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Need a doctor?
The University of Nevada School of Medicine has opened the Patient Care Center—
Henderson with your health in mind, whatever your age. The center offers comprehensive 
services, including primary care, surgery and an array of specialties, at one location.

Broad-based expertise
All physicians at the center are board-certified and University-based with advanced 
training in their fields. 

Convenient, coordinated care
Referrals to specialists can be made right away, and you’ll come back to the same office 
for your specialty care. Your physicians will be collaborating to provide the highest quality 
of coordinated care, avoiding duplication of screenings and tests to save you time, stress 
and money.

Call for your appointment

• Family medicine, geriatrics, musculoskeletal, sports medicine (702) 676-3620

• Pediatrics, pediatric allergy/immunology, behavioral/developmental, neurology, endocrinology, infectious diseases, 

pulmonology (702) 676-3660

• OB/GYN, urogynecology, women’s health (702) 676-3640

• Adult allergy/immunology (702) 676-3660

• Plastic and reconstructive surgery, bariatric and reflux surgery, colon and rectal surgery, breast and general 

oncology surgery (702) 676-3600

Now open at 3175 St. Rose Parkway, 2nd Floor at Seven Hills Drive in Henderson, Nevada.

medicine.nevada.edu/henderson

University of Nevada
School of Medicine
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ABOUT THE COVER 
The school’s partnerships span the state of Nevada and include working with people in a 
multitude of health care fields. The photo, which illustrates team work, is comprised of the 
hands and arms of the staff at the Clinical Simulation Center of Las Vegas. Photo by Edgar 
Antonio Núñez.
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community physicians who will 
be involved in building out the 
full clinical teaching capacity of 
the School of Medicine in Reno.

The Office for Community 
Faculty is an example of a much 
larger topic, which is the exciting 
impact that a full medical school 
has on its community. If you 
are an alumnus of the School 
of Medicine practicing in Reno, 
you will have the opportunity 
to be more involved in medical 
student and resident teaching. 
If you are a patient in Reno, 
you will benefit from medical 
students and residents invested 
in your care. 

Everyone will benefit from an increased volume of clinical research 
improving the quality and outcomes of care that is provided. The com-
munity will benefit from its reputation as home to a top medical school 
that is training the next generation of Nevada’s physicians. We will all 
benefit from Nevada’s reputation as a place where public medical educa-
tion is strong, where businesses want to locate and people want to live.

All of these exciting developments contribute to the School of Medi-
cine’s mission to improve health and health care in Nevada.

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.
Professor, Family and Community Medicine
Dean, University of Nevada School of Medicine
Vice President, Division of Health Sciences

BEING CONNECTED TO OUR 
NEVADA COMMUNITIES

DEAN’S PERSPECTIVE

The University of Nevada School of Medicine is a communi-
ty-based school. Technically this means that we do not have 
an owned university teaching hospital nor health insurance 
or health system structure within which to meet our teaching 
and research missions. We need to build these partnerships 

with hospitals, health care institutions and community physicians. It 
also means that we have a particularly strong commitment to serving the 
community through these and other partnerships.

What it really means is that we are particularly aware of our critical 
role as a member of the community, of our mission to serve the commu-
nity, and of our need to engage the community in achieving our missions.

This issue of Synapse focuses on several outstanding examples of our 
community commitment and service. 

In this issue, you will learn about how our students serve patients 
without health insurance through the Student Outreach Clinic, how 
our students help provide medical care to two major public events for 
which Nevada is famous and how the old anatomy lab that many alumni 
will remember has now been repurposed as a facility to train practicing 
physicians in new surgical and medical procedures. We highlight the 
NIH-funded clinical and translational grant held by the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas for which we are a major partner, and how it has 
brought together prominent investigators from both institutions. 

Perhaps most importantly, we describe the initiative to develop an 
office, called the Office for Community Faculty, to support the many 
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FACTS AND FIGURES
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STUDENTS EXCEL ON STEP 1 EXAMS 
U.S. Medical Licensing Examinations are administered to students at three 
different points during the four years of medical school. 

Typically, medical students take the STEP 1 exam at the end of the 
second year as they move from the classroom into the clinical settings 
of clerkship rotations. Students must achieve the nationally established 
minimum passing score on STEP 1 before they can complete the required 
clerkship rotations. 

Figure 1 shows the performance of all first-time test takers from the 
School of Medicine over the past five years on the STEP 1 exam admin-

istered by the National Board of 
Medical Examiners. The average 
score achieved by School of Med-
icine students is compared to the 
nationally reported average score 
for all first-time test takers from U.S. 
and Canadian medical schools.

Figure 2 illustrates pass rates 
for first-time test takers from the 

School of Medicine and nationally for the past five years.

FIGURE 2
U.S. Medical Licensing Examiners
STEP 1 Percentage Pass Rates: 
University of Nevada School of 
Medicine vs. National, 2010-2014. 
Source: National Board of Medical 
Examiners Annual Summary Reports

FIGURE 1
U.S. Medical Licensing Examiners
STEP 1 Scores: University of Nevada 
School of Medicine vs. National, 
2010-2014. Minimum passing 
score was 180 in years 2010-2013; 
192 in 2014. Source: National Board 
of Medical Examiners Annual Sum-
mary Reports
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MILESTONE ACHIEVED
For the 66 students of the Class of 2015, 
the USMLE STEP 2 Clinical Knowledge 
and Clinical Skills exams results were 
outstanding. The class average on 
the Clinical Knowledge exam was the 
highest in school history at 245 and 100 
percent of the class passed both exams.



WEBSITE OVERHAUL 
PROJECT EARNS
PRSA HONOR 
The School of Medicine’s Market-
ing and Communications Office 
earned top honors at the Sierra 
Nevada Chapter of the Public Re-
lations Society of America’s annual 
Silver Spikes awards competition 
last fall for its overhaul of the 
school’s website. Kevin Murphy, 
the school’s web system coordi-

nator and architect of the website 
rebuild, accepted the Silver Spike 
award, in the category of “Media 
Relations: Owned Websites.”

SYNAPSE WRITER
EARNS RECOGNITION
Anne Pershing took third place 
in the Nevada Press Association’s 
2014 Better Newspaper Contest. 
Her story entitled “The Road to 
Medical School” in the spring 2013 
issue was honored in the “Best 
Explanatory Journalism” category. 
A Pulitzer Prize nominated former 
editor, Pershing has been writing 
for Synapse for four years and is a 
member of the Nevada Newspa-
per Hall of Fame and served on 
the board of the Nevada Press 
Association for 16 years.

FREE CAREGIVER RURAL 
TRAINING OFFERED
The Nevada Geriatric Education 

Center offered free caregiver 
training sessions in several rural 
communities across Nevada last 
fall. These trainings, sponsored by 
the Aging and Disability Services 
Division, followed the theme 

“Healthy Brain, Healthy Body” and 
explained the difference between 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, 
presented strategies to maintain 
brain health, discussed principles 
and techniques to respond effec-
tively to persons living with a form 
of dementia and explained the 
importance of physical activity.

PROMOTING HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS FOR
NATIVE AMERICANS
The School of Medicine’s Area 
Health Education Centers hosted 
Native American college students 
for a workshop to increase their 
interest in health professions 
last August in Las Vegas. Hosting 

organizations of higher education 
from California and Nevada came 
together with the Association 
of American Indian Physicians 
to reach out to American Indian 
college students to fill needed 
health professions to serve Native 
American communities. Students 
attending the workshop represent-
ed 13 tribes, 10 universities and 
nine states.

FACULTY EARN HEALTH-
CARE HEROES HONORS
Faculty members earned honors 
as Nevada Business magazine’s 
Healthcare Heroes last fall. The 
annual awards program honors 
Nevadans making significant 
contributions to health care across 
10 categories in both the northern 
and southern regions of the state. 
David AuCoin, Ph.D., was recog-
nized for his research; Josh Bardin, 
M.D., was honored for teaching; J. 
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NEWS AND NOTES

Tribal members offered explanation of some of their cul-
tural ways including circle or round dances, which celebrate 
friendships, social communication and seasonal gatherings. 
Demonstrations of singing, drumming and dancing were also 
performed by members of various tribes in northern Nevada.

Keith Clark, with the School of Medicine’s Office of Rural Health, 
presented awards to tribal health care providers in attendance 
thanking them for their efforts for native people and recognizing 
the challenges of rural health care in general, and more specifi-
cally, Native American health care challenges.

Ivan Lopez, M.D., was recognized 
as a humanitarian and Miriam 
Bar-on, M.D., was recognized in the  
administrator category.

SANDERS EARNS NIH 
PHASE 3 GRANT 
Kenton Sanders, Ph.D., above, chair 
of the physiology and cell biology 
department, has received Phase 3 
funding in the amount of $5.4 mil-
lion over the next five years from 
the National Institutes of Health to 

support his Center of Biomedical 
Research Excellence program 
on smooth muscle plasticity. 
The Phase 3 grant funding, an 
Institutional Development Award, 
will support further exploration of 
how smooth muscles change in 
response to disease.  

STUDENTS EXCEL AT 
BIERKAMPER
CONVOCATION 
Medical and graduate students 
excelled at the Annual Bierkamper 
Research Convocation held last fall. 
The convocation provides students 
the opportunity to present original 
research to a group of their peers 
and mentors. Apurva Sarathy took 
first place in the graduate student 
category while there was a tie for 
first place in the medical student 
category between Brittany Bar-
tolome and a team consisting of 
Cole Gross, Chris Kurnik, Barre Guil-

len, Robert Childs, Reuel Meason, 
Danielle Hayes and Christina Works. 
Students participating in the 
convocation were evaluated by a 
panel of judges from the School of 
Medicine faculty. They competed 
in either the graduate student cat-
egory or medical student category 

and were judged based upon the 
quality of their research, findings 
and presentation. The top student 
in each category will receive a cash 
award as well as recognition for 
their achievement during School 
of Medicine commencement 
ceremonies in May.

The University of Nevada School of Medicine honored and recog-
nized Native American Nevadans and those dedicated to their 
health at the annual Nevada Rural Health Day event on Nov. 20, 
2014 on the Reno campus.

Daryl Crawford, executive director of the Inter-Tribal Council 
of Nevada, accepted recognition on behalf of the Nevada tribes 
and explained the role of the Inter-Tribal Council, the non-profit 
governing body of tribal chairmen, and its efforts to provide 
health, social, educational and elder services along with eco-
nomic opportunities to native peoples living in rural Nevada.

School honors tribal health providers 
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HONORING NATIVE AMERICANS
Native American drummers, singers and dancers share a 
social aspect of northern Nevada tribal culture at the 2014 
Nevada Rural Health Day event at the School of Medicine. 
Photo by Anne McMillin, APR.





When it comes to improving the health and health care of Nevada, it 
takes a state. The School of Medicine is cultivating collaborators state-
wide who are equally dedicated to advancing the cause of good health. 

Story by Anne McMillin, APR and David O. Perez

IN SEARCH OF BEHAVIORAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL CONCERNS IN CHILDREN
Mario Gaspar de Alba, M.D., right, a board-certified behavioral and devel-
opmental pediatrician in Las Vegas, discusses a medical case with first-year 
pediatric resident David Carl, M.D. In the foreground are some of the toys and 
tools that help Gaspar de Alba evaluate and diagnose children with behavioral 
and developmental issues including attention deficit hyperactivity syndrome 
and autism. Photo by Edgar Antonio Núñez.
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As a community-based medical school, the School of Med-
icine enjoys a long tradition, dating back to its inception 
in 1969, of being connected to the Nevada community at 
multiple touch points. 

From reaching out to potential students to partnering 
with like-minded heath care institutions to provide better patient care, 
the School of Medicine is deeply involved in the community to improve 
the health and health care of Nevadans. 

