
University Health System, the school’s clinical 
practice, Hogan said the ultimate goal is to build 
the allergy program to include a training fellow-
ship program.

The school’s pediatric triple threat consists of, left to right, Budhecha, Hogan and Wilson. They are all board-certified.

“Our research is focused on what we are seeing in the practice,” Hogan said.
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STUDENT sPoTlighT

What made you decide on a career 
in medicine?
Medicine provides a unique opportu-
nity to apply basic scientific elements 
to a living, breathing system, while 
simultaneously making a difference 
and helping others.
   In all my educational years, I real-
ized that I enjoyed working with oth-
ers and preferred a career where I was 
continuously learning.
   It was through these realizations, a 
love of science, volunteering in clinics 
and shadowing physicians that I de-
cided to pursue a career in medicine.

Why did you choose the University 
of Nevada School of Medicine?
The choice to attend the University 
of Nevada School of Medicine was a 
very natural one. As a native Neva-
dan, growing up in Reno and parts of 
rural Nevada, I have an appreciation 
for “small town” environments.
   In some ways the school is like a 
small town, everyone knows you, 
classmates become very close, and the 
faculty and staff are amazing people 
who are easily approachable.
   In addition, the School of Medicine 
harbors a vast research department 
comprising many disciplines with well 
known, expert investigators.
   Also, the curriculum here involves 
early exposure to patients and clini-
cal training, starting in the first year, 
which was an important aspect in my 
decision to attend this school.

   Finally, I learned our students were 
just as competitive for residency posi-
tions as students from other schools.

What is your particular area of clini-
cal or research interest?
My research consists of studying 
calcium dynamics in colon smooth 
muscle cells and determining if these 
mechanisms are impaired in inflam-
matory bowel disease.
   I wanted to work on a project that 
involved human disease and transla-
tional research, which is essentially 
taking the results found at the labora-
tory bench and applying them to the 
patient’s bedside.
   Since the disease affects millions 
of Americans and treatments are 
either nonspecific or involve invasive 
surgeries, the goal of my project is to 
identify specific protein targets that 
can provide a foundation in formulat-
ing novel, specific therapeutic targets.

Best experience thus far afforded to 
you by the School of Medicine?
One of the best experiences offered 
to me by the School of Medicine was 
during my second year preceptor-
ship, working with a pediatrician, Dr. 
Steven Althoff of Pediatric Associates 
in Reno, who also holds the combined 
M.D./Ph.D. degree.
   I felt excited to work with a physi-
cian holding the M.D./Ph.D. com-
bined degree since I was following the 
same educational path.

 

I observed aspects of his position 
where he integrated his lab knowl-
edge with clinical experience to treat 
patients, stay up-to-date with litera-
ture, and adjust to different forms of 
medicine, including academic.
   By the second week of preceptor-
ship, I knew this experience would be 
one of the best I’d have in medicine. 
My initial anxiety turned into a feel-
ing of purpose to treat these patients.

Finish this sentence: “Profession-
ally, in 10 years, I see myself…”
…as a practicing physician, treat-
ing patients and performing clini-
cal research. I can see myself being 
involved in academic medicine, 
eventually traveling abroad to offer 
health care to parts of the world that 
lack acceptable medical practices, and 
being a compassionate physician to all 
my patients.

Sadeea Qureshi of the Class of 2011 is in the M.D./Ph.D. 
dual-degree program. She earned her bachelor’s in chemistry 
from the University of Nevada, Reno in 2004.

A Passion for Patient Care and Research

Qureshi earned the Salvadorini Research Fel-
lowship for two consecutive years.
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Building for the Future
The proposed health sciences building 
on the Reno campus will serve both 
the School of Medicine and the Orvis 
School of Nursing, allowing the 
schools to double their class sizes.
   The total private fundraising goal 
for the project is $12.9 million. A 
number of foundations, alumni and 
friends have already supported the 
building project with their gifts. The 
School of Medicine is grateful for the 
generosity of its supporters.
   For information on this project or to 
inquire about making a gift, contact 
Stefanie Scoppettone, director of 
development, at 775-682-9143.

