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This issue of Synapse, as is true 
for every issue, highlights the 
wonderful work being done 
by our faculty, staff, students 
and residents at the School of 
Medicine. However, while all 
of this good work goes on, there 
is a larger issue developing that 
will have a profound impact 
on all of us—the role that we 
play as the only public medical 
education institution in the state 

in solving the many health care needs of Nevada citizens.  
We started as a two-year school and developed into a four-

year school in the 1970s. Our current form with pre-clinical 
teaching in Reno and most clinical teaching in Las Vegas 
evolved in the mid-1990s and has changed little since then.

As a state, we are faced with a severe shortage of physicians, 
especially as Medicaid expansion is approaching, and very low 
rankings on a wide range of health care indices. The political 
forces that have plagued the school for years have focused on 
how we have, or have not, served Southern Nevada, but the 
issues are much larger and concern how we serve our state.

Over the next several months, I will launch a vigorous 
discussion with the Nevada System of Higher Education 
Regents, political leaders, alumni, donors and supporters about 

how we should expand and be configured to best serve Nevada.  
We should find the best ways to take advantage of the 

unique features of the state’s two major metropolitan areas and 
its rural communities, and create a School of Medicine of the 
proper size, governance and structure so that the state gets the 
most service and most benefit for its precious funding support.

I believe this will take the form of full four-year campuses in 
both Reno and Las Vegas under a single statewide leadership 
structure that will allow the best resources in both cities, plus 
those in rural communities, to contribute to the highest quality 
of education, training, clinical practice and research. This plan 
has many implications for all of us who have the privilege of 
being part of the School of Medicine, for our future students 
and trainees, for our patients, alumni, for the citizens of Nevada 
and for its political and educational leaders.

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.
Vice President, Division of Health Sciences
Dean, University of Nevada School of Medicine

Growing to meet Nevada’s health care needs
As a state, we are faced with a severe shortage of 
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ABOUT THE COVER This map of Nevada denotes a few of the 
rural communities touched by outreach programs from the 
University of Nevada School of Medicine. Illustration by Edgar 
Antonio Núñez, photography by Keith Clark.
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The University of Nevada School of Medicine’s mission to serve the health care 
needs of all Nevadans truly is tested by the state’s widely dispersed population 
centers spread over an enormous landmass.

RURAL NEVADA     OUTREACH
Serving Our Third Campus



In spite of vast distances between populations, the School of 
Medicine has formed partnerships with rural communities to 
bridge that distance and serve the health care needs of rural 
Nevada communities.

RURAL NEVADA     OUTREACH
STORY Anne McMillin, APR
PHOTOGRAPHY Keith Clark & Anne McMillin, APR



To better serve the rural communities, the School of 
Medicine created the Office of Statewide Initiatives 
as the umbrella office to coordinate the numerous 
programs encompassing a statewide impact.

These programs include the Office of Rural Health, the 
Nevada Office of Health Professions Research and Policy, the 
Nevada Health Service Corps, Nevada Area Health Education 
Center Program, and continuing education programs.

The office supports the academic and clinical missions of the 
School of Medicine through partnerships with specific depart-
ments and throughout the Nevada System of Higher Education. 

“The School of Medicine has three campuses: Las Vegas, 
Reno and our rural communities. Our office’s role is to inte-
grate these rural communities into the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine in a broad way through programs, service 
and outreach,” said Evan Klass, M.D., associate dean for state-
wide initiatives. 

“We have historically offered continuing medical education 
programs, technical assistance and conferences to Nevada’s 
rural communities, but we want to link providers to the School 
of Medicine in a more comprehensive way.”

To illustrate the importance of the School of Medicine’s third 
campus, the School of Medicine has had administrative offices 
and programs located on the campus of Great Basin College in 
Elko since 1989.

According to Gerald Ackerman, who directs the Elko office: 
“Having an office here has allowed Elko to become a major 
teaching site for the School of Medicine. An example of this is 
the clerkship in which two third-year medical students spend 
16 weeks in Elko training with internal medicine and pediatric 
physicians in the community. Having this office has also allowed 
a rural site to participate in the third year training just like Las 
Vegas and Reno.”

NEVADA STATE OFFICE OF RURAL HEALTH 

The Nevada State Office of Rural Health was created by the 
state legislature in 1977 with a mission to assist rural communi-
ties. The Elko-based office provides coordination and technical 
assistance for rural Nevadans seeking health resources, conducts 
community development activities and advocates for rural 
health issues.  

“We are about working in partnerships and that has always 

Family medicine physician Aron Rogers, D.O., far right, instructs Humboldt County emergency medical technicians in safe methods for delivering babies during an 
Advanced Life Support in Obstetrics class. PHOTO BY ANNE MCMILLIN, APR
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been one of our strong points,” said Ackerman.  
Annually, the office has contact with more than 50 com-

munities statewide, facilitating activities including education 
and training, technical assistance to hospitals, clinics and health 
professionals, emergency management services, health policy 
and workforce development and analysis activities.

Two federal grant programs, the Rural Hospital Flexibility 
Program and the Small Hospital Improvement Program, pro-
vide financial and operational technical assistance to Nevada’s 
15 rural and frontier hospitals.

Technical assistance from these grants is designed, imple-
mented, and evaluated in close collaboration with the Nevada 
Rural Hospital Partners, an organization established out of a 
School of Medicine grant proposal and charged with support-
ing the viability of its member hospitals through shared services, 
resources and advocacy.  

“We work collaboratively with the medical school through 
these two grants to improve processes and quality through 
procuring equipment, financial assistance and implementing 
best practices among our member hospitals,” said Joan Hall, 
president of the Nevada Rural Hospital Partners.

From left: Christopher Chako and Erik Jensen, BS-MD students; Cory Martin and Gerald Ackerman, Office of Rural Health; Kristi Works, master’s in public health student; 
Andrew Jones and Erika Vicente, BS-MD students; medical student Tim Musick and Natalie Freitas, BS-MD student outside the Elko office. PHOTO BY KEITH CLARK

She added that her organization’s member hospitals benefit 
from resources derived from these grants to meet reporting 
requirements of Medicare. 

NEVADA OFFICE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS RESEARCH AND POLICY

Under the direction of John Packham, Ph.D., the Nevada Of-
fice of Health Professions Research and Policy assists health care 
institutions and policymakers understand and meet Nevada’s 
need for well-prepared health professionals and to better inform 
public and private investments in Nevada’s health workforce 
and health care system. 

Current office activities focus on health workforce research 
and analysis, health sector economic impact analysis and finan-
cial feasibility assessments, rural data collection and analysis, 
and coordination with state and national health workforce 
planning. The office produces the Nevada Rural and Frontier Health 
Data Book on a biennial basis which serves as the planning refer-
ence at all levels of the state’s health care system.

“That book is very helpful in strategic planning, as we go to 
write grants and for our community health needs assessments,” 
Hall said.
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NEVADA AREA HEALTH EDUCATION CENTER PROGRAM 

The mission of the Nevada Area Health Education Center 
program, established by the Nevada Legislature in 1987, is 
to enhance access to quality health care, particularly primary 
and preventive care, by improving the supply and distribution 
of health care professionals through Nevada. The program 
reaches out to areas with shortages of health care profession-
als offering continuing education classes, information services, 
student programs, library services and innovations in distance 
linkages to provide better practice opportunities for rural health 
practitioners. Examples of current programming include:

On-line Emergency Medical Services Education 
Program in partnership with the Nevada State EMS Office 
and local county EMS services. An on-line program was devel-
oped for coursework to facilitate workforce increases statewide 
in EMS. This program has had a direct positive impact on the 
shortage of providers in volunteer EMS services across the state. 
The School of Medicine also has sponsored Nevada’s rural 
EMS conference for more than 20 years, providing education 
and training to rural and frontier first responders.

Sexual Abuse Response Team Program in collabora-
tion with the State of Nevada Division of Child and Family 
Services and community members. The SART program offers 
telemedicine linkages and support for a local practitioner pro-
viding forensic examinations in Elko. This program improves 
the ability of local law enforcement to respond to reports of 
child sexual abuse and helps the physician to work toward the 
optimal physical and mental health of young victims. SART 
service has expanded to White Pine and Lander Counties, and 
will be expanding to Eureka County. 