JOINT AUTISM CENTER IN LAS VEGAS
A collaborative effort that began in 2012 is being formalized between 
Nevada’s two universities and a private organization for the benefit of 
southern Nevada’s youngest citizens. 

The University of Nevada, Las Vegas Center for Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, the University of Nevada School of Medicine and the Grant-
A-Gift Autism Foundation are working together in multidisciplinary 
teams to evaluate, diagnose and offer treatment options for families with 

children suffering from autism and related disorders.
The three organizations combined their expertise to grow the 

UNLV Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders into a full-service clinic, 
according to Mario Gaspar De Alba, M.D., a developmental behavioral 
pediatrician with the School of Medicine.

Teams of speech therapists, psychologists, social workers, vocational 
therapists, board-certified behavioral analysts, developmental behavioral 
pediatricians and occupational therapists evaluate young patients and de-
velop a plan of “next steps” for the family, all in one convenient location.  

The synergism of these three organizations allows for consolidation, 
collaboration and coordination of talents and resources.

Increased efficiencies enable scientists to confer with clinicians, ther-
apists, teachers, parents, counselors and advocates as they work together 
from their different perspectives to provide quality evidence-based treat-
ment and the most comprehensive continuum of services.

“Grant-a-Gift is excited to partner with UNLV and the School of 
Medicine in creating the most comprehensive center of care for families 
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living with autism and related neurological disorders in Nevada,” said 
Lynda Tache, founder and executive director of the Grant-A-Gift 
Autism Foundation.  

“Through this collaboration, we will be able to expand current services 
and offer new and innovative treatments with research that will give 
families hope of a better future.” 

Tache’s son was diagnosed with autism nine years ago by a team of 
autism specialists that included the School of Medicine’s Colleen Morris, 
M.D., a genetic pediatrician.

The partnership provides medical research on the causes and treat-
ment of autism, education of health care providers to accelerate early 
detection and timely treatment, outreach to families to inform them of 
their options, a continuum of care from childhood through the life span 
and stronger and more cohesive advocacy.

HEARTS AT HUG HIGH
High school students had the opportunity to gain hands-on medical 
experience working with the High Sierra Area Health Education Center 
and medical students from the School of Medicine as they were guided 
through basic anatomy in the dissection of pig hearts last December at 
Hug High School in Reno. 

The interactive learning experience is part of the Health Scienc-
es Academy offered to students at Hug High interested in pursuing 
post-secondary education and careers in health and medicine. 

Medical and health services are integrated into the traditional high 
school curriculum with a focus on hands-on experience facilitated by 
School of Medicine faculty and students.

SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS
Working in partnership with the Clark County School District, School 
of Medicine is providing free health care to underserved youth in Neva-
da’s largest city. With the help of Nevin Wilson, M.D., and David Parks, 
M.D., School of Medicine pediatricians, four district schools currently 
house medical school operated school-based health centers.

School-based health centers serve youth ages four to 19 attending 
the partnered school. The health centers provide immunizations, sports 
physicals and minor emergency care.

Some specialized clinics assist with asthma care, but all health centers 
are equipped to address general health needs. Centers operate during 
regular school hours with no cost to students.

No health insurance is required, only a signed permission slip from a 
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parent or guardian.
The four clinics operated by School of Medicine pediatric residents 

and faculty include Matt Kelly Elementary School, which was the first to 
open a health center in 2009.

K.R. Booker Elementary School, Grant Sawyer Middle School and 
West Preparatory Academy followed soon after.

According to Wilson, Mary Beth Hogan, M.D., has been involved 
with writing two grants to help fund the asthma side of the project and 
Dodds Simangan, D.O., a co-chief resident in pediatrics, has done much 
of the work to ensure the health centers function properly.  

“There have been good, positive responses from the clinics and the 
community and that all depends on clinic location and providers. It is 
important that we look over our children’s health care so they can attend 
school,” said Sally Jost, director of health services for the Clark County 
School District.

The health centers are funded through grants and corporate dona-
tions, including a recent $50,000 grant from the United Way of Southern 
Nevada and obtained by the Nevada Youth Alliance.

Through the School of Medicine and the Nevada Youth Alliance 
partnership, which dates back to 2008, School of Medicine community 
health programs such as the school-based health centers have been able 
to secure several private and federal grants.

“Over the past several years the School of Medicine, in partnership 
with Nevada Youth Alliance, has served thousands of youth and their 
families. Additional partners such as Amerigroup Community Care and 
REACH, affiliated with the Mexican consulate, have joined to assist 
the School of Medicine’s school-based health centers,” explained David 
Osman, the Amerigroup senior community relations representative.

According to Osman, approximately 3,000 youth have the opportuni-
ty to be served and have access to preventive health care at all four school 
clinics operated by the School of Medicine.

ANNUAL PREVIEW DAY 
Arranged by the School of Medicine’s Office of Admissions and Student 
Affairs, about 40 undergraduate pre-medical students from the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Las Vegas and Nevada State College toured the medical 
school’s Reno campus as part of the annual preview day event designed to 
introduce potential applicants to the medical school’s admissions process.

The day-long event, on Jan. 13, kicked off over breakfast with a wel-
come from Melissa Piasecki, M.D., senior associate dean for academic 
affairs. Tim Baker, M.D.’04, associate dean of medical education, gave 

“Through this collaboration, we will be 
able to expand current services and offer 
new and innovative treatments with 
research that will give families hope of a 
better future.”

TODDLER’S HEARTBEAT
Pediatrician Nevin Wilson, M.D., listens to 
a young patient’s heart at the Pediatrics 
Center—Las Vegas as mom Sara McWilliams 
looks on. Photo by Edgar Antonio Núñez.



The undergraduates ended 
their day with exploratory rota-
tions as medical school faculty and 
staff made presentations on the 
multiple mini interview process, 
strategies for taking the MCAT, 
dual degree programs and writing 
personal statements for the admis-
sions application.

OFFICE FOR
COMMUNITY FACULTY
Last year, the School of Medi-
cine embarked on an initiative to 
increase its capacity for student 
clinical education and to extend its 

partnerships with community physicians in a more formal and com-
prehensive manner by creating its new Office for Community Faculty, 
located at Renown Regional Medical Center in Reno.

“This collaboration was a natural fit for us,” said Max Coppes, M.D., 
Ph.D., MBA, executive vice president, chief medical and academic 
officer for Renown Health.

“As an organization we are committed to helping our community 
increase the number of physicians who can serve the health care needs of 
northern Nevada.”

The Office for Community Faculty is not only generously supported 
by Renown Health, it also will serve northern Nevada physicians who 
want to be more connected to the medical school’s teaching mission.

“This office will be an important part of our relationship with physi-
cians in the community,” said Melissa Piasecki, M.D., senior associate 
dean for academic affairs. 

“We want to develop this office to be targeted to the needs of our 
community physicians. As a community-based medical school, it is 
important that we support these faculty in their teaching roles.”

Piasecki said that following a search for a director for the new office, 
the goal is to take an individualized approach to understanding and 
enhancing the value of faculty appointments for community physicians.

The Office for Community Faculty will be supported by the Savitt 
Medical Library, for training and access to online resources; the Office 
for Faculty Affairs and Development and the Office for Continuing 
Medical Education along with other new resources identified in the next 
few months. 

These resources and services will be determined by a needs assessment 
put forward by the new director to community physicians, whether as 
individuals or entire medical groups.

an introduction on how the School of Medicine prepares doctors for 
tomorrow’s practice of medicine and Cherie Singer, Ph.D., associate 
dean for admissions and student affairs, discussed the medical school 
admissions process.

The students then proceeded to the anatomy lab in the Pennington 
Health Sciences building on campus where they broke into groups led by 
current medical students to have a brief anatomy lesson.

Davy Warner, Class of 2017; Laura Stroup, Class of 2015 and Spen-
cer Van Dyck, Class of 2016 led the anatomy overview at three tables 
each focusing on a different section of the human body: limbs, the head 
and the torso. 

10

“This office will be an important part of 
our relationship with physicians in the 
community. We want to develop this 
office to be targeted to the needs of our 
community physicians. As a communi-
ty-based medical school, it is important 
that we support these faculty in their 
teaching goals.”

HANDS ON
Davy Warner, center, second-year medical 
student, asks pre-medical students from 
UNLV and Nevada State College to touch a 
human liver in the anatomy laboratory. Photo 
by David O. Perez.



Additional team members from private agencies across 
northern Nevada also participate.

Moving beyond assessment, the team has added to its 
repertoire and is now offering formal training to health care 
professionals across the state. 

“We conducted a training workshop in 2014 for 55 
professionals across the state in how to administer an autism 
assessment instrument in the context of an interdisciplinary 
setting,” said Debra Vigil, Ph.D., a UCAN leader in the 
Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology. 

Taking the training another step farther, UCAN started 
production this winter on a set of videos aimed at training 
Nevada’s child care workers on recognizing early develop-
mental concerns and then compassionately bringing those 
concerns to parents. These videos will help in meeting the 
15 continuing education units required by Nevada’s child 
care workers.

The training workshops and videos follow best practices 
guidelines from the Center for Disease Control’s “Learn the 
Signs, Act Early” program.

Resources for the workshops and videos come from 
the Justin Hope Foundation, Children’s Cabinet, Washoe 
County Social Services, Title V Maternal and Child Health 
program and the Leadership Education in Neurodevelop-
ment and Related Disabilities programs.

Ultimately, Piasecki said: “We want this office to evolve 
in a way that meets the needs of our community physicians 
and supports them as School of Medicine educators.”

Community physicians will have a particularly important 
role in developing medical student clerkships in surgery and 
obstetrics and gynecology in northern Nevada. Community 
faculty will also be critical to expanding the School of Medi-
cine’s residency training programs in Reno.

TEACHING THOSE WHO ASSESS AUTISM
The University Center for Autism and Neurodevelop-
ment Assessment Team, or UCAN, has been providing 
assessment and diagnostic services for children in northern 
Nevada for nearly eight years.

Working under the premise that no one professional 
discipline possesses the entire skill set necessary to accurately 
diagnose autism and related disorders, the assessment team 
pulls together medical and behavioral specialists to assess 
children from different perspectives.

Team members include Nevada Early Intervention 
Services, Washoe County School District, Northern Nevada 
Child and Adolescent Services, University of Nevada, 
Reno’s Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabili-
ties and the School of Medicine’s Departments of Speech 
Pathology and Audiology and Psychiatry.
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CUTTING EDGE
Medical students, from left 
to right, Lauren Eckroth, 
Davy Warner and Stephen 
Hugdal explain the dissec-
tion process to Hug High 
students. Photo by Joseph 
Reeder.



Volunteer health centers 
care for underserved 

Students, residents and faculty 
participate in clinics statewide

STORY BY ANNE PERSHING
AND ANNE MCMILLIN, APR
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Some of the most visible examples of community 
involvement by the School of Medicine are the 
monthly Student Outreach Clinics in Reno which 
not only help underserved patients, but also 
provide valuable training opportunity for medical 

students. In the Las Vegas area, the Volunteers in Medicine 
of Southern Nevada clinics offer similar services.

From seeing only a few patients when it was founded 
in 1996, the Student Outreach Clinic has grown to what 
it is today: a training opportunity for approximately 130 
volunteer medical students and a venue for patients without 
insurance to be seen for basic health care needs. 

The Student Outreach Clinics are operated by sec-
ond-year medical students in cooperation with the School 
of Medicine’s Family Medicine Center on the University of 
Nevada, Reno campus. Services are made possible by faculty 
and community physicians who donate their time and 
talents to oversee the clinic.

Three monthly clinics are conducted during the academ-
ic year: a general clinic that serves all patients, a well-wom-

en’s clinic and a children’s clinic. In addition, diabetes and 
geriatrics clinics are held periodically and a new dermatology 
clinic was launched last fall. 