Honoring Alumni
Starting this year, the chapter will 
honor and recognize notable alumni 
with the inaugural Outstanding Uni-

versity of Nevada School of Medicine 
Alumni Award.
   Join your classmates who support 
their alma mater through an annual 
or lifetime membership.
   For information about the chapter 
or to nominate a classmate for the 
alumni award, visit online at
www.medicine.nevada.edu/alumni.

Class Notes
Robin Titus, M.D. ’81 was named 
Northern Nevada Family Physician of 
the Year 2008 by the Nevada Acad-
emy of Family Physicians.

Michael Patmas, M.D. ’81 received 
the Professional Achievement Award 
from the Nevada Alumni Association 
this past October.

Herve Bezard, M.D. ’85 was named 

Southern Nevada Family Physician of 
the Year 2008 by the Nevada Acad-
emy of Family Physicians.

Jean Forsberg, M.D. ‘93 was named 
to the American Medical Associa-
tion’s Women Physicians Congress.

John Hess, M.D. ’95 was recognized 
by the Nevada Academy of Family 
Physicians as the 2008 Northern Ne-
vada Family Physician of the Year.

Several alumni and the Class of 2010 
received recognition at the 2008 
Healthcare Heroes events sponsored 
by the Nevada Business Journal in Las 
Vegas and Reno. Alumni included 
louis A. Bonaldi, M.D. ’77 (Hu-
manitarian); Tracey Green, M.D. ’91 
(Innovator); and Bruce Shapiro, M.D. 
’82 (Technology and Research). The 
Class of 2010 received the journal’s 
Entrepreneur Award.

Reconnect
A celebration to commemorate the 
school’s 40th anniversary will take 
place later this year. Watch your mail-
box for more details.
   This year the Class of 1984 and 
1999 will celebrate their 25 and 10-
year reunions. We are currently look-
ing for a representative from the Class 
of 1984 to coordinate its reunion.
   Don’t miss out on reconnecting 
with fellow classmates and catch-
ing up on all the latest and exciting 
changes at the School of Medicine.
   For information on alumni pro-
grams, contact Christina Sarman, 
assistant director of development and 
alumni relations, at 775-784-6009.

The University of Nevada School of Medicine Alumni Asso-
ciation was revitalized last year under the leadership of Louis 
Bonaldi, M.D. ‘77. The aim of the chapter is to keep alumni 
informed and involved, and to provide support to the School 
of Medicine. This edition of Synapse is brought to you in part 
through the support of the alumni association.

The health sciences building will allow more Nevada students to pursue a health care career.

The Ties that Bind
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FACUlTy focUs

Clearly enthusiastic about making 
positive changes, Kozel has continued 
his 31-year interest in how the yeast 
Cryptococcus neoformans produces 
disease in patients with compromised 
immune systems. 
   “We’ve continued our ongoing stud-
ies of opportunistic fungal infections 
to better understand the pathogenesis 
of cryptococcal disease,” said Kozel. 
   Kozel discusses the possibilities that 
may exist in the not-so-distant future 
when it comes to improved diagnosis 
of infectious disease.
   The question he is hoping to find 
the answer for is whether or not it is 
possible to bring testing at initial pa-
tient point-of-care to a resource-limit-

ed environment like Africa. Creating 
more convenient and cost-effective 
care to countries with limited resourc-
es could mean that more people will 
seek and receive the medical treat-
ment they desperately need.
   More recently, Kozel has expanded 
his research interest to include the 
biothreat Bacillus anthracis, or 
anthrax, a bacterium that has a cell 
envelope with many similarities to the 
outer coat of Cryptococcus.
   The answers that could be found in 

the outer envelope of anthrax include 
whether or not antibodies can protect 
against infection.
   He also asks whether or not we can 
detect envelope materials that are 
shed into blood or urine as a means 
for early diagnosis.
   Because of the more than 30 years 
of studying Cryptococcus neofor-
mans, Kozel said he has been able to 
draw on that experience to ask the 
right questions regarding other op-
portunistic infections and potential 
biothreats such as anthrax.
   Some of those questions include: 
What is the best way to isolate the 
envelope components? What is the 
best way to generate antibodies? 

