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Background of the Health Issue
Sun exposure can cause premature skin aging, 
loss of elasticity, wrinkles, damage to the eyes, 
and even skin cancer.  Melanoma is the most life 
threatening type of skin cancer.

• One person dies of melanoma every hour 
(every 57 minutes) in the United States. 

• About 68 people in Nevada die of melanoma 
every year.   

• The melanoma death rate among Nevada 
residents is higher than the national average.

The Sun Smart Schools program can save lives 

in Nevada. It will promote awareness in school 
students and their parents 
about sun safety and the
risk of skin cancer
due to too much sun 
exposure.  

During this internship I will:
• Learn about the public health issue of sun 

exposure and skin cancer

• Gain proficient skills in SPSS software 

• Participate in public health outreach in a local 
community 

• Network with public health organizations

• Learn about survey administration

• Organize, record, and analyze survey results

• Write a report on student/parent sun safety 
attitudes and behaviors in Nevada for Sun 
Smart Schools program

• Experience working in an office setting

Action
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Office of Statewide Initiatives (OSI) 
OSI provides a wide selection of activities across 
all counties in Nevada to improve the health of 
the community and to document community 
factors that will assist in program planning and 
further assessments. OSI activities include health 
education, training, outreach, community 
development, telehealth, telecommunications, 
policy development, and analysis. In addition, 
OSI provides state and national leadership in 
addressing recruitment and retention issues, 
technology resources, and promotion of 
graduate medical education. 

Nevada Cancer Coalition (NCC)
NCC is dedicated to evidence-based strategies 

and coordination of cancer prevention, early 

detection, treatment, support, and research 

efforts to improve the quality of life for 

everyone in Nevada. Nevada Cancer Coalition’s 

work is built upon the participation and 

contributions of their members. It is 

accomplished through the efforts of Task Forces, 

Implementation Groups, and Partnerships.

OBJECTIVE 1: Research and Data Collection

Activity: Research skin cancer risk and 
Sun Smart Schools materials

Outcome: Gain knowledge of Sun Smart 
School program and public health issues

OBJECTIVE 2: Needs Assessment

Activity: Learning to use and build SPSS 
database

Outcome: To report, organize, and analyze 
results from surveys 

OBJECTIVE 3: Implementation and Reporting

Activity: Create a survey report
Outcome: Evaluate the baseline 
knowledge of the program participants

Activity: Volunteering at the Sun Smart 
booth at the RenOpen Streets 

Outcome: Promoting awareness of sun 
exposure and skin cancer

Activity: School visits with Rebecca 
Whistler (Nevada Cancer Coalition Project 
Coordinator)

Outcome: Gain hands on experience in 
educating teachers on how to use the 
EPA’s SunWise curriculum

Picture taken by Briana Owen: Rebecca Whistler from NCC educating the teachers at 
Gardnerville Elementary on the SunWise Curriculum.
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Above: High School Survey example
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