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Dean’s perspective

I am proud to represent the 1,783 faculty and staff 
members, medical and graduate students, residents 
and fellows whose work contributes to the School of 
Medicine’s success every day.

Two of those staff members are new writers for Synapse: 
Anne Pershing, a Pulitzer Prize-nominated longtime Nevada 
newspaper editor and Matt Lush, a journalism student at the 
University of Nevada, Reno. You will see their work in this and 
future issues as they bring to you a glimpse of why I am honored 
to be part of this outstanding medical school.  

In this issue you will learn about how we are training new 
physicians in programs ranging from otorhinolaryngology to 
rural family medicine, an exciting new approach to teaching 
anatomy made possible by the new technology available in the 
William N. Pennington Health Sciences Building, and a new 
program that integrates undergraduate and medical education 
for prospective physicians. We are reaching out to help rural 

physicians in Nevada with specialty consultations through 
Project ECHO and helping indigent patients in Reno through 
the Student Outreach Clinic. In a new feature, we profile an 
alumnus who is helping patients in underdeveloped countries 
with congenital deformities that can be helped by plastic surgery. 

And those of you who have helped our medical school with 
your contributions are recognized. You will learn about our new 
chair of obstetrics and gynecology in Las Vegas and about the 
outstanding students of the Class of 2015, who started last fall 
just after I arrived. 

The breadth and impact of the School of Medicine are 
impressive, and it is a privilege to be able to tell about just a few 
of the amazing things that happen here every day.

Dean, University of Nevada School of Medicine

Telling our story

Th
er

es
a

 D
a

n
n

a
-D

o
u

g
la

s

The breadth and impact of the School of Medicine are im-
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About the cover Kelly O’Shaughnessy, left, directs a new rural 
health network of physicians; Robert Wang, M.D., leads the 
recently created head and neck surgery residency and Miriam 
Bar-on, M.D., right, associate dean of graduate medical education, 
helped guide the expansion of residencies at the school. Photo by 
Dave Smith. Art direction by Edgar Antonio Núñez.
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Kanchan Kanel, M.D., left, reviews medical information 
with fellow internal medicine residents Ahmad Eter, M.D., 
and Sheryl Yu, M.D., at UMC’s Lied Clinic.

Residency
Programs growing to meet state needs 



With a mandate to help meet the growing health care needs of Nevada, 
the University of Nevada School of Medicine significantly increases its 
offerings in graduate medical education programs in 2012.

Story Anne McMillin, APR     PhotograPhy Edgar Antonio Núñez



Academic historians looking back on the 2011-2012 year will 
mark it as one of tremendous growth for residency programs at 
the University of Nevada School of Medicine. A reallocation of 
residency slots, a new residency program and further outreach 
into Nevada’s rural communities are pushing the School of 
Medicine’s graduate medical education program to new fron-
tiers within Nevada.

Cap INCrease
Working with partner hospitals University Medical Center of 
Southern Nevada and Renown Health, the School of Medicine 
is increasing its physician training program capacity this year, 
thanks to a reallocation of residency positions by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, a federal agency.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services announced 
this redistribution of more than 1,300 medical education slots 
under the Affordable Care Act’s unused residency slot redistri-
bution program last summer. A total of 58 hospitals nationwide, 
including UMC and Renown, are receiving additional residency 
positions, based on their applications for need.

“Because Nevada has a very low medical resident-to-popula-
tion ratio, we ranked in the top 10 states nationwide to receive 

additional positions,” said Miriam Bar-on, M.D., associate dean 
for graduate medical education, who spearheaded the effort for 
the School of Medicine working in collaboration with UMC 
and Renown officials. Seventy-five percent of these positions 
will be used to expand primary care residency programs. 

“This redistribution of positions gives us the potential to in-
crease our graduate medical education complement of medical 
and surgical residents and fellows from 283 to 354, an increase 
of 25 percent,” she added.

For Nevada, this reallocation translates into 50 new posi-
tions at UMC in Las Vegas and 21 at Renown in Reno. The 
School of Medicine trains resident physicians at both hospitals. 

School of Medicine residency programs increasing their 
complement of doctors as a result of the reallocation include 
internal medicine and family medicine in Reno and pediatrics, 
surgical critical care and internal medicine in Las Vegas.

Residency training location is a strong indication of where 
physicians will likely practice medicine following completion of 
their training and has strong implications for the future avail-
ability of health care professionals, research shows. 

In recent years, nearly 60 percent of physicians who com-
plete residency training in Nevada remain in the state to practice.

Internal medicine residents at UMC’s Lied Clinic, like Sheryl Yu, M.D., are trained to be primary care providers and often serve as a safety net for many Clark 
County citizens seeking health care.
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OtOlaryNgOlOgy
Last fall, the School of Medicine received approval for establish-
ing Nevada’s first residency training program for otolaryngology 
and earned a three-year accreditation cycle for the program from 
the American Council on Graduate Medical Education.