What are the best ways to screen for 
antibodies? How can we construct as-
says for detection of antibodies? And 
perhaps most important, how can we 
best translate production of antibodies 
to the outer envelope into clinically 
useful products?
   Kozel said during the last decade, a 
trend has become apparent—the les-
sons learned from past research have 
everything to do with newly emerging 
health problems.
   “We have learned to apply emerging 

technologies like molecular biology 
and imaging to questions that have 
been around for years in our studies of 
infectious diseases and then to move 
these questions to new and emerging 
infectious diseases.” 
   Kozel looks forward to in the 
coming years is the ability to “diag-
nose infection earlier and with more 
precision in a way that will allow us 
to use the existing antibiotics more 
effectively.” 
   Among Kozel’s many distinguished 
professional accomplishments, he 
considers his greatest to be that of 
professor and mentor.
   Watching his face light up at the 
mention of his students, it is immedi-
ately clear what he is most passionate 
about.
   “I enjoy teaching medical and 
doctoral students more than anything 
else,” he said.

Over the last 10 years, Thomas Kozel, Ph.D., has continued 
to immerse himself in the world of microbiology. A dedicat-
ed researcher and professor since 1971 and former chair for 
25 years at the School of Medicine, he has made a signifi-
cant impact in the field of microbial pathogenesis.

Helping Lead the Way in Microbiology Research

Kozel’s research focus includes molecular 
biology of opportunistic fungal infections with 
emphasis on yeast infections in AIDS patients.

Among Kozel’s many accomplishments, he considers 
his greatest to be that of professor and mentor.

By Marcie Newpher



fund the future of Nevada Medicine!

The state of nevada is facing a severe health care 
provider shortage. The University of Nevada School of 
Medicine is committed to doubling its enrollment, and 
has already increased its class size by 20 percent. But 62 
freshman medical students is a far cry from the 110 the 
state needs every year. Orvis School of Nursing admits 100 
new students a year, and this number must also double.
     The health sciences building (the medical education and 
learning laboratory) is designed not only for this expansion, 
but also to transform the learning environment for the 
schools of medicine and nursing.
     Students, faculty, and staff in medicine and nursing 
will work, study, and train together. This facility is 
the cornerstone of a new focus on comprehensive, 
interdisciplinary care provided by health care teams. Our 
students will enter their careers with a sound foundation 
in working as part of a team to bring the very best care to 
patients.
     In 2007 the Nevada legislature approved $35 million 
toward construction of the health sciences building, with 
the proviso that the University raise $12.9 million in private 
funds. To meet that challenge, the University has launched 
a Nevada health sciences fund-raising campaign to 
complete the health sciences building.

The 51,000 square-foot building will not only allow 
expansion of medical and nursing school student bodies, 
but will provide:

Two lecture halls to accommodate audiences of 200 in each• 
A large anatomy and physiology laboratory sufficient for a class • 
size of 100-120 medical students
A multidisciplinary “wet/dry” laboratory for microbiology, • 
pathology and other basic science disciplines
Three laboratories where students will practice on computerized • 
patient mannequins that simulate real symptoms and reactions 
to treatment
14 patient rooms, used by medical and nursing students for • 
educational role play with trained patients and faculty observers
Four large and ten small group rooms for student study groups • 
and faculty use
Faculty offices and administrative space• 
A stand-alone student lounge• 

To join this historic effort to improve the level of health care in Nevada, contact Stefanie Scoppettone, director of development, at 775-682-9143 or scops@unr.edu.



uhsnevada.org The clinical practice of the
University of Nevada School of Medicine

Introducing some of Nevada’s best physicians  We’re 185 physicians, scientists and educators 
advancing research, training tomorrow’s leaders in medicine and providing great patient care at more than 20 locations throughout Las Vegas and 
Reno. Our physicians have trained at some of the leading institutions in the country and include some of Nevada’s leading specialists. For more 
information, or to schedule an appointment with a University Health System physician, visit us online.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

Paid
Reno, NV

Permit No. 123

Synapse
Pennington Medical Building/MS 0332
1664 North Virginia Street, Reno, Nevada 89557-0145

The magazine of The UniversiTy of nevada school of medicine