No appointment is necessary for clinic patients who are 
seen on a first come, first served basis. Spanish translators 
are available as needed at each clinic.

All of the clinic operations are managed by volunteer 
medical students and undergraduate volunteers working 
under the supervision and guidance of the clinics’ medical 
director, Daniel Spogen, M.D., chair of the Department 
of Family and Community Medicine, working alongside 
volunteer faculty and community physicians.

Clinic operations have been strongly supported by grants 
over the years from the Nell J. Redfield Foundation, under 
the leadership of directors Jeane Jones and Jerry Smith, and 
that support continues to this day.

“We are honored to have been able to support this stu-
dent-run clinic since 2008,” said Smith. 

“Not only does it provide critical care to those who are 
uninsured or underinsured in our community, it serves as an 
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GENTLE TOUCH
Second-year medical 
student Catrina Moody, 
opposite page, with her 
three-year-old patient, 
Nadia. Above, Nicole Heidt, 
second-year medical stu-
dent, examines the throat of 
D’Laysha during a pediatric 
student outreach clinic this 
winter. Photos by Anne 
McMillin, APR.



excellent educational opportunity 
for medical students to obtain 
critical hands-on experience early 
in their education.”

“The Redfield Foundation is 
our main supporter and without 
that support, we wouldn’t be 
able to provide the clinics for our 
patients,” said Lance Horner, a 
second-year medical student, who 
serves as the executive director for 
the clinics. 

“They are definitely our main support; we’re very grateful that they 
come through for us every year.”

Charles Jose, a second-year student who was born in the Philippines 
and grew up in Henderson, Nevada, said that the clinic has given him 
valuable insight into the many social inequalities that contribute to an 
individual’s health. 

“You can learn a lot about society just by looking at the health status 
of the community’s most impoverished members. We know that poverty 
and poor health outcomes often go hand-in-hand. We are working to 
address the health issues that stem from social inequality and its associat-
ed stigma,” he said.

“In the future, our organization can collaborate with local commu-
nities to actively change the social determinants that lead to the chronic 
conditions we are treating today. Additionally, while health insurance 
coverage is an important determinant of access to health care, not all 
Nevadans are able to receive the health care they need. We are able to fill 
in the gaps of our current health care system,” Jose said.

He also explained that serving as the community relations officer for 
the clinic has allowed him to practice the health management skills he 
learned from his undergraduate studies in Boston. 

“I have been able to gain insight and dynamically problem-solve 
through cases of work force supply and demand, resource allocation, 
implementation planning and strategic management. I am also responsi-
ble for facilitating partnerships with the greater northern Nevada medical 
community as well as recruiting and coordinating local physician volun-
teers to precept at all our monthly clinics,” Jose said. 

Of his motivation for becoming involved with the Student Out-
reach Clinics, he said: “Our involvement in these clinics is driven by the 
motivation to become better doctors. The clinics allow us to practice our 
clinical skills prior to the clinical years of our medical education.”

Horner, who was born in California but has lived in Sparks since he 
was a child, agreed with Jose and pointed out that his involvement with 
Student Outreach Clinic has been very extensive. 

“I have been involved for about four years, beginning as an under-
graduate student at the University of Nevada, Reno when I was a clinic 
volunteer assisting with clinical operations and shadowing the medical 
students and physicians,” he said.

He went on to work as supervisor of clinic volunteers and assistant to 
clinic operations managers for two years before beginning medical school. 
Once in medical school, he decided to run for the executive director 
position, which he has held for the past year. 

“It is something that I have become very passionate about over the 
past four years and I’m grateful to have had the opportunity to contribute 
in the ways I have. It has all been very beneficial and I’ve learned so much 
by helping others.”

Horner and Jose said working with Student Outreach Clinics really 

helps them identify with community physicians who volunteer their time 
at the clinic and serve as mentors.

“They make you want to work hard and strive toward what they have 
accomplished. They’re great role models,” said Horner. 

Occasionally, a medical student working at the Student Outreach 
Clinic has discovered a possible life-threatening situation with a patient. 

“A teenager came in to one of our pediatric clinics complaining of 
knee pain that woke him up at night,” said Jose. “A medical student then 
took an X-ray that revealed potential bone cancer.” 

The volunteer physician working with the student then linked the 
teenager up with appropriate medical care in the community.

In southern Nevada, the Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada 
clinics offer similar health care services for patients and training opportu-
nities for students.

The Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada health care center, 
established in 2008, is a nonprofit, primarily volunteer-run medical clinic 
operating under the mission of identifying, understanding and serving 
the health and wellness needs of Southern Nevada’s uninsured.

The clinic provides free adult and pediatric primary care, preventive 
and acute care, newborn checkup and immunizations, diagnostic tests, 
medications, breast, cervical and colorectal cancer screenings to Clark 
County residents who are either not eligible for Medicaid/Medicare or 
cannot obtain affordable health insurance coverage. The clinic is funded 
by grants, private donors and business contributions. 

Students see the pathology of disease because many of their pa-

14

“The Redfield Foundation is our main 
supporter and without that support, we 
wouldn’t be able to provide the clinics for 
our patients.”

A HELPING HAND
Andrew Mehta, fourth-year 
medical student, listens to 
Pamela Moore’s heartbeat 
during a visit to the Volunteers 
in Medicine of Southern Nevada 
clinic in Las Vegas. Photo by 
Edgar Antonio Núñez.



tients have serious health problems like diabetes, thyroid problems and 
rheumatoid arthritis, which have been left untreated. Students also learn 
clinical skills like EKGs and bedside lab tests.

Medical students and residents get the added benefit of learning the 
economics of prescribing medications, in regard to availability and cost, 
thanks to the on-site medical dispensary. They also learn about the phar-
maceutical industry’s programs to provide medications through special 
assistance programs.

Miriam Bar-on, M.D., pediatrics professor and associate dean for 
graduate medical education, first became aware of the clinic through her 
involvement with the Clark County Medical Society, and was invited 
to sit on the clinic’s organizing committee in 2008. That evolved into a 
position on the board of directors.

“Our students were looking for outreach clinic experience so this was 
a good opportunity to provide one,” said Bar-on, who has been involved 
with outreach clinics throughout her career and was looking for a new 
opportunity for third- and fourth-year students and residents to give back 
in Las Vegas. 

“I pushed it forward because it will provide excellent learning opportu-
nities for students and serve the community, too,” she said.

Since establishing a School of Medicine night at the Volunteers in 
Medicine of Southern Nevada clinic where patients are seen by students, 
residency program directors started having their residents see patients as 
part of their training. Residents from the internal and family medicine 
programs have time at the clinic built into some of their community and 
other outpatient rotations.

Volunteer medical school faculty members, including Thomas L. 
Schwenk, M.D., dean of the University of Nevada School of Medicine, 
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ROUTINE CHECK-UP
Fourth-year medical student 
Doris Chen uses an oto-
scope to screen for illness 
during a routine medical 
examination for Antione 
Ranger at the Volunteers in 
Medicine of Southern Neva-
da clinic in Las Vegas. Photo 
by Edgar Antonio Núñez.

also find benefits to themselves as well as students.
“It is important to give back to our community and this is one oppor-

tunity to do that,” said Thomas Hunt, M.D., associate professor of family 
and community medicine, who has volunteered his time at the clinic. 

“We must improve access to care for people short of going to the 
emergency room and this helps meet that need.”

Hunt added that with the help of students, he can increase by 50 
percent the number of patients he sees.

The Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada clinic, located in 
Paradise Park, is open five days a week and is currently staffed by more 
than 500 volunteer community health care professionals including 
physicians, nurses, pharmacists; and students, residents and faculty from 
the School of Medicine. Since opening its doors in 2010, the clinic has 
become the medical home to more than 2,100 patients, ranging in age 
from birth to 65. 

Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada has proven to be a sanc-
tuary for thousands of patients. 

“We handle their broken bodies, and their broken hearts and souls,” 
Florence Jameson, M.D., founder, president and CEO, stated.  

In 2014, the Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada broke 
ground on its second facility which will serve as the flagship of the en-
terprise. This new clinic, named the Volunteers in Medicine of Southern 
Nevada Ruffin Family Clinic, is located on Madison Avenue and Martin 
Luther King Boulevard in Las Vegas.

In addition to primary and specialty medical care, it will offer a num-
ber of new services including vision, dental and mental health care.

The new Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada Ruffin Family 
Clinic is targeted to open in September.
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Inter-institutional collaborations are a cornerstone of the Mountain 
West Clinical Translational Research Infrastructure Network 
(CTR-IN). The University of Nevada, Reno is one of 13 university 
partners in the five-year, $20.3 million grant from the National 
Institutes of Health that is hosted at UNLV, with the University 

of Nevada School of Medicine having a leadership role in several areas. 
Funding for this grant comes from the National Institute of General 

Medical Sciences through the Institutional Development Award pro-
gram to enhance the caliber of scientific faculty at research institutions in 
historically underfunded states, like Nevada. 

Though most CTR-IN universities have successful programs in 
basic science, they lack capacity in clinical research, as well as bench-to-
bedside (translational) research—and have limited resources to support 
faculty conducting this type of work. Only three partner institutions 
participating in the network have medical schools, and the two outside 
of Nevada—the Universities of New Mexico and Hawaii—each have 
other NIH funding that provides some additional resources to local and 
network investigators. 

With this grant, Nevada achieves similar leadership capability.
Launched in September 2013, the CTR-IN addresses regional health 

concerns including access to care, cultural issues as they relate to health, 
cancer, obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular and infectious diseases. Much 
of the budget is devoted to grants that support research by promising 
investigators, and collaborations—through visiting scholar and mini-sab-
batical awards--that will help build careers in clinical or translational 
research. The largest awards are for pilot grants.

“The pilot grant program is focused on helping investigators collect 
preliminary data, publish early results, and round out their research skills 
through interaction with a mentor, so that they can then assemble a com-

prehensive proposal that will be competitive at the NIH or another major 
funding agency,” said program director Robert Langer, M.D., MPH, a 
physician and epidemiologist with more than 25 years of related research 
experience. Langer is associate dean for clinical and translational research 
and professor of family medicine at the School of Medicine as well as a 
research professor at UNLV’s School of Allied Health Sciences. 

One of the 35 pilot grants awarded thus far supports new collabora-
tive research between the School of Medicine’s Kenneth Izuora, M.D., 
endocrinologist and director of the school’s diabetes center on the Las 
Vegas campus and Michael Neubauer, DDS, a periodontist with the 
UNLV School of Dental Medicine. Dentistry and medicine have come 
together to conduct research into the reciprocal relationship between 
diabetes and dental disease.

“I was seeing patients with diabetes who had lost their teeth and want-
ed to look at how having diabetes affects periodontal disease,” said Izuora.

“Being in the same building as the UNLV School of Dental Medicine 
offers many benefits from collaboration and many opportunities from 
interaction,” he explained.

Neubauer agrees.
“It has been a positive experience to do this experimental study. I’d be 

willing to work with the School of Medicine again on future grant-fund-
ed research,” Neubauer said, of his first collaborative research effort with 
the medical school.

Using a questionnaire, Izuora determined that more than 80 percent 
of his patients with diabetes also have some form of periodontal disease. 
Two dozen medical school diabetes patients were then selected for 
intervention. Their diabetes was kept stable while they were screened and 
treated for periodontal disease at UNLV. Blood and urine samples were 
collected to determine the changes in the biomarkers of diabetes compli-

Grant promotes research opportunities between institutions
UNLV, School of Medicine collaborating on diabetes, periodontal disease

BY ANNE MCMILLIN, APR



17

DENTAL DISEASE AND DIABETES
Michael Neubauer, DDS, left, 
and Kenneth Izuora, M.D., at 
a UNLV dental student train-
ing lab, are investigating a 
possible link between dental 
disease and diabetes. Photo 
by Edgar Antonio Núñez.