Medical student and resident training support The 
Area Health Education Center program supports medical 
students by coordination of rural clinical rotations, and provides 
housing and support for health professions students from mul-
tiple training programs. This support is made possible through 
partnerships with rural hospitals and rural clinician faculty.

TELEMEDICINE, TELEHEALTH AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

The Office of Statewide Initiatives partners with agencies to 
increase telemedicine and educational services using distance 
technologies, with a current focus on access to mental health 
services. Partner agencies include the State Health Division, the 
Nevada System of Higher Education and its institutions, State 
of Nevada Rural Clinics, Access to Health Care Network, Com-
munities in Schools, Renown Regional Medical Center, Nevada 
Rural Hospital Partners, Indian Health Services and numerous 
rural hospitals and clinics. 

Project ECHO Nevada, an interactive telehealth system, 
connects rural providers with School of Medicine faculty to 

extend specialty services for management of complex, chronic 
health problems including diabetes, arthritis, infectious diseases 
and mental illness. Regular clinic attendees include practitioners 
in Ely, Hawthorne, Pahrump and Carson City.

NEVADA HEALTH SERVICE CORPS 

The Nevada Health Service Corps, established in 1989, was cre-
ated to help recruit health care practitioners for rural and fron-
tier communities across Nevada. The program supports health 
care professionals including doctors, dentists, nurse practitioners, 
physician assistants and others with a willingness and desire to 
practice in underserved areas. 

The Nevada Health Service Corps links underserved com-
munities with professionals who receive loan repayment funds.  
According to Keith Clark, program administrator for the 
Nevada Health Service Corps, more than 100 physicians have 
benefitted from this program and have collectively given years 
of service to the state’s rural and underserved communities. 

William Katschke, M.D., a family medicine practitioner who 
returned to Lincoln County to establish his practice in Caliente, 
said the Nevada Health Service Corps loan repayment program 
has been a “perfect fit” for him. 

“The program has eliminated my financial burden in 10 
years instead of the usual 30 years and been a huge help to me 
and my family,” he said. 

“It has allowed me to return home and kept me here to build 
a practice with three physicians, one physician’s assistant and a 
medical building. The Nevada Health Service Corps has helped 
our community and opened possibilities and access to health 
care for our patients,” he said, adding: “I’ve been able to recruit 
other physicians to come here through this program.”

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Continuing education is provided to health practitioners 
statewide as part of the ongoing commitment to ensure high 
quality care for all Nevadans. Working under the Office of 
Statewide Initiatives, the Area Health Education Center, the 
Nevada AIDS Education and Training Center and the Nevada 
Geriatric Education Center each provide targeted education 
and trainings reaching hundreds of practitioners and granting 
thousands of hours of continuing education each year.

The Nevada AHEC provides a broad array of educational 
topics through live and interactive video programming. An 
ongoing collaboration with the Nevada Nursing Association 
and the School Nurses Association enables targeted trainings 
for special education needs. A similar collaboration with the 
Veteran’s Administration resulted in a statewide training project 
addressing veteran’s mental health issues.

The Nevada AIDS Education and Training Center, directed 
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by Patricia Charles, Ph.D., is part of a federally-funded nation-
wide network of programs whose mission is to provide up-to-
date scientific and clinical care information and education to 
health professionals. The center serves as a statewide resource to 
health providers treating people living with HIV/AIDS through 
multi-disciplinary education and training programs and linkages 
to the most current information to assist them in the provision 
of high quality, compassionate care. 

The Nevada Geriatric Education Center, under the leader-
ship of Patricia Swager, is a federal-state joint venture commit-
ted to improving the health of older adults through continuing 
education, information, resources to health professionals and by 
forming partnerships with agencies across the state. 

The Office of Statewide Initiatives supports the academic 
and clinical missions of the School of Medicine as demonstrated 
with its close partnership with the Las Vegas family medicine 
department, which has resulted in several successful outreach 
efforts, including:

Advanced Life Support in Obstetrics Program Since 
2007, this program has provided training in obstetrical emer-
gencies using simulation to enhance the skills of maternity care 
providers. To date, this program has trained more than 180 
Nevada providers, 38 percent of whom are from rural commu-
nities, and 42 providers have been trained at the instructor level. 

Care Team OB Focused on patient safety in maternity 
care units of hospitals, this program has trained physicians and 
nurses in Winnemucca at Humboldt General Hospital, as well 
as hospitals in Las Vegas and Reno. To date, 18 physicians and 
30 nurses have been trained, and expansion to four additional 
hospitals is planned for 2014.

Rural Residency Training Program A partnership be-
tween the School of Medicine and Humboldt General Hospital 
has enabled the development and implementation of a rural-
specific training track for medical residents. Program accredita-
tion is expected to occur this year with the first class of residents 
beginning training summer 2014.

Nevada Radiation Exposure Screening and Educa-
tion Program Provides statewide access to health care and 
detection of cancers for individuals who lived downwind of the 
Nevada Test Site during atmospheric nuclear testing, and for-
mer test site workers, to learn more about their health status as it 
relates to possible exposures to radiation. The program annually 
provides more than 1,525 health screenings and assistance to 
more than 500 people applying for federal compensation.

Joan Hall best sums up the impact of the School of Medi-
cine’s rural and frontier outreach initiatives: “All of Nevada’s ru-
ral communities have benefitted in one specific way or another, 
at one time or another, from the School of Medicine’s service 
and we are very grateful for its presence in our state.”
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NEVADA RURAL HEALTH DAY

As part of a national effort to bring attention to the 
health care needs of rural America, the School of 
Medicine is partnering with the National Association 
of State Rural Health Offices to host the Third Annual 
Nevada Rural Health Day at the site of Nevada’s oldest 
standing health care facility.

This year’s celebration will honor some of Nevada’s 
health care providers who have had a significant 
impact over time on improving health in the state’s 
rural and frontier communities.

Nov. 21, 2013
1:30 p.m.
St. Mary’s Art and Retreat Center
(Formerly St. Mary Louise Hospital)
Virginia City

For more information
Richelle O’Driscoll
Director, Public Affairs, Division of Health Sciences and 
School of Medicine
775-682-8567, richelle@unr.edu

Gerald Ackerman
Statewide Director, Area Health Education Center
775-738-3828, gackerman@medicine.nevada.edu 

PHOTO BY NOLAN REESE



EMT careers impact decision to 
attend medical school 
FROM AMBULANCE TO ANATOMY LAB: STUDENTS APPLY EMT EXPERIENCES TO
MEDICAL SCHOOL

Four University of Nevada School of Medicine students 
arrived on campus bringing their previous experiences 
as EMTs and paramedics to their medical education 
training. Has their background in those two fields 

helped them with the medical degree they are currently pursu-
ing? Yes, replied the students.

Sean McGee, Class of 2016, said that his EMT experience 
has helped with his course work and clinical training, especially 
in the areas of heart and lung medication. 

“I definitely enjoyed helping people as an EMT. It helped 
me mature and develop as a person. It also validated the road I 
wanted to take to become a physician,” he explained.

McGee graduated from the University of Nevada, Reno in 
2007, with a bachelor’s of science degree in biology. 

“I was a military brat,” he said, “and I’m glad my family and 
I moved to Reno. I love it because there are great people here 
and it offers so much in the area of outdoor recreation.” 

Following his acceptance at the School of Medicine, he also 

signed up to serve his country with the U.S. Air Force on a 
military scholarship. 

“My training as an EMT is helping me with the training I’m 
receiving through the Air Force, as well,” he said. 

“I will owe the Air Force three years for my education and 
am very grateful to them for helping me with my education. I 
chose this route because I knew it would be highly rewarding to 
be able to provide health care to the men and women who serve 
our country.”

McGee explained that the Air Force offers a strong code of 
ethics and the ability to focus on school and residency without 

As a student at the medical school, I’m able 
to bring my EMT and paramedic experiences 
to the classroom , which helps me relate to 
course work and clinical situations.

CHRISTINE SCHLEMMER
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Sean McGee expects his prior experience as an EMT, along with the medical training he receives from the School of Medicine, will help him serve his country as an Air 
Force physician. PHOTO BY MATT LUSH

worrying about tuition. 
“The scholarship is incredibly generous and an opportunity 

from which I could not turn away. I have yet to decide what 
specialty I may pursue and where I will eventually practice 
medicine. Right now, I’m considering a career in the Air Force, 
but just want to help others and serve my country until I make a 
final decision.”

