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Background
The State of Nevada is divided into broad categories of 

rural, frontier, and urban counties and became the 36th state 
on October 31, 1864. Since then Nevada has multiplied in 
both size and technological advances. Nevada is the 7th largest 
state in the United States and it is also known for a variety of 
health disparities. The disparities found within Nevada stem 
from not only Nevada’s 14 rural and frontier counties but also 
the 3 urban counties within Nevada. Such disparities can 
cause rise to many health care deficiencies that can be 
assessed and addressed within the state in order to ensure 
positive healthcare outcomes.

The Office of Statewide Initiatives has been releasing data 
since the first release of the Nevada Rural and Frontier Health 
data books in 2002 continuing on to the release of their 7th

edition in January of 2015. While this agency is dedicated to 
improving the health of all Nevadans, the out reach has been 
limited to promoting awareness through the health data 
books. With the successful installation of the Online Instant 
Atlas access to an online data book will be easier to navigate 
in order to promote identification of any health disparities 
that might exist throughout Nevada.

Methods

Review and Refine Data:

• Clarify that all website graphics are user friendly and easily 
interpretable. 

• Interpret various economic data sources:

• Nevada Rural and Frontier Health Data Book –

7th Edition

• Federal websites such as BEA.gov

Analyze and Document Data:

• Document the economic impact of 10 years of data on 
various counties

• Assure that all legends and footnotes prepared are 
reflective of Instant Atlas visual display according to the 
information from federal websites and data book

Results

Will contain statistically based information for Nevada’s 14 rural and 
frontier counties which include Churchill, Douglas, Elko, Esmeralda, 

Eureka, Humboldt, Lander, Lincoln, Lyon, Mineral, Nye, Pershing, 
Storey, and White Pines Counties; and also the three urban counties 

within Nevada which include Carson City, Clark, and Washoe 
Counties from over 100 tables on social, economic, population, 

workforce, and resource aspects of health.

Preview of Instant Atlas Program
Reflection

Instant Atlas will improve the State of Nevada’s overall 
health by making this information more readily available to 
both professionals, college health majors like myself, and the 
general public. It is important to me is because I’m a business 
minor so it allows me to also view health but from an 
economic standpoint. This is also important to me because 
I’ve lived in Nevada for a large portion of my life and hopefully 
important to you because you are currently in Nevada and 
whether you have lived here for an extended amount of time 
or not, Nevada’s Health has now effected you.

I support Dr. Mary Tabor Griswold, and the outreach arm of 
the University of Nevada School of Medicine, Office of 
Statewide Initiatives efforts in implementing the Instant Atlas 
to assist Nevada in identifying  health disparities. Other states 
may see this initiative and join the band wagon. I hope, that 
this new information could impacts all, not only exclusive to 
those in Nevada, to delve deeper into their health.

Goals and Objectives
The aim for this project is assisting in creating an online 

database that will be available to healthcare workers, 
insurance providers, doctors, and researchers to use at any 
time as well as the public. This will summarize information for 
the State of Nevada at specific points in time and facilitate 
examining health data by making data accessible by anyone 
across the state. My main task is to refine sources and 
documentation of all health data creating summary captions 
for all visual displays. 

The Online Instant Atlas will transform the process of 
evaluating health outcomes because it will serve as an almost 
effortless way to identify disparities found within Nevada. In 
order to improve health outcomes we must make this 
information readily available to the public so that these 
different counties can adjust as needed. 

By using this analysis we will be able to pinpoint specific 
areas for health improvement across the state. This will lead 
to creation of plans and initiatives. After the implementation 
of these projects we will be able to track progress via the 
Instant Atlas software. Ultimately showing if the project 
succeeded, or what improvements might be necessary.