“I was seeing patients with 
diabetes who had lost 
their teeth and wanted to 
look at how having dia-
betes affects periodontal 
disease. Being in the same 
building as the School of 
Dental Medicine offers 
many benefits from collab-
oration and many oppor-
tunities from interaction.”

cations following treatment for periodontal disease.
Neubauer credits Civon Gewelber, DDS, with the UNLV School of 

Dental Medicine’s general practice residency program, for doing the bulk 
of the patient treatments for periodontal disease. The general practice 
residency graduate program trains dentists on how to treat medical-
ly-compromised patients.

“She does the non-surgical periodontal therapies including root-plan-
ing and scaling, which is very time consuming,” Neubauer explained.

“And she gets all the dental data we need, in the way we need it for 
the study.”

The biomarker samples are currently at a University of Tennessee 
laboratory where assays are being run. Outcomes will be submitted to 
scientific journals for publication consideration.

Langer added that in addition to the collaborations stimulated in the 
universities in the grant’s consortium, the network also provides resources 
to foster the development of emerging researchers including online 
educational offerings, help in linking with mentors and help with study 
design and biostatistics. In fact, each of the 13 partner institutions has 
a one-day-a-week biostatistician devoted to working with faculty who 
want to conduct projects through the CTR-IN. 

UNLV coordinates the network grant through its School of Allied 
Health Sciences. Four other universities have leadership roles in the Key 
Component Activities that provide administrative support, mentoring, 
education, biostatistical support and manage the pilot grant program. 
The School of Medicine is one, along with the Universities of New Mexi-
co, Montana and Hawaii.
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A School of Medicine team of surgeons collaborates to pro-
vide compassionate care to patients facing difficult decisions 
following a diagnosis of breast cancer.

Jennifer Baynosa, M.D., a fellowship-trained breast 
oncology surgeon; her husband Richard Baynosa, M.D., a 

plastic surgeon with training in breast reconstruction; Daniel Kirgan, 
M.D., chief of surgical oncology and Charles “Randy” St. Hill, M.D., a 
surgical oncologist, work together to develop the best possible individual-
ized breast cancer care and treatment plans for patients.

Through this integrated approach, School of Medicine oncology sur-
geons work with patients and their primary care physician to determine if 
and when breast surgery is the best course for treatment. 

Jennifer explains her role in interacting with patients as presenting 
the risks and benefits of their various options when given a diagnosis of 
breast cancer.

“I want to make them happy and give them what they want in terms 
of surgical options which can include mastectomy, double mastectomy 
and reconstruction using their own body tissue,” she said, explaining that 
after she surgically removes the cancer, Richard is available to reconstruct 
the breast.

She said that even though each member of the oncology team has his 
or her own expertise and training, they work well together and comple-
ment each other’s skill set for the optimal patient outcome.

“As partners, we help each other out in the operating room, review pa-
tient files and charts and consult and collaborate to get multiple points of 
input for a patient’s treatment. It is nice to have partners who are trained 
in the same discipline and are read-up on the current literature.” 

Kirgan said the tandem working relationship between the plastic 
surgery division and the surgical oncology division is truly for the benefit 
of the patient.

“The surgical oncologists focus on the surgical treatment of cancer 
while the plastic surgeons reconstruct and rebuild following the removal 
of the cancer,” he said. Sometimes the reconstruction may be done at 
the same time as the cancer removal while other times, there are interim 
treatments to be performed before the patient is rescheduled for recon-
structive surgery.

The School of Medicine’s surgical oncology division grew over the 
last seven years as both Baynosas and St. Hill were recruited to offer 
their expertise to the larger surgery department. While Jennifer refers 
her reconstruction patients to Richard, Kirgan refers his William A. 
Zamboni, M.D.,’84, chair of the Department of Surgery, who is also a 
plastic surgeon. 

Having two such teams essentially greatly increases the number of 
oncology patients seen by the department. And, according to Kirgan, the 
combination of the surgical skills and expertise offered by the surgical 
oncology and plastic surgery divisions means the School of Medicine’s 

Teamwork, expertise give patients surgery options
Fellowship-trained breast oncologist one of few in Nevada BY ANNE MCMILLIN, APR
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LOOKING FOR SIGNS OF CANCER
Jennifer Baynosa, M.D., 
instructs third-year medical 
student John Kim on how 
to look for signs of breast 
cancer on mammograms 
at the Patient Care Center 
located in Las Vegas. Photos 
by Edgar Antonio Núñez.

Department of Surgery provides patients with options that are not readily 
available elsewhere in southern Nevada.

Jennifer’s patients tend to be women aged 14 to 90, although she also 
sees male patients with breast disease. Patients of both genders present 
on referral from their primary care physician following an abnormal 
screening test. Tumors in her patients may range in severity from small 
and benign to large and malignant.

She also consults with high-risk patients who have a history of family 
cancer and presents their options which range from medications to 
reduce risk to genetic screening services to surgery.

“I want my patients to be educated and understand their options and 
what is best for them,” she said. For those who have a genetic predisposi-
tion for breast cancer, breast removal surgery is an option.

Breast exams for patients determined to be high risk can involve 
twice yearly MRIs and X-ray screening starting at age 25. 

“Often, these high-risk women decide to breast feed their children 
before having a bilateral breast removal,” Jennifer explained.

Jennifer attended the USC Keck School of Medicine, did her surgical 
residency at the University of Nevada School of Medicine, including a 
year as chief resident before completing a Komen/SSO Breast Fellow-
ship at Stanford University. 

She returned to Nevada in 2008 to join the faculty in the School of 
Medicine’s Department of Surgery, where, in addition to treating breast 
cancer patients, she currently serves as program director for the 28 gen-
eral surgery residents. She sits on the School of Medicine’s Admission 
Selection Committee and the Year III-IV Clerkship Committee as well 
as the Committee on Applicants for the American College of Surgeons.

Jennifer is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, and a mem-
ber of the American Society of Breast Surgeons, the Society of Surgical 
Oncology, the Association of Surgical Education and the Association of 
Program Directors in Surgery. 

Her volunteer activities have included providing free breast exams 
at University Medical Center and keynote speaker remarks at the East 
Career and Technical Academy scrub ceremony and Foothills High 
School’s career day. 

Zamboni believes Jennifer’s skills greatly enhance his department and 
provide patients in southern Nevada with viable options when diagnosed 
with breast cancer.

“Dr. Jennifer Baynosa is one of the few fellowship-trained breast 
oncology surgeons in Las Vegas. Her expertise is certainly an asset to the 
Department of Surgery and University of Nevada School of Medicine,” 
he said.

“As partners, we help each 
other out in the operating 
room, review patient files 
and charts and consult 
and collaborate to get 
multiple points of input 
from a patient’s treatment. 
It is nice to have partners 
who are trained in the 
same discipline and are 
read-up on the current 
literature.”
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Two Nevada festivals provide medical students and residents 
with unique learning opportunities while providing patient 
care to thousands of attendees.

The annual Burning Man Festival on the Black Rock 
playa 100 miles north of Reno offers a unique training atmo-

sphere for medical students and residents alike over Labor Day weekend.
Under the umbrella of Humboldt General Hospital in Winnemuc-

ca, which has been responsible for medical care at the festival that sees 
upward of 55,000 participants, several fourth-year School of Medicine 
students cut their teeth triaging and treating everything from chemical 
burns from alkali playa dust to lacerations and broken bones from falling 
off art cars to dehydration and street drug overdoses last fall.

“For such an inhospitable environment, it is amazing how sophisticat-
ed and well set-up Rampart, the main hospital, is,” said Jimmy Verlanic, 
Class of 2015. He explained that the hospital had a pharmacy, X-ray 
room, triage desk, long-term care ward, rehabilitation unit, emergency 
room and was essentially functioning as an urgent care center.

“My focus was in urgent care where most patients were seen. The 
patients I saw ranged in age from their 20s to their 60s,” he said. 

One of the many things different about Burning Man patients from 
patients he had previously experienced in urban clinical settings was 
their willingness to let a medical student take charge of their care from 
beginning to end. 

“I loved the amount of autonomy students were given. We received a 
large amount of trust and got to see patients on our own, which was very 
reinforcing and built self-confidence,” said Verlanic.

Josh Gabel, who attended Burning Man two years ago as a sec-
ond-year student, echoed his classmate: “We had much more clinical 
responsibility this time.”

Gabel said he was struck by the severity of cases he saw and the 
toughness of his patients, recalling one woman who came in for treat-
ment of an 8-inch laceration on her head and was seen immediately back 
out on the playa dancing following treatment. 

Gabel said the festival reminds him of his military service where there 
is essentially a captive audience in a hostile environment with limited 
resources and he is part of a small cadre of professionals charged with 
their medical care. 

“This is as close to third world training as we will get, but it is an in-
credible and very exciting experience and we are very fortunate to be able 
to train here so close to home.”

For Alex Gill, who wants to go into emergency medicine, providing 
medical care at Burning Man was the “best experience someone in my 
field can get.” 

“We are the only resource for those who are sick and must make do 
with what we have in the medical tent,” he said, explaining that albuterol, 
for example, was rationed to those who were truly in respiratory distress 
from inhaling playa dust.

Gill said it was a challenge being without all the normal resources 
available to practicing physicians in an urban setting. 

“It was back to the basics of medicine, with patient histories and 
hands-on physical exams. We got to make our own decisions: if a patient 
was beyond the capability of our resources to treat, we called in a helicop-
ter to transport them to Reno.”

Many of Gill’s patients, often from countries as far away as Israel and 
Germany, were very appreciative of his medical skills and care. 

“Since Burning Man works on a gift economy, my skills and years of 
medical training are my gift to these patients.”

Gary Johnson, M.D., associate professor of family medicine in Reno 

Desert, urban environments require working under ‘extreme’ conditions BY ANNE MCMILLIN, APR

Festivals offer unique training, needed patient care
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who has been a festival participant for more than 20 years, has worked 
the festival in the capacity of physician for the last four years.

He said medical students receive elective course credit for their 
time providing care in three 12-hour shifts, all under the supervision of 
adjunct faculty.

Dale Carrison, D.O., chair of emergency medicine at the School of 
Medicine, accepted a check in the amount of $30,000 from Pasquale 
Rotella, chief executive officer of Insomniac, the company that produces 
the annual Electric Daisy Carnival in Las Vegas last fall. 

Insomniac donated this gift to the Emergency Medicine Resident 
Fund, in order to continue giving emergency medicine residents a valu-
able learning experience with the opportunity to provide care at a mass 
event such as the Electric Daisy Carnival. 

The Emergency Medicine Resident Fund is an established gift fund 
used to support resident research activities within the School of Med-
icine’s emergency medicine department. Physicians that planned and 
directed the care for the Electric Daisy Carnival are local physicians who 
are involved in teaching and training emergency medicine residents for 
the School of Medicine. 

Carrison also serves as medical director for the Electric Daisy Car-
nival and spent the duration of the festival in a motor home loaded with 
medical equipment, providing health care to festival participants.

“It was back to the basics of medicine, with 
patient histories and hands-on physical 
exams. We got to make our own decisions: 
if a patient was beyond the capacity of 
our resources to treat, we called in a heli-
copter to transport them to Reno.”

GENEROUS SUPPORT
Left, Angel Williams, Minddie 
Lloyd, Pasquale Rotella and 
Dale Carrison, D.O., at the 
check presentation event 
last fall at The Linq Fountain 
Stage in Las Vegas. Photo by 
Denise Truscello/Insomniac. 
Below, Rampart, the main 
hospital at Burning Man.
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In appreciation for his daughter’s education at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine, the late George H. Bourget made 
provisions in his estate to establish the George H. Bourget En-
dowed Scholarship for Medical Students through a $2.9 million 
planned gift.