Christine M. Schlemmer, also with the Class of 2016, earned 
her EMT and paramedic certification following her graduation 
from the University of Nevada, Reno in 2012. She was then 
hired by the Prince Georges Fire Department in Maryland near 
her hometown and began her career as a firefighter/paramedic. 

Following a move to Las Vegas, she worked for Medic West 
Ambulance and realized that while her career as a paramedic 
was rewarding, she wanted to be able to do more for her patients, 
so she started on her path toward medicine. 

“As a student at the medical school, I’m able to bring my 
EMT and paramedic experiences to the classroom, which helps 
me relate to course work and clinical situations. Working as a 
paramedic, you have a lot of autonomy with how you take care 
of your patients, but your scope of practice and the time you 

spend with your patients is limited.”
“I wanted to spend more time with my patients to think more 

critically about them and have a more lasting impact on their 
health. Working as an EMT confirmed the passion I have for 
health care.”

“Hearing a lecture on heart failure, I can instantly think of a 
patient I worked on and correlate that with what I’m learning 
in physiology, which helps me understand what the professor is 
talking about. The School of Medicine has been great and I’m 
learning so much.”

She explained that: “Because of the education I’m receiving, 
I’ve learned that I’m interested in cardiology and emergency 
medicine. I would love to practice in northern Nevada as I love 
it here. I want to maintain the relationship with people I’ve 
worked with. My family is still on the East Coast but we see each 
other frequently.” 

She added that she felt very fortunate because her husband, 
Rich, is a paramedic who encouraged her to pursue her career 
in medicine. 

“He’s the one who brought me to Nevada and I’m so very 
happy he did.”
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Matthew Sabatini, Class of 2015, who is originally from 
Burbank, Calif., moved to Reno as a child. 

After graduating from Wooster High School, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Marine Corps for four years, serving as a scout sniper 
with two combat tours in Iraq. During his first tour in Iraq, he 
became determined to do something special with his life and 
that included becoming a doctor. 

“After leaving the Marine Corps, I enrolled at the University 
of Nevada, Reno as a cell biology major and for 18 months en-
rolled in EMT classes four hours a night at Truckee Meadows 
Community College, while volunteering with the Boys & Girls 
Club and Big Brothers and Sisters.” 

He tailored his college classes to prepare for medical school, 
knowing he wanted to attend the School of Medicine. 

“I believe the EMT classes beefed up my resume. I always 
wanted to be a doctor because I wanted to help people. Be-
ing an EMT has helped me with the clinical aspect of medical 
school where we saw patients right away along with course 
work. Unlike other medical schools, Nevada has clinical work 
all four years.” 

“We have good professors, most of whom are also research-

ers. We are very competitive for residencies and so many stu-
dents do very well on their boards. Being an EMT and serving 
in the Marines with all the experience I obtained has helped 
me a lot. I’m also hoping my past experiences will help in my 
pursuit of a residency in emergency medicine or anesthesiology,” 
he said. 

Sabatini, who was elected director of the School of Medi-
cine’s Medical Education Outreach Committee, said he feels 
fortunate that he got to attend medical school in Nevada 
because of the education he’s receiving and that it allows him to 
be close to family. 

John R. Walter, Class of 2016, credits his EMT and para-
medic experiences as the inspiration for his decision to pursue a 
career in medicine. 

“I knew I wanted to be a paramedic; while I was in paramed-
ic school I began thinking about becoming a physician.”

John also has an interesting history with medicine from the 
patient’s viewpoint, due to the fact that in 1999, at the age of 17, 
he was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He had his 
last treatments of radiation and chemotherapy in 2001. 

“Being a patient myself, I know what it’s like to be on the 

Christine Schlemmer became a medical student to spend more time with patients as a physician. PHOTO BY MATT LUSH
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other side of the hospital bed. It made me the person I am today. 
As sick as I was, it helped me develop strength and determina-
tion to not let it beat me. I’m fine now, but it was quite a journey. 
After the cancer, I got involved with volunteering for Make-A-
Wish and Children’s Miracle Network.”  

As for his paramedic and EMT history, John, who was born 
in Chico, Calif., moved to Reno when he was three and is a 
2010 University of Nevada, Reno graduate.

He pointed out that while he is no longer a paramedic, he 
still teaches CPR and EMT classes. 

“Being a paramedic and EMT have helped with preceptor 
training at the medical school and given me an edge in making 
me more comfortable with patients.”

“Both have also helped me with course work and cases and 
exposed me to the real world of medicine. It was well worth the 
time spent in my 20’s as a paramedic because I truly believe it 
will help me become a better doctor.” 

He said that while he is still exploring his career options, he 
is leaning toward wanting to practice emergency medicine. n 

-anne pershing

John Walter combines his experiences as a patient, EMT and now medical student, to fulfill his passion for a career in medicine. PHOTO BY MATT LUSH
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FORMER EMTs NOW IN MEDICAL SCHOOL

The following students also had EMT experience prior 
to medical school:

Jason Hill, left; Whitney Knott, Zackary Johnson, center; 
Seth Winterton, Jacob Stever, right; Milad Motarjemi 
Webb, Christopher Robertson, Christopher Goodwill, 
Brian Biagi, Ashley Payne, Jen Gianopolus.



University of Nevada, Reno undergraduates have a 
new option to consider when picking a major. They 
may now earn a Bachelor of Science in Molecular 
Microbiology and Immunology, thanks to the work 

of Greg Pari, Ph.D., chair of microbiology at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine, and Jeff Thompson, Ph.D., dean of 
the College of Science.

The two realized there was opportunity to create this degree 
based on need. For many years, Nevada and Alaska were the 
only two states in the country that didn’t offer an undergraduate 
microbiology degree. And medical students who matriculated 
from the University didn’t have the opportunity to be exposed 
to microbiology and a disease-based curriculum during their 
undergraduate education.

“It makes sense that if you were interested in the medical field, 
or science within the medical field, you would want exposure to 
a disease-based program,” Pari said. 

“And we knew we would not only benefit our medical 
students with this degree, but we would also benefit other 
professional degrees—like dental, veterinary, nursing—that are 
interested in research.”

Pari said that although the curriculum will greatly appeal to 
pre-health professional students, the microbiology and immunol-
ogy degree offers ample training for students wishing to pursue 
careers in microbiology research and clinical laboratory work. 

“To offer all aspects of microbiology, the degree encompasses 
other areas of microbiology that aren’t slanted in the medical 
area,” Pari said. “In the curriculum, we offer courses not only in 
general microbiology, but medical microbiology, virology, im-
munobiology, genetics and genomics, mining and some environ-
mental biology.”

According to the College of Science website, the major in 
molecular microbiology and immunology: “Provides in-depth 
studies at the molecular and cellular levels on the bacterial, viral, 
fungal and protozoan pathogens of humans, including their 

molecular structures, life cycles and mechanisms of pathogenesis. 
The student also receives an in-depth understanding of the mam-
malian immune system and its role in fighting infections and 
cancer, as well as its role in autoimmune diseases.”

The website goes on to inform potential students of possible 
career prospects as the number of professional microbiology 
positions increases nationally at universities, in the private indus-
try and in government service: “Molecular Microbiology and 
Immunology is the portal to careers in research, biotechnology, 
waste and wastewater management, the food industry and the 
Food and Drug Administration and Department of Agriculture, 
sectors of the patent industry, nursing, dental, veterinary, and 
human medicine and other clinically related fields.”

Christina Cho, director of advising, recruitment and reten-
tion for the College of Science, said that the first two years of the 
new degree look very similar to other programs offered by the 
College of Science. It’s during the junior year that students will 
take more microbiology courses primarily taught by School of 
Medicine faculty and have the opportunity to conduct research 
in laboratories alongside those faculty members.

“Undergraduate majors are intended to have a broad focus,” 
Cho said. “This degree is appealing to students because it’s more 
specific and disease-based.”