Bourget’s daughter, Judy Bourget, M.D.’90, is a School of Medicine 
graduate and maintains a practice in Southern California. She too bene-
fited from the generosity of medical school philanthropists.

“I received scholarships as a student, but I wouldn’t have been able to 
attend medical school without them,” Judy Bourget says.

“I am extremely proud of my father’s accomplishments and the fact 
that he chose to share his generosity with future generations of medical 
students at my alma mater.”

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D., dean of the University of Nevada School 
of Medicine, says such scholarships go a long way in alleviating medical 
student debt and its accompanying anxiety.

“The School of Medicine is extremely appreciative of Mr. Bourget’s 
generosity that will help so many students,” Schwenk says. 

“Medical student debt is a concern for all medical educators and espe-
cially for deans. We know that debt may influence decisions that students 
make about the medical specialties or types of careers that they choose. 
We are always looking for ways to reduce that debt, while still securing 
the tuition support that leads to the best medical education.”

According to the Association of American Medical Colleges 
(AAMC), annual tuition at the School of Medicine for a Nevada 
resident is $24,144 for each of the four years of undergraduate medical 
education. This does not include books, insurance, mandatory fees and 

cost of living. These items are calculated in the 
overall cost of attendance of $57,412 a year, 
averaged over four years of medical school.

By the self-reporting numbers provided by 
medical students on the annual entering and 
graduating student questionnaires administered 
by the AAMC, the average School of Medi-
cine undergraduate educational debt is $16,000, 
well below the national average of $25,000.

University of Nevada School of Medicine alumni graduate with an 
average of $166,000 in debt.  

As the School of Medicine seeks to be the best possible medical 
school and contribute to the best possible health care system in Nevada, 
Schwenk says these goals could not be achieved without donor support.

“I am impressed every day with how hard so many people work to 
provide the best patient care, be the best teachers, conduct the best 
research, be the best partners with our communities, and be the best 
administrative and academic enterprise we can be,” Schwenk says. 

“But it takes more than hard work and desire, no matter how dedicat-
ed or strong. It takes an investment from our community. We are fortu-
nate to have so many supporters, like Mr. Bourget, whose confidence in 
us can be measured in their generosity.”

Bourget was a decorated World War II veteran who landed on the 
beaches of Normandy and fought in the European theater until the end 
of the war. After the war, he returned home and became a successful Cal-
ifornia real estate developer.

Estate gift to help medical
students for years
BY ROSEANN KEEGAN

SCHOLARSHIPS 
To help support the 
medical school, contact 
the development office 
at (775) 784-7341 or 
(702) 671-2240.

GIVING
The late George H. Bourget 
and his daughter, Judy 
Bourget, M.D.’90, made pro-
visions in his estate to estab-
lish the George H. Bourget 
Endowed Scholarship for 
Medical Students through a 
planned gift. Photo courtesy 
of the Bourget family.
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The School of Medicine welcomed a new facility, the advanced 
surgical training lab forged from the old David Melarkey 
Anatomy Lab on the Reno campus. With generous help from 
the William N. Pennington Foundation, the new lab allows 
local surgeons to practice new procedures and technology on 

donated cadavers. The Melarkey lab in the Manville Building closed in 
2010 and opened as a training lab in November 2013.

Carl Sievert, Ph.D., professor of physiology and cell biology and head 
anatomy instructor at the medical school, spearheaded the conversion of 
the surgical training lab. 

The lab is designed to hold three surgical stations, but can easily ex-
pand to six. In addition to standard operating room equipment like tables, 
lights vacuum and irrigation, it is also equipped with frequently-used 
equipment like laparoscopic towers and fluoroscopy C-arms. 

Equipment needed for a procedure that is not provided by the med-
ical school can usually be supplied from local medical facilities such as 
Renown Health and St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center. Relationships 
with local hospitals that provide this equipment allow local surgeons 
exposure to the newest surgical technology and techniques with the 
ultimate goal of helping their patients.

“I have been extremely impressed with the quality of the lab. During 
my surgical training sessions, we had access to surgical assistants as well 
as radiographic fluoroscopy, just as we have in the actual operating room,” 
explained Mike Kalisvaart, M.D., a local orthopedic surgeon.

Converted laboratory helps train 
local physicians
BY DAVID O. PEREZ

Surgical training labs are located all over 
the country with some operated by medical 
schools and others run by for-profit corpora-
tions. The closest such training lab is at the 
University of California, Davis. 

Being located in northern Nevada, the lab 
allows for doctors to come in on their own time 
to practice procedures.

“Doctors are really busy and don’t want 
to travel for one procedure,” explained Sievert. “This lab allows doctors 
to obtain the training they want which otherwise may not have been 
received due to lack of time.”

Elizabeth Hutson, M.D., agrees with Sievert.
“Having this in Reno is so convenient and allows me to participate 

in educational and teaching opportunities that I would otherwise not 
be able to have due to the need to travel and time away from work and 
home,” said the obstetrician-gynecologist. 

The lab has been well received in the local medical community. 
“The location of the lab, right on the School of Medicine campus, is 

outstanding. It places us in the midst of a thriving educational institution, 
and it is highly convenient with easy access to the major hospitals,” said 
bariatric surgeon Kent Sasse, M.D., MPH.

Sievert allows a number of medical students to participate in the 
training labs creating an atmosphere where professionals, students and 
administrators can train to provide the best health care to the community.

The cadavers used in the training lab are from the anatomical do-
nation program, which allows people to donate their bodies to medical 
teaching and scientific research. It is a statewide program that accepts 
donations from Nevada and areas of northern California.

“We keep northern Nevada donor remains at the medical school for 
education and research. Donors from southern Nevada are distributed to 
southern Nevada System of Higher Education institutions,” explained 
Joyce King, anatomical donation program administrator.

HONING SKILLS
Local physicians use donat-
ed cadavers in the advanced 
surgical training lab to hone 
their skills on new technolo-
gies and procedures. Photo 
by Joseph Reeder.

DISSECTION
To inquire about the 
training lab, contact 
Patricia Elder, manager, 
at pelder@unr.edu. 
For information on  
anatomical donation, 
contact Joyce King at 
jaking@unr.edu. 



ALUMNI PRESIDENT MESSAGE

With the strength of its members, 
our association continued its pursuit 
of our mission to build and foster a 
community which will benefit both 
students and alumni. I challenge 
each one of you to continue to be 
members of our alumni association 
and encourage your fellow classmates 
to do the same.

I look forward to the upcoming 
year continuing as your alumni asso-
ciation president.

Helen Gray, M.D.’08
President, University of Nevada 
School of Medicine Alumni Association

REVIEWING AND
PLANNING FOR SUCCESS

It’s amazing how time can breeze by when 
you go through the usual routine of a day 
with work, family and other extracurricu-
lar activities that occupy one’s schedule.  

Here we are in the spring of 2015, 
preparing to matriculate another bright and 
intelligent class from our medical school.

Opportunities to participate in the last few 
events for this graduating class such as Match 
Day and hooding remind me of that excite-
ment which coursed through me as I began the 
next step in my journey as a physician.

I encourage all who are able to attend these 
events not only to support our next round of 
alumni and physicians, but to be reminded of 
why you went into medicine and to pay hom-
age to the school that brought you there.

When I look at my time since graduation, I do not see my remaining 
attachments to the School of Medicine as being only ones which are 
fiscal, but also as the foundation that sent me on the path I am currently 
taking. In turn, I choose to pay it forward not only by contributing dues 
to help with furthering student grants and interests, but by volunteer-
ing whenever possible, even if only for an hour or two, to support and 
encourage students on their road to being a physician. 

I am proud of the accomplishments of our board and association 
during this past year. Dues from memberships and gifts have allowed us 
to continue support for our students and alumni, such as our tradition of 
purchasing white coats for each of the new incoming medical students. 
We’ve also held successful continuing medical education classes in Reno 
and Las Vegas this spring. And this semester the Student Outreach 
Clinic was selected as the recipient of our annual community project 
grant award.   

Helen Gray, M.D.’08
President
 
Sharon C. Frank, M.D.’81
President-Elect

Tracey Delaplain, M.D.’87
Immediate Past President
 
Jonathan McCaleb, M.D.’07
Vice President for
Membership
 
Scott Fielden, M.D.’93
Vice President for PR and
Communications

Joseph Hollen, M.D.’76
Secretary and Treasurer

Reka Danko, M.D.’08
Member-at-Large

Dodd Hyer, M.D.’83
Member-at-Large
 
Jill Oswalt, M.D.’87
Member-at-Large

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
Class of 2015 Hooding
Friday, May 15, 2015
1-3 p.m.
Lawlor Events Center
University of Nevada, 
Reno Campus

JOIN US
Interested in working 
for your alma mater? 
Visit medicine.nevada.
edu/jobs for current 
academic job listings.
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CLASS CHAT

Schofield remembered

William Schofield, M.D.’86, left, passed away 
on July 19, 2014 at the age of 54. Raised in 
Las Vegas and Hiko, Nevada, he established 

an internal medicine practice in Henderson.

He was generous with his time and recently spent 
an evening at the medical school’s campus in Las 
Vegas offering advice and answering questions from 
students regarding the realities and challenges of 
entering medical practice.

PETER FENWICK, M.D.‘76 is retiring from 
practicing medicine after 48 years. A preceptor 
since 1981, he is a recipient of the Thomas J. 
Scully Praeceptor Carissimus Award.

KIM EAGLE, M.D.‘77 was named editor of 
acc.org. Eagle has served on the editorial board 
of cardiosource.org, the college’s web portal, for 
the past six years as an associate editor of the 
Journal Scan feature.

DENISE MCKEE, M.D.‘81 joined South 
Lyon Medical Center’s Physicians Clinic.

ROBIN TITUS, M.D.‘81 was elected Nevada 
District 38 assemblywoman and assigned to the 
ways and means committee. She was named 
vice chair of the assembly health and human 
services committee and chair of the natural 
resources, agriculture and mining committee.

JAMES DINAPOLI, M.D. INTERNAL 
MEDICINE RESIDENT ‘84 passed away in 
March 2014 after battling pancreatic cancer. 

GEORGIANNA DUXBURY, M.D.‘85 joined 
St. Mary’s Medical Group’s Pringle Way office.

DANIEL O. WYMAN, M.D.‘85, MPH joined 
Pruitt-Health in Norcross, Georgia as chief 
medical officer.

PHILIPPE BISHOP, M.D.‘93 joined Gilead 
Sciences as senior vice president, hematology 

and oncology therapeutics. He was previously 
with Genentech since 2007.

DOUGLAS DEBENHAM, M.D.‘94 an-
nounced plans to build the new Northeastern 
Nevada Radiation Oncology Center in Elko.
 
DEBORAH SOGGE-KERMANI, M.D.‘95 
joined the tribal health department medical 
staff and serves as staff physician and medical 
director at St. Ignatius Tribal Health Depart-
ment Clinic in Arlee, Montana.

DULYNN HASTINGS, M.D.‘98 joined 
Nanton Community Health Centre in Alberta, 
Canada. He is board certified by the American 
Academy of Family Physicians.

TRAVIS KIECKBUSCH, M.D.‘98, a founder 
and owner of Great Basin Orthopaedics in 
Reno, participated in a Las Vegas symposium 
on the management and care of injuries suf-
fered by rodeo cowboys. 

WADE W. KANG, M.D., INTERNAL 
MEDICINE RESIDENT ‘03 joined Bronson 
HealthCare Midwest Vascular and Endovas-
cular Surgery in Kalamazoo, Mich. He is board 
certified in general and vascular surgery and 
has a subspecialty certification in vascular and 
endovascular surgery. 