The molecular microbiology and immunology degree is pop-
ular at many other universities—for instance, the University of 
California, Davis has more than 1,000 students in their molecu-
lar microbiology and immunology program. Pari and Thompson 
consulted with Davis faculty on the design of the Nevada degree 
during its creation.

Collaboration results in new 
microbiology degree 
NEED DRIVES CREATION OF UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

To offer all aspects of microbiology, the degree 
encompasses other areas of microbiology that 
aren’t slanted in the medical area.

GREG PARI
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Once the design was complete, the proposal moved through 
the College of Science courses and curriculum committee and 
then to the University courses and curriculum committee. Once 
approved there, it went to the Provost’s Office, then the Board of 
Regents for approval this past June. 

According to Cho, enrollment is projected to grow quickly.
“Before this degree, neuroscience was one of the newest pro-

grams offered by the College of Science in partnership with the 
College of Liberal Arts,” Cho said. 

“We started neuroscience in 2008, and it has grown. We prob-
ably now have 250 to 300 neuroscience majors and based off of 
that, I anticipate this program to be very popular.”

Cho added that because a microbiology and immunology 
program is now offered in Nevada, students who would have 
had to go out-of-state to earn a molecular microbiology and im-
munology degree are able to stay at Nevada. She also added that 
the degree will soon be offered to BS-MD accelerated degree 
students, giving them an additional undergraduate major in a 
specialized area to choose from before they continue on to the 
School of Medicine.

Although the new degree has already created a buzz, pro-

spective students are finding out about it through College of 
Science recruitment sessions where they may speak with faculty 
and ask questions about the curriculum, career opportunities 
for the degree and what makes this degree different from similar 
degrees. Other marketing initiatives from the College of Science 
include college fairs, University-directed preview events and 
word-of-mouth.

“It would have never happened if we didn’t meet with Jeff 
Thompson to discuss how we could do this as a joint program,” 
Pari said, adding that credit equally is due to School of Medicine 
Dean Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D., who supported the initiative.

“They had the will, the need and the ability to market and 
house the degree in the College of Science. We had the exper-
tise—microbiologists—and the ability to teach the students, so 
we just had to bring the two pieces together.”

Enrollment for the degree is anticipated to be high based 
on capacity enrollment in, and positive response to, three beta 
courses offered in 2012 to test the waters: general microbiology, 
medical microbiology and virology. n -matt lush

From left, microbiologists Greg Pari, Subhash Verma, David AuCoin, Bill Courchesne and Ruth Gault are teaching undergraduate students who are declared majors in 
the new degree program this fall. PHOTO BY MATT LUSH
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With the goal of providing new services to 
its growing patient base, the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine continues to add 
medical expertise and offerings in the Depart-

ment of Surgery.
Shawn Tsuda, M.D., FACS, associate professor of surgery 

and chief of minimally invasive and bariatric surgery, now is 
certified in the LINX™ Reflux Management System.

Tsuda is the first and only surgeon in the state of Nevada 
with this certification.

The LINX™ system is a procedure that helps augment the 
lower esophageal sphincter for patients who have gastroesopha-
geal reflux disease, commonly known as heartburn. A prospec-
tive trial featuring LINX™ recently was published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine.

Gastroesophageal reflux disease, a chronic digestive disease, 
occurs when stomach acid flows back into the esophagus caus-
ing acid reflux and heartburn. It occurs at least twice a week or 
more frequently. Changes to diet and over-the-counter medica-
tions may offer some relief, but typically discomfort persists. In 
some cases, surgery is required to treat the disease.

“Millions of people have this disease, resulting in millions 
of prescriptions for treatment. The primary treatment remains 
medical. However, there is a growing concern for long-term 
health effects of certain antacids, including infection, bone loss 
and possibly heart disease,” Tsuda said.

Standard surgical treatment involves wrapping a portion of 
the stomach around the esophagus to reinforce the weakened 
lower esophageal sphincter. It typically is effective, but potential 
limitations include complications such as difficulty swallowing, 
gas bloat and an inability to belch or vomit; loss of effectiveness 
over time; and a recovery period lasting several days.

The LINX™ system does not require anatomical alteration 

of the stomach. Patients are placed under general anesthesia 
during the procedure, which typically lasts less than an hour. 
Most patients can go home the day after surgery and resume a 
normal diet; and these two factors alone, according to Tsuda, 
are extremely appealing to patients considering treatment op-
tions. He said in his research on the procedure, he has been 
impressed with the strong data backing the procedure and that 
it has been shown to be safe and effective in patients with gastro-
esophageal reflux disease unmanageable by medical treatment.

With a goal of keeping patients with colorectal diseases in 
Nevada, the Department of Surgery expanded the division of 

NEW TECHNIQUES IN BARIATRIC, COLORECTAL SURGERY PROCEDURES

Additional expertise grows
surgery department

Millions of people have this disease, resulting 
in millions of prescriptions for treatment. The 
primary treatment remains medical.

SHAWN TSUDA

Shawn Tsuda demonstrates the LINX System, a flexible band of interlinked tita-
nium beads with magnetic cores.  PHOTO BY EDGAR ANTONIO NUNEZ
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MORE ONLINE To view a video series with Dr. Tsuda on heartburn and the LINX™ 
reflux management system, visit youtube.com/nevadamedicine.

colorectal surgery under the leadership of Ovunc Bardakcioglu, 
M.D. with faculty surgeons trained in minimally invasive and 
robotic techniques. 

“Less invasive techniques are very demanding and difficult 
to learn when colorectal procedures are only done a few times a 
year by general surgeons. We are not only utilizing, but further 
developing that expertise here for the benefit of our patients,” 
Bardakcioglu said. 

School of Medicine colorectal surgeons, who are all fellow-
ship-trained and board-certified, have expertise in the treatment 
of colon and rectal cancer, Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, 
diverticulitis, complex anorectal surgery, pelvic floor dysfunction 
and fecal incontinence.

Primary care for colorectal diseases is offered through an 
office-based hemorrhoid treatment center and a referral line for 
screening colonoscopies. 

As a part of a tertiary care referral center, School of Medi-
cine surgeons provide advanced options such as laparoscopic 
surgery, robotic surgery, transanal minimal invasive surgery for 
advanced polyps and early rectal cancer and sacral nerve stimu-
lation for fecal incontinence. Bardakcioglu is taking it to the next 

level by developing a colorectal surgery fellowship to further 
expand the department’s ability to train other surgeons in the 
specialty as one of few training programs in the western U.S. 

Being part of an academic medical center means embrac-
ing a commitment to research, and Bardakcioglu is doing so by 
partnering with the school’s Department of Physiology and Cell 
Biology to find opportunities to expand translational research 
and move it from the laboratory to a clinical setting. Patients 
have access to ongoing prospective local studies developed by 
University of Nevada School of Medicine faculty along with 
national research trials.

“The bottom line is that we want our patients to know they 
don’t have to leave town, because we have the expertise they 
need right here in Las Vegas at the School of Medicine,” Barda-
kcioglu said. 

To schedule an appointment for treatment of any of these 
conditions, call 702-671-5150. n -anne mcmillin

Ovunc Bardakcioglu hopes to keep patients in Nevada by offering new surgical procedures. PHOTO BY EDGAR ANTONIO NUNEZ
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When noted biomedical researcher Michael (Mick) 
Hitchcock learned that the 2013 federal seques-
ter would affect basic science research funding 
at the University of Nevada School of Medicine, 

he wasn’t about to sit back and watch it happen.
“I became passionate about the field of research as a gradu-

ate student researcher, and I felt strongly that I wanted to help 
out,” said Hitchcock, a senior advisor to bio-pharmaceutical 
company Gilead. 

Having played a key role in developing a groundbreaking 
HIV drug that provides patients with easier dosing and fewer 
side effects than its predecessors, Hitchcock reached out to 
James Kenyon, Ph.D., senior associate dean of research and 
director of Nevada INBRE, a National Institutes of Health 
program designed to help traditionally underfunded states build 
biomedical infrastructure. Hitchcock saw Kenyon speaking 
on television about the effects of the across-the-board federal 
spending cuts, known as sequestration, which went into effect 
earlier this year. 

Frustration turned to action, with Hitchcock quickly es-

tablishing the Michael (Mick) J.M. Hitchcock, Ph.D. Fund for 
Graduate Assistants and the Michael (Mick) J.M. Hitchcock, 
Ph.D. Fund for Undergraduate Research Opportunities. Both 
provide bridge funding to the medical school so that undergrad-
uate and graduate students’ research may continue. 

“It is very generous of Dr. Hitchcock to support graduate 
work here at the University. Without this funding, I would not 
be able to continue my research on Human Cytomegalovirus 
and I would be forced to start over in some other field and 
essentially negate the last two years of research,” said Maggie 
Tarrant-Elorza, a graduate research assistant with the Depart-
ment of Microbiology and Immunology, and the first recipient 
of the fund. 

“The gift from Dr. Hitchcock will allow me to follow through 

PROVIDES GIFTS TO SUPPORT RESEARCH ASSISTANTS

Noted biomedical researcher
steps forward to fund research 

It is very generous of Dr. Hitchcock to support 
graduate work here at the University. 

MAGGIE TARRANT-ELORZA
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with my graduate project studying human cytomegalovirus 
latency and give me the opportunity to achieve a career as a 
research scientist.” 

The gift also helped Tarrant-Elorza travel to the 38th Annual 
International Herpesvirus Workshop in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan this summer, where she gave an oral presentation. 

My presentation was on my study of a viral protein that is 
expressed during the latent phase of HCMV and which may 
constitute a therapeutic target for combating the latent reservoir 
of HCMV,” she said, adding: “HCMV is the number one cause 
of birth defects in the United States and also the number one 
cause of complications and morbidity associated with solid organ 
and bone marrow transplants. Without the Hitchcock funding I 
would not have been able attend the conference which gave me 
and my research valuable exposure to other scientists.”

Of her invitation to speak at the conference, Hitchcock said: 
“The fact that she was selected to present speaks to the quality of 
her work.” 

Hitchcock has worked for more than 30 years in the bio-
pharmaceutical industry. He spent 12 years at Bristol-Myers 
Squibb before joining Gilead, where he joined former Bristol 

colleague John Martin in developing Viread, approved by the 
FDA in 2001 as a once-daily pill to treat HIV. Before Viread, 
a reported 90 percent of AIDS patients had to take as many 
as a dozen pills throughout the day, suffering side effects that 
included gauntness of the face, anemia and liver damage. Sub-
sequently they developed Atripla, approved in 2006 as the first 
single-tablet regimen for treatment of HIV that includes the 
active component of Viread and two other drugs. This simple 
one-pill once-a-day treatment has become a popular choice for 
physicians and patients.

 “Our researchers and students stand every day on the edge 
of scientific discovery,” said Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D., dean of 
the School of Medicine.

“An interruption to their important work could translate to 
a significant delay in providing new treatments and methods 
of care for patients. We are grateful to have found a friend and 
advocate in Mick.” 

To learn more about supporting the School of Medicine, 
please contact Christina Sarman, director of development, (775) 
784-6009 or christinas@unr.edu. n -roseann keegan and anne 
mcmillin, apr

Graduate research assistant Maggie Tarrant-Elorza, left, is able to continue her research and career at the School of Medicine thanks to the generous gift from Mick 
Hitchcock, right. PHOTO BY THERESA DANNA-DOUGLAS
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University of Nevada School of Medi-
cine students and friends Jennifer 

Sawaya and Zareen Choudhury both 
graduated from The Meadows private 
high school in Las Vegas, went out-of-
state for their undergraduate degrees and 
returned to Nevada for medical school. 

What brought the two Nevada natives 
back? Their love for Nevada, family and 
the fact that the School of Medicine is 
a smaller school where they knew they 
would get the personal attention to help 
them fulfill their dreams of becoming top 
notch physicians.

Following her high school graduation, 
Sawaya, 27, went to Northwestern Uni-
versity in Chicago where she graduated 
in 2008 with a bachelor of arts degree in 
biological sciences with a concentration in 
physiology and minor in psychology. 

“I chose to go to Northwestern because 
their programs were exceptional and gave 
me the opportunity to do research. While 
there, I knew I wanted to be a doctor 
and two summers later, while in medical 
school here, I was invited to go back to 
Northwestern to do research in dermatol-
ogy,” she explained.

Following Sawaya’s graduation from 
Northwestern, she worked in Washington, 
D.C. for a year as a legislative aide for 
U.S. Senator and Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid. During that time, she applied 
to medical schools, hoping she would get 
into the School of Medicine, and her wish 
came true.

“I was so excited when I got the news. I 
couldn’t believe I was going home where 
I could be with family again. I liked the 
fact that the school here is smaller and 
our professors turned out to be totally 

dedicated to teaching. They spend a lot of 
time with us and they care.”

“I’m especially grateful as the school 
has provided me with the opportunity 
to serve as the chief financial officer and 
board member for the Student Outreach 
Clinic. I’ve also been active in several 
dermatology research projects and con-
tinue to work in publications in order to 
achieve my goal of becoming a pediatric 
dermatologist.”  

Fellow classmate Zareen Choudhury, 
26, also chose to leave Nevada for her 
undergraduate work at the University of 
California, Irvine where she graduated in 
2009 with a bachelor’s degree in public 
health science. 

“I chose that major because I had a 
dream of becoming a doctor. I was known 
at Irvine for being very active in academic 
and campus activities. I liked it in Cali-

fornia, but when it came time to apply to 
medical schools, Nevada was at the top of 
the list. I wanted to come home to be with 
my family and friends.” 

“I love Nevada, and the medical school 
offers a lot of opportunities in regard to 
anatomy and pathology because we get 
critical experience early on. At bigger 
schools, that doesn’t happen. For most of 
them, you don’t even get to see a patient 
for the first couple of years, but we do 
here.”

While working on her medical 
degree, she has been a volunteer for 
the Volunteers in Medicine of Southern 
Nevada, been on medical mission work 
to Nicaragua and has worked as a medic 
for Nevada’s annual Burning Man event. 
Choudhury plans to pursue a career in 
obstetrics and gynecology in Las Vegas, 
because it’s home. n -anne pershing

Nevadans return home for medical school

Jennifer Sawaya, left, and Zareen Choudhury were drawn to the School of Medicine by the small class size and 
the quality of its professors. PHOTO BY EDGAR ANTONIO NUNEZ

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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Wife, mother, scientist and researcher. 
Heather Burkin, Ph.D, of the Uni-

versity of Nevada School of Medicine’s 
pharmacology department, is a busy 
woman on and off campus.

Promoted this summer to assistant 
professor, she is heading the research on 
women’s health and reproductive biology, 
which is being funded by the National 
Institute of Health.

“My current research is focused on 
signaling pathways in the pregnant uterus. 
I am particularly interested in differences 
between the normal and pre-term human 
uterus. This topic is extremely relevant 
today when 12.8 percent of births in the 
U.S. are premature.”

“Since pre-term birth is the leading 
cause of infant morbidity and mortality, it 
is distressing that this number is so much 
higher than in other developed countries,” 

she explained.
Burkin explained that the problem of 

pre-term births can have devastating re-
sults for the children and a major impact 
on the families. 

“We are going to try and discover the 
molecular changes occurring in the uterus 
that can lead to a contractile state. It’s a 
complex phenomenon and we want to 
know why this occurs so we can prevent 
these pre-term births.” 

Born in Pueblo, Colorado, Burkin 
earned a bachelor’s degree in biology at 
the University of Colorado in Boulder, 
and in 2000 earned a doctorate degree in 
reproductive biology/animal sciences at 
the University of Illinois in Urbana. 

She is married to fellow School of 
Medicine pharmacology researcher and 
associate professor Dean Burkin, Ph.D, 
and they have two children: a nine-year-

old daughter, Lily, and five-year-old son, 
Josh. Burkin said she and her husband 
have been married for 19 years. 

“We met at the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Cancer Research Institute in Denver 
where we were students and we got mar-
ried 10 months later.”

As marriage partners, Heather Burkin 
said with a smile, “Dean and I never run 
out of things to talk about between our 
children and our jobs at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine.”

In regard to her work, she credits 
Iain Buxton, Pharm.D., head of the 
pharmacology department, with being an 
amazing mentor when she came on board 
at the school in 2010 as a post-doctoral 
scholar in the department. 

“My dream job fell into my lap. It was 
unbelievable. And I’m still loving it. Dr. 
Buxton was so supportive.”