JACOB SKINNER, M.D.‘05 joined Women’s 
Health Associates of Southern Nevada. 

ALISON GANONG, M.D.‘06 joined Tahoe 
Orthopedics and Sports Medicine.

JENNIFER SALINE, M.D.‘07 has served 
as assistant professor and chief of mammog-
raphy and breast imaging at the University of 
New Mexico School of Medicine, following 
a clinical fellowship in breast imaging at the 
University of California, San Francisco. 

AARON DICKENS, M.D.‘08 joined Great 
Basin Orthopaedics in Reno. Dickens special-
izes in orthopaedic trauma and fracture care. 
He completed a fellowship in orthopaedic 
traumatology at the University of California, 
San Diego. 

ALLISA RIVARA, M.D.‘08 joined St. Mary’s 
Medical Group’s Bell Street location in Reno.

WHITNEY HOVENIC, M.D.‘08 joined Skin 
Cancer and Dermatology Institute in Reno. 
She completed a fellowship in Mohs micro-
graphic surgery and extensive training in lasers 
and cosmetic dermatology at the University of 
California, Irvine.

DEREK COVINGTON, M.D.‘11 is a fellow 
in undersea and hyperbaric medicine at Univer-
sity of California, San Diego.

MUHAMMAD RIZVI, M.D., MEDICAL 
ONCOLOGY FELLOW ‘13 joined Cape 
Regional Medical Center in New Jersey.

Photo by Edgar Antonio Núñez.
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HONOR ROLL

Alumni
Karen B. Alderfer, ‘10
Mary A. Anderson, ‘77
Roger W. Anderson, ‘73
John V. Anooshian, ‘93
Stuart M. Baird, ‘09
Theresa A. Baker, ‘82
James A. Bakerink, ‘94
Jay L. Ballen, ‘94
John D. Bancroft, ‘77
Randy L. Barnes, ‘03
Jennifer Baynosa, ‘07
Richard Baynosa, ‘09
Edward S. Bentley, ‘76
Louis A. Bonaldi, ‘77
Patricia J. Bowling, ‘08
Kristy D. Brady, ‘05
Joan D. Brookhyser, ‘75
Joseph V. Brown, ‘09
Stephen T. Brown, ‘92
Barbara R. Caffaratti-Klubert, ‘74
Erin E. Caliri, ‘13
Jerry C. Calvanese, ‘73
Jenny E. Camacho, ‘12
Amanda S. Casey, ‘06
James J. Cebe, ‘10
Jay C. Chamberlain, ‘73
Daniel W. Chang, ‘90
Therese N. Charlet, ‘94
Jim Christensen, ‘84
Craig D. Clark, ‘92
Susan E. Cochella, ‘96
Kathleen M. Coffer, ‘89
Carol Lynne Conrad-Forrest, ‘86
Kathie E. Coopersmith, ‘81
Peter N. Costa, ‘88
Benjamin J. Cousins, ‘10
Bret H. Dales, ‘91
Mark C. Dales, ‘82
Mark R. Dambro, ‘77
Nancy N. Dambro, ‘77
Chantelle M. Decroff, ‘10
Kevin M. Dinwiddie, ‘80
Katie A. Dolan, ‘95
Timothy P. Dooley, ‘11
David F. Drake, ‘97
Allen A. Eng, ‘75
Stephen N. Ewer, ‘89
Jon R. Fishburn, ‘91
William J. Forman, ‘80
Jean E. Forsberg, ‘93
Todd B. Fountain, ‘81
Toby F. Frescholtz, ‘09
Michael D. Gilles, ‘05
David R. Glodowski, ‘11
Jeremy Gonda, ‘07
Leslie A. Greenberg, ‘95

Mark C. Handelman, ‘90
Joseph P. Hardy, ‘74
Leslie S. Harrington, ‘92
Patrick M. Hatfield, ‘93
Isaac Hearne, ‘97
Richard A. Helffrich, ‘83
John H. Hess, ‘95
Amr A. Hilal, ‘98
Heath H. Hodapp, ‘97
Robert J. Hopkin, ‘90
Betsy Y. Huang, ‘08
Aicha M. Hull, ‘08
Dodd D. Hyer, ‘83
Kevin C. Hyer, ‘86
Craig Iwamoto, ‘01
Craig E. Johnson, ‘90
Joseph E. Johnson, ‘89
Jerry L. Jones, ‘81
George B. Kaiser, ‘75
Teresa V. Keller Durbin, ‘76
Aliya I. Khan, ‘82
Sarah R. King, ‘06
Scott N. King, ‘06
Cindy L. Kirby-Diaz, ‘99
Mollie A. Kircher, ‘89
Janie E. Konakis, ‘88
Michael J. Krowka, ‘80
Kristina B. Kruse, ‘05
Joseph C. LaMancusa, ‘86
Stephen D. Landaker, ‘76
Kristin A. Laxalt, ‘85
Linda J. Leckman, ‘75
Francesca M. Lee, ‘04
Won Y. Lee, ‘01
David R. Lehnherr, ‘83
Larry A. Levine, ‘91
Anna-Maria V. Livdal, ‘94
Michael S. Lloyd, ‘99
Travis E. Lloyd, ‘99
Colleen C. Lyons, ‘85
Lisa M. Lyons, ‘88, ‘97
Jeffrey T. Mack, ‘94
Stephen L. Mandaro, ‘82
Nandini Mandlik, ‘05
Maureen K. Marshall, ‘89
Shaji O. Mathew, ‘00
Robert B. McBeath, ‘88
Jonathan L. McCaleb, ‘07
Paul N. McClintock, ‘87
Carol L. McElroy Salika, ‘79
Ewa M. McLean, ‘06
Aleksandr Melikov, ‘01
Diane C. Miller, ‘85
Kenneth E. Misch, ‘88
Marilynn W. Moore, ‘76
James A. Moren, ‘73
Christopher P. Murray, ‘04
Leah L. Najima, ‘97
Russell N. Neibaur, ‘84
H. Stephen Nelson, ‘73
Robert G. Nelson, ‘85
Alison Netski, ‘01
Dale M. Netski, ‘97
Gray H. Neuweiler, ‘81
Richard D. Newbold, ‘80
Kristen A. Nork, ‘98
Timothy J. O‘Mara, ‘00
Tracy Orr, ‘96
Brianne M. Owens, ‘11
Susan J. Park, ‘05

Kathryn J. Pastrell, ‘86
Barbara A. Patterson, ‘80
James L. Patterson, ‘75
Larry E. Paulson, ‘91
Philip T. Phu, ‘11
Justin D. Ramos, ‘13
Karen A. Raven-McClintock, ‘86
Meredith E. Reynolds, ‘99
Mark A. Rhodes, ‘73
Carissa M. Richardson, ‘10
Cory G. Richardson, ‘10
Dustin L. Riley, ‘12
Benjamin J. Rodriguez, ‘82
Yvonne Romero, ‘90
Laura E. Rosenfield, ‘12
John E. Ryan, ‘76
Joice Samuel, ‘05
Prem K. Samuel, ‘96
Timothy T. Sauter, ‘94
Rebecca L. Scherr, ‘04
Scott A. Scherr, ‘03
Erik A. Schnaser, ‘07
Valerie T. Schram, ‘89
Carol L. Scott, ‘91
Justin J. Sonderegger, ‘09
Edward C. Spoon, ‘89
Matthew A. Stein, ‘92
Mark L. Stovak, ‘95
Nadezhda Strier Bekker, ‘13
Timothy D. Struve, ‘11
James H. Sullivan, ‘85
Michael E. Sura, ‘05
John K. Sutherland, ‘10
Jennifer J. Sutton, ‘89
Matthew J. Swanic, ‘06
Christopher S. Taylor, ‘76
Elaheh N. Tehranchi, ‘08
Robin L. Titus, ‘81
Brian A. Trimble, ‘84
Nicholas Tsu, ‘08
Rebecca J. Tyre, ‘90
Viviane Ugalde, ‘88
Dante F. Vacca, ‘83
Michael C. Van Tuyl, ‘88
Rachael M. Vandebogart, ‘12
Kamin B. Vanguilder, ‘09
Jason A. Webb, ‘07
Nevin W. Wilson, ‘82
Mitchell A. Wolf, ‘90
Thomas Wong, ‘81
David G. Young, ‘75
William A. Zamboni, ‘84

Emeriti Faculty, Faculty and Staff
Gerald J. Ackerman
David O. Antonuccio
Annabel E. Barber
Miriam Bar-On
Jamie A. Benedict
Ross P. Berkeley
Gregory P. Brown
Caroline A. Cobine
Gale L. Craviso
Vani Dandolu

Samrat U. Das
John J. Fildes
David C. Fiore
Mario Gaspar De Alba
Gregory J. Highison
Renu Jain
Kathleen D. Keef
Rani M. Kharrubi
Deborah A. Kuhls
Jack Lazerson
Susan Liebman
Francine P. Mannix
Colleen A. Morris
Beverly A. Neyland
Elissa J. Palmer
Pisespong Patamasucon
Owen C. Peck
Linda W. Peterson-St. Pierre
Daisy L. Rosado
Eberhardt K. Sauerland
Thomas L. Schwenk
Barbara J. Scott
Gary K. Shen
Gwen S. Shonkwiler
Neila S. Shumaker
Carl F. Sievert
Cherie A. Singer
Stewart C. Snavely
Christian D. Stone
Kristen R. Stout
Robert C. Wang
Joan S. Zenan

Corporations and Organizations
Abowd and Rose Financial Group
Alliance with the Washoe County Medical 
Society
Bruce MacKay Pump and Well Service, Inc.
Caroline‘s Golf Classic
Carson Tahoe Health System
Children‘s Heart Center of Nevada
Children‘s Lung Specialists, Ltd.
Clark County Medical Society Alliance
Clark County Medical Society
Davis General Surgery L.L.C.
Desert Radiologists
The Emerson Family Trust
EMP Management Group, Ltd.
Global Ent Outreach
Golf Tec
Green Valley OB/GYN, L.L.P.
High Sierra Area Health Education Center
Hotel Nevada and Gambling Hall
Humboldt General Hospital
Insomniac, Inc.
Frank McCleary Medical Scholarship Fund
Natural Advantage Health Shoppe
Nevada Rural Hospital Partners
Orgill-Singer and Associates, Inc.
Pale Blue Dot Productions
Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition 
Association
The Center for Plastic Surgery and
Dermatology

Thank you to the individuals, corporations and foundations 
who support the University of Nevada School of Medicine.