As for her students, Burkin likes to 
remind them how fortunate they are. 

“I tell them it’s a privilege to be here 
at the school. So many others would like 
the opportunity. The students have been 
just great and I’m so impressed with the 
caliber of students we have here.” 

She added that she also likes to advise 
students not to set limits on themselves. 

“Never make the assumption you can’t 
do something,” she tells them.

“Decide what you want. Put forth your 
best effort and go for it.”

“I look back and realize I have been 
blessed with the support I have received 
over the years. I wish that for everyone. I 
feel so fortunate and so grateful. It doesn’t 
get any better than this,” she said. n 

-anne pershing

Pharmacologist living her dream at medical school

Heather Burkin in her lab where she conducts basic science research on signaling pathways of the uterus 
during pregnancy.  PHOTO BY ANNE MCMILLIN, APR

FACULTY FOCUS
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Three current Las Vegas-based resi-
dents received 2013 Gold Foundation 

Humanism and Excellence in Teaching 
Awards at this year’s School of Medicine 
award ceremony in May. 

Those residents are Jyoti Desai, 
M.D.’11, obstetrics and gynecology; 
Jaclyn Munn, M.D., surgery; and Andrew 
Silver, M.D., plastic surgery. 

Justin Terry, M.D.’10, Jaleel Anjum, 
M.D. and Diana Chang, M.D. also 
received the award and graduated from 
School of Medicine residency programs 
this spring.

Criteria for the award are based on 
demonstrated commitment to teaching 
and compassionate treatment of patients 
and families, students and colleagues. 
Nominations are solicited from the third-
year class at the end of each clerkship and 
again at the end of the clinical year.

Upon graduating with a chemistry de-
gree from Rockhurst University in Kansas 
City, Mo., Silver decided to move to 
Nevada for medical school. Silver turned 
down a minor league baseball contract to 
pursue a career in medicine.

“I felt that becoming a surgeon would 
allow me to utilize all of my talents in a 
way that baseball never could,” Silver 
said. “The School of Medicine provided 
unique opportunities, especially in regard 
to patient care. We have the privilege of 
taking care of a wide range of patients, 
from the uninsured to those of private 
practice, which provides a vast array of 
experience and learning opportunities.”

Silver teaches in order to give back 
to the medical community, and said it’s 
important to remember that there is a 
lot about being a doctor that cannot be 

learned from a book.
“Everyone remembers residents who 

took the time to teach,” Silver said. “We 
are a major influence on medical stu-
dents and their education. I like to show 
students that having a personality is an 
important part of being a physician, and I 
try to make hospital time enjoyable.”

Upon being recognized as a 2013 
recipient of this award, Silver said: “Al-
though it is an honor to be recognized 
for my contribution to the education of 
the medical students, seeing them apply 
concepts and principles they have learned 
from our interactions is more important 
and more gratifying than any award I 
could receive.”

Desai, a Reno native and University of 
Nevada biotechnology alumna, decided 
on a career in medicine after working on 
an undergraduate project involving in-

vitro fertilization.
“I’ve always had a passion for women’s 

health, and my interest in reproductive 
endocrinology and infertility drove me to 
OB/GYN. It’s a diverse field and I like 
the combination of clinic, procedures and 
surgery,” she said.

Desai believes teaching is important 
because it builds confidence and com-
petence and can have a big impact on 
medical students.

“Clinical years can be intense, and I 
remember how nice it was to have people 
take the time to go over things with us,” 
Desai said.

“I realized during my time as a student 
that residents are very influential to 
medical students. We are close with the 
students and it’s very rewarding.” n 

-matt lush

Award honors compassionate resident teaching

Resident physicians, from left to right, Jaclyn Munn, Andrew Silver, Jaleel Anjum, and Jyoti Desai received the 
Gold Foundation Humanism and Excellence in Teaching Awards this year. PHOTO BY EDGAR ANTONIO NUNEZ

RESIDENT ROUND-UP
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Class of 2013 moves ahead to residency training

HOODED HEROES
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The 59 members of the Class of 2013 took to the stage at Lawlor Events Center on May 17, 2013 for the hooding ceremony to 
celebrate completion of their undergraduate medical education. Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D., vice president of the Division of 

Health Sciences and dean of the School of Medicine, served as the ceremony’s keynote speaker. Of note, 25 graduates, or 42 percent, 
will enter primary care specialties including internal medicine, pediatrics and family medicine. Nationwide, and in especially in Ne-
vada, there is a shortage of primary care physicians. For a list of match results, visit http://bit.ly/2013match. Photos by Matt Lush.



Become a mentor and feel 
your passion for medi-

cine again. There is strange 
alchemy that occurs when you 
open yourself up to a medical 
student’s scrutiny. You get a 
little nervous, you question your 
technique or your logic, you are 
kinder and you try harder. You 
aren’t worried about reimburse-
ment, correct coding, ACOs 
and health care reform. You 

are worried about being the best possible physician you can be.  
Community physicians are the lifeblood of our medical 

school, which needs your help to build new connections to en-
sure that our students continue to have access to the best clini-
cians in Nevada for clerkships and graduate medical education. 

There are many opportunities to become involved in proj-
ects that improve the education of our students and the health 
care of Nevadans. 

The Career Insight Advisement Group matches physician 
mentors to a small group of medical students who are interested 
in the physician’s specialty. The groups meet once every semes-
ter for 1-2 hours to discuss medical careers. This opportunity 
calls for a minimal time commitment for a fun, casual mentor-
ing experience on the Reno campus. Contact Jodi Shpargel, 
Assistant to Associate Dean, Admissions and Student Affairs at 
775.682.8361 or at jshpargel@medicine.nevada.edu

Physicians are needed at the Volunteers in Medicine of 
Southern Nevada clinic which provides health care for the 
uninsured residents of Clark County. For details, please contact 
Rebecca Edgeworth, M.D., the clinic’s medical director, at 
redgeworth@vmsn.org.  

The Student Outreach Clinic provides care to the under-
served patients of Washoe County and is run by first- and 
second-year students. The clinics include general medicine, 
pediatrics, women’s care and geriatrics. Volunteer as little as 
five hours a year or as much as five hours a week. For details, 
see www.studentoutreachclinic.org. 

I know that you are inundated with requests for your time, 
and I am so grateful for every alumnus who is currently teach-

ing and mentoring here and across the nation. Send me an 
email if you would like to be a part of the school’s future.  

The Alumni Association was honored to present the 2013 
Alumnus of the Year Award to Paul B. Roth, M.D., MS, FA-
CEP during UNR Homecoming Week. 

We are looking for new alumni board members to serve in 
2014-2016. All alumni are welcome to apply. If you have not 
renewed your membership, please take the time to send in your 
dues and/or your donation to the Alumni Association Scholar-
ship fund, Student Project Grant or the David Lupan Student 
Research Endowment. http://www.medicine.nevada.edu/
alumni/alumniassoc.html.

Tracey Delaplain, M.D.’87, FACOG 
TDelaplainMD@sbcglobal.net 

Message from the President of the Alumni Association

Community physicians are the life blood of our 
medical school.

TRACEY DELAPLAIN 

ALUMNI NOTES

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada
Time commitment: 4 hours to unlimited hours in direct 
patient care and teaching in Las Vegas
Rebecca Edgeworth, M.D.
redgeworth@vmsn.org.

Student Outreach Clinic
Time commitment: 5 hours a year to 5 hours a week 
in direct patient care and teaching MS1 and MS 2 
students in Reno. 
studentoutreachclinic.org

Career Insight Advisement Group
Time commitment: 2 hours per year to meet with MS1 
and MS 2 students interested in your specialty 
Jodi Shpargel
Assistant to Associate Dean
Admissions and Student Affairs
775.682.8361
jshpargel@medicine.nevada.edu
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ALUMNI ACCENT
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When told he was selected by School 
Medicine as its 2013 Outstanding 

Alumnus, Paul Roth, M.D., Class of 1974, 
said he couldn’t believe it.

“I was thrilled and couldn’t be happier. 
What an honor!”

This year’s outstanding alumnus 
received his award at the UNR Home-
coming Gala on October 23, said Tracey 
Delaplain, M.D.’87, president of the 
School of Medicine’s alumni association.