27

Prosthetic Specialties, Inc.
RBC Wealth Management
Reno Emblem Club 372, Inc.
Renown Health
Saint Mary‘s Health Network, Administration
San Martin De Porres Medical Clinic
Sierra Nevada Rehab
Signature Institute of Aesthetic Sculpting
Simmaron Research
Sons of Italy Giuseppe Verdi Lodge 1441
Stryker Endoscopy
Studio Eight Yoga
The Concrete Lotus
Thomas Dermatology
Tri-River Pediatrics
W.L. Gore and Associates, Inc.
Washoe County Medical Society
Wellock Wellness, L.L.C.
Wells Fargo Insurance
Western Nevada Supply Co.
Western Surgical Group

Foundations
American Medical Association Foundation
Fritz B. Burns Foundation
Community Foundation of Western Nevada
The Sandra A. Daugherty Foundation
The Everest Foundation
Mapuije Ezeanolue Foundation
Roxie and Azad Joseph Foundation Trust
JUSTin HOPE Foundation
Marybeth M. Lamb Foundation, Inc.
Minnie B. Leonette Family Foundation
Nevada Scottish Rite Foundation
William N. Pennington Foundation
Nell J. Redfield Foundation

Friends
Madeline K. Ackley
P Lorena Acosta
Mary Jane Ajlouny-Johnson
Jessica R. Albanese
Patsy Anderson
Anonymous Donors 2014
Lynne Bachschneider
Barbara Bannar
Stephen M. Bannar
Joshua A. Bardin
Lindsay Barnes
Maryellen Baxter
Milo Beach
Ludwig M. Belinc

Patricia F. Belinc
Martha S. Bigford-Young
Gina R. Blasing
Mike Blasing
Shawna Blasing
Kyle Boschult
George Bourget*
Sandra H. Bowser
William H. Bowser
Danny Brickey
Joan M. Brickey
Laura Brown
Theodore W. Brown
Eugenia R. Callan
Mariellen Capurro
Yvonne I. Carney
Amy C. Carver
Dusty K. Casey
Karin M. Chamberlain
Laura J. Chappel
Margot A. Chappel
Valerie M. Chappel
David A. Charlet
Lisa D. Clark
Jeffrey Conrad-Forrest
Marshall J. Coopersmith
Inge M. Costa
Jean M. Coye
Robert J. Cummins
Kim A. Dales
Whitney W. Dales
William M. Davies
Rob De La Cretaz
Mouryne Dini
Lisa Dinwiddie
Dorothy J. Doyle
Keith Durbin
Neil Duxbury
Pamela M. Duxbury
E. A. Egan
F P. Egan
Terri Elliott
Romel A. Empedrad
Mary K. Eng
Beverley R. Enright
Cynthia Ewer
Elizabeth E. Fildes
Dina Fiore
Leslie A. Fishburn
Ellen M. Fitzpatrick
Karen Forman
The Quincy E. Fortier, M.D., Trust
Susan M. Fountain
Edna M. Frederick
Fred J. Fricke
Barbara J. Friedlander
Larry M. Friedlander
Katrina Gaspar De Alba
Mark Geil
John R. George
Joseph M. George*
Stacy M. George
Kellie A. Glodowski
Gary Godfrey
Lynne Godfrey
Stephen Goldsmith
Rebecca M. Gonda
Karen Y. Grey-Levine
Cole N. Gross
Terry A. Gruenhagen
Barre Guillen
Tony Guillen
Arjun V. Gururaj
Jill K. Hardy
Deanna L. Hatfield
Nicole A. Heidt

Donna Helffrich
Carolyn J. Herrmann
John Hesse
Barbara A. Highison
Mick J. Hitchcock
Carilyn A. Hoffman
April L. Hopkin
Catherine U. Hyer
Zan P. Hyer
Ranjit Jain
John A. Jancik
Carol Jent
Carol Johnson
George Johnson
Susan H. Johnson
Julie A. Jones
Susan Keate
Bob Keef
Eleanor Killebrew Brown
Stephen M. Kircher
David M. Klubert
Christine M. Krowka
Trisha LaMancusa
Lorraine Landaker
Tammy Leingang Albrecht
Andrew J. Leland
Steve LoMastro
Susan E. Lombardi
Dana Long
Debra J. Lueck
Mark W. Lueck
Joyce E. Lupan
Ronald W. Lynn
Raman Mahabir
Jeffrey Maloney
Patti Mandaro
Anthony M. Marlon
Renee Marlon
Patricia Martin
Vijna S. Mathew
Terry O. McBeath
Margot McCaffery Leland
Phyllis J. McGuire
Susan P. McKenna-Spoon
Jason S. McLean
Sue Measom
Ty Measom
Nicole Melicor
Patricia G. Meyers
Chris P. Miller
Rosemary Misch
Catriona E. Moody
Richard J. Moore
Karen Moren
Dennis E. Morse
James N. Najima
Julie L. Neibaur
Anne O. Nelson
Susan J. Neuweiler
Lavinia A. Nogueira
Trevor Nogueira
Don Nomura
Faraz Norozian
Gloria Ogiela
Richard E. Palmer
Taylor Palmer
Joyce H. Pang
John Pappageorge
Cynthia A. Pappas Lynn
Patricia Parlato
Alfred L. Patterson

Barbara K. Patterson
Peggy Pecetti
Marie E. Peck
Steven Pergam
Karen L. Petroni
Kevin D. Phelps
F. Mike Pinjuv
Bruce A. Pryzygoda
Linda B. Przygoda
Margaret G. Quimby
Joel Ransford
Megan Ransford
Constance M. Rhodes
Teri D. Rodriguez
Debbie L. Rossi
Nicholas D. Rossi
Nicholas D. Rossi
Beverley Rowley
James M. Salika
Vijaya P. Samuel
Jennifer A. Satre
Philip G. Satre
Wanda S. Sauerland
Mary Elizabeth Schartman
Cathryn L. Schmid
Jane Schwenk
Lorraine Selmer
Megan Senear
May S. Shelton
Galina Shteyman
Leonoid Shteyman
Stanley E. Shumaker
Sean B. Singer
Ann M. Snavely
Susan Sorensen
Margot Stapleton
Pamela D. Stein
David Steinborn
Catherine J. Stemmler
Brian Stieber
Richard Sugden
Susan Sugden
Janine Sullivan
Kerry L. Sutherland
Garrett Z. Sutton
G.J. Tellez
Kristy Tellez
Mary B. Trimble
Therese A. Vacca
Allen Veil
Theresa Vergara
Bernice Wagner
Robert A. Wagner
Daniel E. Warren
Jacqui Warren
Tiffany E. West-O‘Mara
Wendy W. Wilson
Carmen Wolf
Gordon Wood
Yvonne R. Wood-Antonuccio
Hilda B. Wunner
Karen Zamboni
Janet Zebrack
Jerry N. Zebrack

*Deceased

HOW TO GIVE BACK To help support the medical school, contact the development 
office at (775) 784-7341 or (702) 671-2240.
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FACULTY FOCUS

Moved by a desire to return 
to clinical care, Darryl Pat-
terson, M.D., came to the 
University of Nevada School 
of Medicine last year and 

has settled in as associate professor in the Reno 
internal medicine department where he sees 
patients on a daily basis.

“I want to prove high quality medicine and 
patients’ quality of live and eventually partic-
ipate in leadership opportunities, including 
community ventures,” Patterson said of his 
move from Michigan State University’s College 
of Medicine where he previously served as 
faculty and helped design courses rooted in 
evidence-based medicine.

He also served as director of medical educa-
tion for 18 residency and fellowship programs 
while at Michigan State where he learned 
about hospital operations, quality improvement 
initiatives and management skills; all of which 
he considers very useful in practice and interac-
tions with both patients and students. 

Yet a few years after being more heavily 
involved in teaching, Patterson discovered he 
missed his patients.

“My patients still cared and called me,” he 
explained, adding that ultimately he wanted 
to provide clinical care for patients, clinical 
education for students while developing his 
own administrative leadership skills. 

He discovered the ideal professional path 
for him was a mix of patient care and teaching 
opportunities, something he found at Nevada.

“I see patients five days a week with students 
and am the Block 9 co-director for second-year 
students,” he said. Block 9 encompasses the 
cardiovascular, pulmonary and genitourinary 
systems of the body. 

Patterson said the “light bulb” moments 
students have when they suddenly grasp a 
concept are what motivate him as he seeks to 
get them to realize their knowledge deficits and 
then find answers to fill them using self-direct-
ed learning. 

He believes the most important skill for 
physicians is critical thinking. 

“In critical thinking, the physician collects 

data in the form of interviewing, physical exam, 
diagnostic studies and practice guidelines. He 
or she then subjects it to a disciplined process 
of application, analysis or synthesis ultimately 
creating an assessment. Critical thinking, an es-
sential skill of physicians, permeates all aspects 
of medical education from traditional lecture to 
bedside rounding,” he explained.

He further explains his teaching philosophy 
by saying that teaching pre-clinical content to 
learners requires preparation but is not overly 
difficult. That changes as students take on the 
process of learning clinical medicine.

“Teaching clinical medicine to students is 
a challenge. Unfamiliar instructional methods 
such as bedside rounding, cooperative efforts 
and self-directed learning are introduced at 
this level and learners are expected to think 
differently,” he said, citing that in pre-clinical 
courses, information is organized into tidy 
chunks that are separate and stand-alone. Stu-
dents rarely encounters scenarios in which these 
items blend.

“In clinical med-
icine, however, the 
student is required 
to consider multiple 
diagnoses, therapies 
and risks in just one 
patient. Students 
must transition from simple cognitive tasks 
such as recall and comprehension to the expect-
ed complex thought processes such as analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation.”   

Patterson was selected for the faculty men-
toring program offered by the School of Medi-
cine and has selected internal medicine resident 
education in the evaluation and management of 
chronic pain as his research topic. 

He earned his medical degree from Wayne 
State University and completed his residency 
training at Emory University.

He followed residency with a teaching 
fellowship at Michigan State before going into 
private practice. •

Using his teaching philosophy, 
internist returns to patient care
BY ANNE MCMILLIN, APR

MAKING A POINT
Darryl Patterson, M.D., at a 
faculty development work-
shop this past winter. Photo 
by Anne McMillin, APR.
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RESIDENT ROUND-UP

In celebration of Childhood Obesity 
Awareness Month last September, the 
University of Nevada School of Medi-
cine’s pediatrics department in Las Vegas 
reached out to the third annual Healthy 

Kids Festival to provide health assessments for 
children in attendance. 

The event provided children and their fam-
ilies with information about healthy eating and 
healthy activity choices while raising awareness 
about childhood obesity issues within the 
community. Parents and families filled the day 
with fun activities and healthy eating demon-
strations, music and entertainment, sports ex-
hibitions, games and other fun and educational 
activities. Children danced, played soccer, tried 
Zumba, saw martial arts demonstrations and 
learned how to grow their own foods.

Rebecca Scherr, M.D., School of Medicine 
pediatric gastroenterologist and several of the 
department’s residents, including Ashley Bech-
tol, M.D., offered weight, height and body 
mass index (BMI) measurements for children 

while discussing healthy behavior with parents 
in attendance. They were assisted by pre-med 
undergraduate students from UNLV.

While providing a service to the communi-
ty, the festival also gave residents the opportu-
nity to train in a non-clinical environment.

“(The festival) allowed residents to work 
together as a team and figure out an efficient 
system to help as many children as possible 
during the fair,” Bechtol said of the value to her 
of participating in the festival.

During their assessments of children, sever-
al anecdotal observations emerged.

“There were many children who were either 
overweight or obese. It was a shock to the 
parents to see how elevated their child’s BMI 
plotted in relation to their peers,” Bechtol said.

Scherr added that behaviors are the top 
factor relating to childhood obesity and by 
and large, children with normal BMI had 
more healthful behaviors than their peers with 
higher BMI readings. Examples of healthy 
behaviors include less screen time, less fast 

food consumption 
and lowering sugary 
beverage intake.

Families, espe-
cially parents, were 
extremely interested 
in getting healthy and 
maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle by finding 
ways to improve their 

eating or exercise habits, according to Scherr. 
Hispanic families were particularly inquisitive 
about improving nutrition and exercise regimes. 

The free festival, sponsored by University of 
Nevada Cooperative Extension’s All 4 Kids© 
Program and Clark County Parks and Recre-
ation Department, was held Paradise Park in 
Las Vegas.

According to event organizers, reaching out 
and empowering families of young children is 
key to the success of healthy living. Parents and 
families learned techniques for supporting and 
modeling positive and healthy eating habits 
while incorporating physical activity in their 
young children’s daily routines.

“The community was receptive to changing 
behaviors and lifestyles to decrease the obesity 
epidemic. Practicing preventative medicine in 
pediatrics is needed to prevent further health 
problems in our patients with elevated BMIs,” 
Bechtol said.  

She added that it was meaningful for the 
School of Medicine to participate in the festival 
to educate the community and give advice to 
the parents and children at risk. 

“It was important to connect with the fam-
ilies and explain future problems that are likely 
to arise with childhood obesity.”

Scherr said the department is doing similar 
educational outreach efforts at local elemen-
tary schools by working in partnership with 
the American Heart Association’s Teaching 
Garden project.

“We teach the science and nutritional 
aspects of healthy lifestyles through the process 
of planting, growing and eating garden food,” 
Scherr explained, adding that children’s interest 
and enthusiasm in science seems to jump sig-
nificantly when they learning using hands-on 
experiences like the teaching garden. •

Reaching children, parents to 
improve healthy lifestyles
BY ANNE MCMILLIN, APR

ADDRESSING OBESITY
Rebecca Scherr, M.D., right, 
discusses a case with pedi-
atric residents, from left to 
right, Munira Rahman, D.O., 
Ashley Bechtol, M.D., and 
Lynsey Zuar, D.O. Photo by 
Edgar Antonio Núñez.



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Holly Villamagna, Class of 
2015, has gone out of her way 
to work with middle school 
students as a coach for Science 
Olympiads and in the Clinical 

Problem Solving For High School Students 
elective course. 

She is just one example of University of 
Nevada School of Medicine students involved 
in the community, motivating younger students 
to pursue their dreams.

Villamagna, 26, who was born in Montreal, 
Canada, said her family lived all over the Unit-
ed States before settling in Las Vegas when she 
was 13. 

“I graduated from Sierra Vista High School, 
then moved to Los Angeles to attend USC 
where I majored in print journalism. I always 
knew I wanted to attend medical school as well, 
but I was so passionate about reporting and 
writing that I decided to pursue both interests,” 
she said. 

Even though she ultimately settled on a 

career in medicine, she believes her training 
in journalism helps her figure out how to 
interview and relate to patients from a variety 
of backgrounds as she sums up their stories 
in notes and feels her way through explaining 
diagnoses and treatments to them. 

“For me, the most interesting question in 
medicine is how to convey our medical knowl-
edge to our patients, young students and to the 
general public. Journalism has helped me with 
that,” she explained.

As a first-year medical student, Villamagna 
and her classmates volunteered for the Tar 
Wars program, where they taught fourth and 
fifth graders about the dangers of smoking. 

“As a third-year medical student, I volun-
teered at Hyde Park Middle School, where a 
small group of students was preparing for the 
Science Olympiad, a national science competi-
tion. I tutored them in brain and skin anatomy 
and physiology, teaching them things that I did 
not even learn until college.”

Villamagna is currently enrolled the School 

of Medicine’s fourth-year elective course Clin-
ical Program Solving for High School Health 
Professionals program, where she has the 
opportunity to work with magnet high school 
students who are interested in health care. 

“We facilitate group case studies, helping 
students work through medical cases often 
based on patients we have seen,” she said.

Villamagna pursued outreach opportunities 
during medical school for several reasons. 

“I never forget how much programs like 
these shaped my life. I became interested in 
medicine by doing group case studies just like 
the ones we do with high school students. I 
hope to do the same for someone else and 
maybe inspire students to consider medicine as 
a career.”

Villamagna loves the challenge of trying 
to translate medical topics into language that 
nine-, 11- or 15-year-olds can understand.

“By teaching students why smoking is 
dangerous or why wearing sunscreen is so 
important, I can help them develop habits that 
will lead to longer, healthier lives. Kids have so 
much energy and excitement to give, and to see 
medical topics inspiring some of that excite-
ment is extremely gratifying.”

Although she has concentrated on medicine 
the last several years, journalism is still very 
much a passion.

“I work as an editor for the authors of First 
Aid for the USMLE, writing and editing their 
Step 1 question bank, and I am pursuing our 
school’s Scholarly Concentration in Narrative 
Medicine, which gives me an opportunity to 
write about my patients,” she said.

Villamagna plans to go into internal 
medicine and is considering sub-specializing in 
infectious diseases, but plans to balance medi-
cine with her interest in medical writing while 
staying in Nevada for residency. •

Inspiring youth to consider medicine
BY ANNE PERSHING
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GUIDING TOMORROW’S PHYSICIANS
Fourth-year medical student Holly Villamag-
na at the Clinical Simulation Center of Las 
Vegas. Photo by Edgar Antonio Núñez.
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CLASS ACT

The Latino Medical Student Asso-
ciation, or LMSA, a new student 
interest group at the School of 
Medicine, went right to work this 
academic year, hosting a medical 

student question-and-answer panel aimed at 
high school and undergraduate students con-
sidering applying to medical school. 

Nearly 40 northern Nevada students, some 
with parents in tow, attended the association’s 
panel discussion held at the University of Neva-
da, Reno in November 2014.

The discussion had current medical students 
answering questions on topics including 
applying to medical school, what courses 
to take in preparation for applying, steps to 
take to be a competitive applicant, when to 
take the MCAT, whom to ask for a letter of 
recommendation and all matters related to the 
medical school experience. 

Any student considering applying to med-
ical school was encouraged to attend the free 
information session.  

Second-year medical students Jessica 
Albanese and Roberto A. Lopez and first-year 
student Emma Garcia sat on the panel. All 
three, who want to eventually practice medicine 
in Nevada, said they thrive on helping under-
graduates become physicians.

Lopez, who was born in Mexico, but grew 
up in Sparks and a University of Nevada, Reno 
graduate, said he discovered the association 
last spring when Wilfredo Torres, M.D.’10, 
assistant professor in the school’s OB/GYN 
department, held a meeting to gauge student 
interest in starting a chapter. 

“Each medical student at the panel was a 
firm believer in the power of mentorship and 
an avid advocate for the type of student we 
wanted to help: the socially disadvantaged, 
underserved or students in need of guidance to 
the path of medicine,” Lopez said.

“That’s when I knew that the Latino 
Medical Student Association was the right 
group for me. Without teachers and counselors 
who helped me along my path, I would not 

be where I am today. It is my obligation to 
help others and this gives me the opportunity 
to work with a group of students who are as 
passionate as I am about helping others.”

Garcia, who grew up in Reno and is also a 
University graduate, agrees. 

“As a political science major, I learned so 
much about citizen advocacy which helped me 
in regard to medical school. I joined this associ-
ation when I saw that first meeting announce-
ment,” she said.

“One of our biggest goals is student outreach 
to low income and first generation students to 
help get them into medical school. After our 
first meeting, we focused on setting up our 
major event, the undergrad panel. This was 
special to me because when I first came to the 
university, there weren’t many organizations 
geared to helping minority students in profes-
sional programs,” Garcia said.

Albanese, who grew up in Las Vegas, is an 
Arizona State University graduate and Latino 
Medical Student Association vice president. 
She shares her fellow students’ enthusiasm 
about the chapter, which plans on hosting 
future events similar to the panel discussion. 

“We’d like to organize a mock multiple-mini 
interview session so that students who are 
applying can practice their interviewing skills, 
expand our outreach to local high schools and 
host interactive sessions to teach students about 
the many career opportunities in medicine,” she 
said, adding that the goal is to make LMSA a 
thriving club geared to increasing the enroll-
ment of qualified, underrepresented minorities 
in medical school to meet the needs of an 
increasingly diverse patient population. •

Reaching out to Latino applicants
BY ANNE PERSHING

NEW STUDENT ASSOCIATION
Roberto Lopez and Jessica Albanese are 
inaugural members of the Latino Medical 
Student Association, a new student interest 
group with the goal of outreach to Latino 
students considering applying to medical 
school. Photo by Anne McMillin, APR.



BRIEFS

NEW FELLOWSHIP BEGINS THIS 
SUMMER 
Nevada’s first and only pulmonary 
and critical care medicine fellow-
ship accredited by the American 
Council on Graduate Medical 
Education begins this July on the 
University of Nevada School of 
Medicine’s Las Vegas campus with 
the first three fellows entering the 
three-year training program.

The fellowship will be held 
at University Medical Center, the 
Veterans Administration Southern 
Nevada Healthcare System and the 
Mike O’Callaghan Federal Hospital 
at Nellis Air Force Base.

“The three training sites give us 
an unparalleled breadth of unique 
training opportunities,” said 
Hidenobu Shigemitsu, M.D., pro-
fessor of medicine and fellowship 
program director. 

The training will focus on the 
inpatient and outpatient practice 
of pulmonary medicine and the 
care of patients in the intensive 
care units (ICU) of the three partici-
pating hospitals.
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Fellows will care for patients 
presenting with lung diseases in-
cluding asthma, COPD, pulmonary 
fibrosis, pulmonary hypertension 
and lung cancer along with critical-
ly ill patients in the ICU.

Fellows will work within 
multi-disciplinary teams in the 
ICU, be required to be active in 
research and expected to become 
the referral of choice for patients 
needing their expertise. 

“The fellowship will help create 
a robust platform to build research, 
advance patient care, and bring an 
academic pulmonary and critical 
care medicine practice in Las Ve-
gas and Nevada,” Shigemitsu said, 
adding that the goal is to keep 
fellows in Las Vegas and Nevada 
upon completion of their training.

EXPANDING PUBLIC MEDICAL 
EDUCATION IN NEVADA
With Nevada ranked 38th national-
ly in measures of health care qual-
ity and 48th in primary care phy-

sicians per capita, major initiatives 
are required to improve the state’s 
health status. A statewide steering 
group reporting to the Nevada 
System of Higher Education (NSHE) 
Board of Regents has developed 
plans to address these issues 
through new and expanded public 
medical education programs.

Comprised of leaders from the 
University of Nevada, Reno; the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas; 
the University of Nevada School of 
Medicine, the chancellor of NSHE; 
and state business leaders, the 
committee has recommended 
the creation of a new, inde-
pendently accredited allopathic 
(M.D.-granting) medical school at 
UNLV, growth of the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine into a 
full four-year campus in Reno and 
expansion of graduate medical 
education (GME) statewide.

These plans have been en-
dorsed by the Board of Regents.

Expansion of GME training 
programs is essential as the most 
direct way to influence new 

CATCHING YOUR BREATH
Hidenobu Shigemitsu, M.D., 
administers a pulmonary 
function test to Maria 
Marin at University Medical 
Center in Las Vegas. The test 
measures how effectively 
the lungs take in and release 
air and how well the lungs 
move gases such as oxygen 
from the atmosphere into 
the body’s circulation. Photo 
by Edgar Antonio Núñez.

physicians to stay in Nevada to 
practice medicine; more than 80 
percent of physicians who attend 
medical school and complete their 
residency in Nevada will stay.

Expansion of the medical 
school and GME training pipelines 
is critical to improving the state’s 
health statistics.

In response to these rec-
ommendations, the School of 
Medicine launched new hospital 
affiliations with Renown Health in 
Reno and MountainView Hospi-
tal in Las Vegas with the aim of 
expanding GME statewide.

The Nevada Legislature 
currently is considering budget 
enhancement requests to support 
these initiatives.

For more information, visit 
moredoctorsfornevada.com.
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Our goal More doctors for Nevada.

Our vision With a 45-year history dedicated to improving 
Nevada’s health and health care, the School of Medicine is proud to enter 
a new era of medical education expansion across the state. Our vision is to 
expand our Reno campus so students may finish all four years of their med-
ical education in northern Nevada. Our plan includes collaborations with 
hospital partners in Reno and Las Vegas to expand residency and fellowship 
training programs in the state’s most needed specialties.

Our impact With campus expansion, strategic partnerships 
and increases in residency and fellowship positions, more doctors will stay 
in Nevada. Our residents will have greater access to care. And the school’s 
tradition of education, research, patient care and community engagement 
will grow and contribute to the state’s economy and quality of life.

University of Nevada
School of Medicine

Learn more at moredoctorsfornevada.com and medicine.nevada.edu/expansion.
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