“We honored Dr. Paul Roth’s distin-
guished clinical and academic career and 
are grateful for his willingness to give 
back,” she said.

Roth, a native of Parsippany, New 
Jersey, is currently the Chancellor for 
Health Sciences and Dean of the Univer-
sity of New Mexico School of Medicine in 
Albuquerque. He attended the University 
of Nevada School of Medicine from 1972 

to 1974, when it was a two-year school, 
before transferring to the George Wash-
ington University School of Medicine in 
Washington, D.C. Roth completed his 
family practice residency in 1979 at the 
University of New Mexico.

Roth said that as students his Nevada 
classmates were pioneers because in those 
days the school was only a two-year pro-
gram, at the end of which they all had to 
transfer to four-year medical schools. 

Yet, he said, they were fortunate to 
gain a strong foundation in basic medical 
science from “some truly gifted faculty.”

One teacher who inspired Roth was 
now retired pediatrician and psychiatrist  
DeWitt “Bud” Baldwin, MD. 

“He was someone I could confide 
in and he provided me with all kinds 
of substantial information to help me 
with school. I also enjoyed wonderful 

friendships with my classmates like Bill 
Michelson, a fellow student who practices 
emergency medicine in Reno, and his 
wife, Judy. Naturally, many of us took 
advantage of our proximity to the Sierras 
and Lake Tahoe to explore the beauty of 
the mountains and just ‘chill out’ between 
and after major exams.” 

“When I transferred to the medical 
school in D.C., it was about as far away 
from Reno as one could imagine. I missed 
the School of Medicine and my friends. 
With this award, I’m reminded that the 
formative experiences and relationships 
stay with us for the rest of our lives. The 
experience in Reno definitely helped 
prepare me for my current job in New 
Mexico. I’ve always been very grateful 
and am extremely fond of Reno.”

Prior to becoming dean at New Mexi-
co in 1994, Roth held a variety of leader-
ship positions there, including chair of 
the Department of Emergency Medicine, 
director of ambulatory care programs and 
chief medical officer. 

His professional emphasis is in disas-
ter medicine, and he is a fellow in the 
American College of Emergency Physi-
cians. He founded the University of New 
Mexico Center of Disaster Medicine and 
created the nation’s first civilian Disaster 
Medical Assistance Team in the National 
Disaster Medical System in 1984. The 
team continues to be the largest and most 
experienced in the U.S. 

Roth also held a variety of leader-
ship positions, including member of 
the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Ser-
vices Public Health Emergency Advisory 
Council. n -anne pershing

Alumnus reflects on early years at Nevada’s medical school

2013 Alumnus of the Year Paul Roth, M.D. SCREENSHOT/UNIVERISTY OF NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE



1980s
Madeline Waid, M.D.’86, has joined 
the surgery division at Gifford Medical 
Center in New Hampshire. After gradu-
ating from the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine, she went on to a 
general surgery internship at Mary Imo-
gene Bassett Hospital in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., and an anesthesiology residency at 
the University of Wisconsin in Madison.

Tracey Delaplain, M.D.’87, was se-
lected for a Nevada Alumni Association 
Service Award that was presented at the 
UNR Homecoming Gala on October 23. 
Her UNR Pack includes Tom Delaplain 
’86, Patrick Delaplain ’10 and Sean 
Delaplain ’13. 

1990s
Jonathan Lucas, M.D.’94, is the chief 
deputy medical examiner for San Diego 
County, Calif. He completed residency 
from the UCLA anatomic and clinical pa-
thology program and previously worked 
in the New York City Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner. 

Eva Liang, M.D.’95, opened Center 
For Sight in Las Vegas. She is certified 
by the American Board of Opthalmol-
ogy. In 2001, she founded the Sight for 

David A. Zucker, 
M.D.’74, is the 
recipient of the 
C.H. Woods Award 
given to the 
physician who best 
demonstrates the 
art of medicine and 
caring for patients 
by the Washoe 
County Medical 
Society.

2000s
Vance Alm, M.D., Family Medicine 
Residency ‘01, joins the Northern Ne-
vada Medical Group at its new location 
on South Los Altos Parkway in Sparks.

Gina R. Dapra, M.D.,‘02, is serving 
as the 2013 president of the Washoe 
County Medical Society. 

Brandy Hattendorf, M.D., Pediatric 
Residency ’02, was named medical 
director of non-invasive pediatric cardi-
ology at Miller Children’s Hospital Long 
Beach, Calif.

Jason Webb, M.D.’07 is chief resident, 
internal medicine at Durham Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in North Carolina.

Kyle Yamamoto, M.D.’09, married Car-
rie Dekoski on May 26, 2013 in Buffalo, 
New York.

2010s
Karen B. Alderfer, M.D.’10, was named 
chief resident in radiology at Los Ange-
les County+USC Medical Center.

Patrick Woodard, M.D.’11, signed a 
multi-year commercialization agree-
ment with Howard University to bring 
his DocDox innovative health informa-
tion technology software to market.

Life Foundation which arranges with 
hospitals and doctors to treat patients at 
reduced fees.

Michael Koester, M.D.’96, a leader in 
the area of sports concussions, is the 
2013 recipient of the Award of Merit 
from the National Federation of State 
High School Associations. A staff physi-
cian at the Slocum Center for Ortho-
pedics and Sports Medicine in Eugene, 
Oregon, Koester specializes in the evalu-
ation and treatment of musculoskeletal 
injuries and conditions. He is trained in 
both pediatric and adult sports medi-
cine, but has a special interest in the 
evaluation and care of injuries in young 
children and adolescents. He did his 
pediatric residency at the University of 
Washington School of Medicine and his 
primary care sports medicine fellowship 
at Vanderbilt University.

Stacey Hudson, M.D.’98, was featured 
on NBCNews.com for a successful 
balloon sinus surgery. He is an otolaryn-
gologist at Advanced Otolaryngology 
Associates in Reno. After graduating, 
he completed residency training at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester Minnesota’s 
Department of Otorhinolaryngology. He 
is board-certified by the American Board 
of Otolaryngology.

PHOTO BY ANNE MCMILLIN
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With a desire to ‘pay it forward’, 
former School of Medicine 

Alumni Association President Lisa Lyons, 
M.D.,’97, established an endowment to 
support post-baccalaureate students at her 
alma mater.

“I was a single mother who was helped 
so much with my education with grants 
and a friend’s father who came forward 
with funding for my medical school inter-
views, that I wanted someone else to have 
that opportunity,” Lyons said.

Working through the School of 
Medicine’s Development Office and the 
University of Nevada, Reno Foundation, 
Lyons created the Dr. Lisa M. Lyons 
Medical School Application Award En-
dowment to support fees associated with 
the post-baccalaureate program, medical 
school application fees, test preparations, 
travel to interviews and interview clothing 

for underrepresented recipients demon-
strating a significant financial need.

The 2012-2013 recipient of this 
generous award was Cody Harris, a 2011 
biology graduate from the University of 
Nevada, Reno, who is the first in his fam-
ily to attend college.

“I want to plant the seed with my 
classmates and other alumni to consider 
giving back to the University when they 
are able to do so, especially if they have 
been helped by someone who gave to 
their education,” Lyons said.

As a longtime Nevadan, Lyons at-
tended the University of Nevada, Reno 
and received an undergraduate degree in 
clinical laboratory science in 1988.

She was active with the UNR cheer-
leading team throughout her undergradu-
ate experience.

Following graduation she worked at 

University Medical Center of Southern 
Nevada and had a son, Cameron. 

During her time at UMC, she realized 
she really liked interacting with patients 
and wanted more than what the lab could 
offer, so she decided to pursue admission 
to medical school.

After earning her medical degree, she 
stayed in Nevada and completed resi-
dency in internal medicine at the School 
of Medicine’s Las Vegas campus. 

Lyons remains quite active as a volun-
teer and supporter of the University and 
medical school.

She is serving as the immediate past 
president of the School of Medicine 
Alumni Association Board and with 
serves on the Nevada Alumni Association 
Council, the medical school admissions 
committee and countless other volunteer 
opportunities.

In 2011, she was recognized by the 
Nevada Alumni Association with the 
Alumni Association Service Award.

Lyons is currently the associate medi-
cal director of Infinity Hospice Care in 
Las Vegas.

“Dr. Lyons was a generous and consis-
tent annual fund donor who decided to 
take her giving to the next level in a way 
that was especially meaningful to her.”

“It’s a pleasure to work with our sup-
porters like Lisa to create personalized 
giving opportunities that, in turn, support 
the school and its students,” said Chris-
tina Sarman, School of Medicine develop-
ment director.

For more information on giving, 
contact the development office at (775) 
682-7341. n -anne mcmillin, apr

Alumna pays it forward

Lisa Lyons, M.D.’97, center, received the Alumni Association Service Award in 2011 from Julie Rowe, former 
Nevada Alumni Association president and University President Marc Johnson.  PHOTO BY THERESA DANNA-DOUGLAS
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Faculty honored at end of academic year
Iain Buxton, Pharm.D., chair of pharmacology, was appointed 
as a University of Nevada, Reno 2013 Foundation Professor in 
recognition of his outstanding research and teaching achieve-
ments. The late Kenneth T. Maehara, Ph.D., assistant profes-
sor of pathology, was honored with the Dean’s Distinguished 
Service Award for his 21 years of teaching pathology and 
serving the admissions process in several capacities including 
assistant dean for admissions. Jacob Manjooran, M.D., earned 
recognition as this year’s Praeceptor Carissimus Award for his 
role precepting and mentoring students and residents. Carl 
Sievert, Ph.D., professor of physiology and cell biology, was 
honored with the inaugural Perillustris Docere award as a dis-
tinguished teacher who forms special bonds with students.

Auditorium named for Lupan
The legacy of David M. Lupan, Ph.D., former senior associate 
dean for research, was honored this summer when the large 
auditorium in the Center for Molecular Medicine on the School 
of Medicine’s Reno campus was dedicated in his name. Lupan 
passed away on June 23, 2012. A plaque honoring Dr. Lupan 
and his contributions to the medical school now hangs inside 
the entrance to the auditorium. In addition, and at the wish of 
his family, an endowed fund for the support of medical and 
graduate student research has been established at the School 
of Medicine.

Palmer elected to board
Elissa J. Palmer, M.D., chair of Department of Family and 
Community Medicine in Las Vegas, was elected to the board of 
the National Association of Departments of Family Medicine. 
 

Nevada Women’s Fund recognizes Scott
Carol Scott, M.D.’91, was named a 2013 Nevada Women’s 
Fund Woman of Achievement this summer. She is director of 

the sports medicine fellowship in Reno and was nominated 
for this honor by Cheryl Hug-English, M.D.’82, director of the 
University of Nevada, Reno Student Health Center. 

School, UMC participate in science fair in 
Las Vegas
The School of Medicine and University Medical Center staffed 
an interactive booth at the Las Vegas Science and Technology 
Festival this spring at the Cashman Center. Medical students, 
outreach staff from the School of Medicine and UMC and 
nurses from UMC worked the hands-on experiential booth that 
included interactive activities. Deborah Kuhls, M.D., associate 
dean for academic affairs, spearheaded school’s effort to par-
ticipate in the festival and was ably assisted by Ann Diggins, 
director of recruitment.

Students earn recognition, scholarships
Congratulations to Shavon Moore, Class of 2016, one of 
eight recipients of the American Medical Association Minority 
Scholarship Award and the first University of Nevada School of 
Medicine recipient of this award. Nick Tschernia, Class of 2014, 
is the first School of Medicine recipient of a National Institutes 
of Health Medical Research Scholars Program award for a 
one-year residential research program in Bethesda, Maryland. 
Zareen Choudhury, Class of 2014, was honored with a Stu-
dent Rising Star Award from the Clark County Medical Society 
this summer.

Faculty honored by Nevada Business
Five faculty members have been honored as 2013 Healthcare 
Heroes by Nevada Business magazine: Wei Yan, M.D., Ph.D. 
(technology/research), Sonia Budhecha, M.D. (educator), 
Evan Klass, M.D., (community partner in northern Nevada), 
Tom Hunt, M.D., (community partner in southern Nevada) 
and Charles Krasner, M.D. (nonprofit).
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School’s sports medicine faculty help at 
local events
University of Nevada School of Medicine Reno-based sports 
medicine faculty members were busy this summer volunteer-
ing time at northern Nevada regional public sporting events. 
Carol Scott, M.D.’91, director of the sports medicine fellow-
ship program, and Ryan Zerr, D.O., sports medicine fellow, 
volunteered their time providing medical care at the Reno 
Rodeo in June and the Tahoe Endurance Run in July.

Goodman winners named 
The Second Annual Philip H. Goodman Resident Competition 
was held this past spring and included presentations repre-
senting 12 University of Nevada School of Medicine residency 
programs, nine from Las Vegas and three from Reno. Winners 
of the competition were Matthew Golle, M.D., above, obstet-
rics and gynecology, first place; Nolan Jaeger, M.D., plastic 
surgery, second place and Faisal Siddiqui, M.D., internal 
medicine (Reno), third place.

Established in 2010 in recognition of his outstanding contribu-
tions to the medical school and to resident training, the Philip 
H. Goodman Award in Resident Excellence in Critical Appraisal 
was established in his memory through the Philip H. Goodman 
Endowment.

White Coat Ceremony welcomes first-year 
medical students
The University of Nevada School of Medicine welcomed the 
70 new members of the Class of 2017 at its annual White Coat 
Ceremony on Aug. 9. The ceremony welcomes new students 
by “cloaking” them with a white physician coat, thereby 
symbolically demonstrating they have entered the health care 
profession and helping establish a psychological contract for 
the practice of medicine in their future. 

School offers cancer screening clinics in 
Lincoln County
The University of Nevada School of Medicine’s Nevada Radia-
tion and Exposure Screening and Education Program an-
nounced a new partnership with Grover C. Dils Medical Center 
that will bring free cancer screening clinics to Lincoln County 
residents. Nevadans who lived near or worked at the Nevada 
Test Site during the period of atmospheric nuclear testing 
(1951–1963) may be eligible to participate. 

Matles hired as safety officer
The School of Medicine welcomes Steve Matles as its new 
safety officer in the Office of Compliance. Matles brings two 
decades of experience in hospital safety and emergency 
management to the medical school. He has consulted with 
more than 20 hospitals across the nation on safety, hazardous 
materials and emergency management issues.

Shigemitsu hired as chief of pulmonary 
and critical care medicine
The School of Medicine welcomes Hidenobu Shigemitsu, 
M.D., as professor of internal medicine and chief of pulmonary 
and critical care medicine in Las Vegas.

He specializes in a wide-range of pulmonary diseases and is 
an internationally recognized expert in sarcoidosis, pulmonary 
fibrosis and interstitial lung diseases.

Goodnight hired as event coordinator
Audrey Goodnight has joined the School of Medicine as 
event coordinator. She holds a master’s degree in communi-
cation from UNR and has several years’ experience in events 
management with the University Foundation and the David-
son Institute.
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HOME COUNTIES AND STATES, CLASS OF 2017

Class size continues to grow at the University of Nevada School of Medicine, Nevada’s only statewide public medical school. The 
current incoming first-year class has 70 students, a 22.8 percent increase since 2007. The majority of students in the class of 2017 
are from Nevada, with eight students from other states, including those without their own medical schools.

Undergraduate medical education

Washoe County 30

Clark County26

Elko County2
Carson City2
Humboldt County1
Churchill County1

Utah5
Montana 1
Idaho 2

‘83     ‘88      ‘93      ‘98     ‘03     ‘08     ‘13

TOTAL UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENT
1983-2013

Total enrollment, including all four years of undergrad-
uate medical students, has increased by 44.3 percent 
over the last 30 years.

Total undergraduate enrollment at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine in 1983 was 185. In 2013, it 
is 267 medical students.

FACTS AND FIGURES
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The clinical practice of the
University of Nevada School of Medicine

Training Nevada’s doctors, treating Nevada’s patients  Nevada’s only statewide public medical school is training 
the next generation of physicians, as well as providing advanced medical care for Nevada families. School of Medicine physicians are among the best doctors 
anywhere—and they’re here to serve you. Whatever your stage in life, in Reno or Las Vegas, you’ll find the ideal doctor and medical care.
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