The five-year residency training program in head and neck 
surgery will begin in July following a search through the Na-
tional Residency Match Program for a qualified candidate. The 
program will be based at the School of Medicine’s partner hos-
pitals, University Medical Center and MountainView Hospital, 
and various surgery centers across Las Vegas. One candidate will 
be added each year until the program is full with five residents. 

The otolaryngology program resides within the School of 
Medicine Department of Surgery’s otolaryngology-head and 
neck surgery division. William A. Zamboni, M.D., professor 
and surgery chairman said: “This is an example of the depart-
ment’s commitment to create new training programs in the 
surgical subspecialties so that School of Medicine students will 
have the opportunity to stay and train in Nevada.”

The training program provides residents with education in 
comprehensive evaluation, as well as medical and surgical man-
agement of patients of all ages having diseases and disorders of 

the ears, upper respiratory and upper alimentary systems and 
related structures, and the head and neck.

The new program, led by faculty otolaryngologist Robert 
Wang, M.D., surgery professor and chief of otolaryngology, will 
follow ACGME program standards. Wang has been trained at 
Harvard University and M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and has 
more than 25 years of academic and clinical experience.

“This was an eight-year project to get going,” said Wang, 
adding that faculty members were recruited and hired in that 
timeframe to support the program.  

In addition to Wang’s expertise in head and neck oncology, 
use of robotic surgical devices and thyroid/parathyroid surgery, 
Matthew Ng, M.D., a USC and Johns Hopkins fellowship-
trained neuro-otologist; T.J. O-Lee, M.D., a Loma Linda 
University and Stanford University fellowship-trained pediatric 
otolaryngologist; and Paul Johnson, M.D., a general otolaryn-
gologist; complete the division’s faculty. 

To complement the faculty ranks, Wang reached out to 
community physicians to get them involved and has been well 
received for his efforts.

“Our emphasis is on top-notch education for the new gen-
eration of otolaryngologists for Nevada and reversing the trend  

Fourth-year medical student Ashley Connell, and pediatrics resident Robert K. Gordon, D.O., discuss the day’s cases at Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC 
in Las Vegas.
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of sending patients out-of-state for treatment. We now attract 
tertiary level referrals from Utah, California and Arizona to our 
practices,” Wang said.

Bar-on said she is particularly thrilled with the establishment 
of this highly competitive residency program.

“More than 99 percent of the ear, nose and throat residency 
positions nationwide are filled each year, so we expect our pro-
gram to attract many highly qualified candidates,” she said. 

“The addition of this new program increases the portfolio of 
surgical specialty training programs offered by the School of 
Medicine and our affiliated hospitals to patients in the Las Ve-
gas community.” 

Currently, there are 1.8 otolaryngologists per 100,000 peo-
ple in Nevada; the comparable number for the U.S. is 3.3.

rural NetwOrk
The Nevada Rural Health Network, a partnership between the 
School of Medicine’s Department of Family and Community 
Medicine in Las Vegas, the High Sierra Area Health Education 
Center, Humboldt General Hospital and Winnemucca-based 
physicians, formed last summer to bring education, training re-
cruitment and retention opportunities to the health workforce 

in Nevada’s rural communities.
Backed by a three-year, $540,000 grant from the Health Re-

sources and Services Administration, the Nevada Rural Health 
Network blends a critical access hospital, frontier family medi-
cine physicians and the School of Medicine’s graduate medi-
cal education program together. Doing so will initiate a health 
workforce strategy that connects community practitioners to lo-
cal health conditions and prepares trained physicians to work in 
areas affected by geographic disparities.

Kelly O’Shaughnessy, the network’s director, said: “Once 
established, the Nevada Rural Health Network will serve as an 
education and health delivery hub for the rural northeast part of 
the state and support initiatives like the Advanced Life Support 
Obstetrics (ALSO) training program and the family medicine 
rural residency expansion.”

An additional grant from the Health Resources and Services 
Administration will support Las Vegas-based family medicine 
residents working the final two years of their residency at Hum-
boldt General Hospital beginning in 2013.

Already more than just a vision, the Nevada Rural Health 
Network, working in conjunction with faculty and staff from the 
Department of Family and Community Medicine, conducted 

The medical school’s pediatrics residency program has grown to a current slate of 36 residents, including Jennifer Adair, M.D. Plans are underway to 
expand to 48 positions in the next two years.
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an ALSO training course at Humboldt General Hospital in the 
fall of 2011. 

The course is designed to enhance the skills of health care 
providers to manage potential obstetrical urgencies and emer-
gencies effectively, a needed skill in rural areas where distance 
plays a significant role in access to medical care.

It emphasizes labor and delivery room emergencies but also 
covers prenatal risk assessment, first-trimester complications, 
miscarriages, assisted deliveries, vaginal bleeding in late preg-
nancy, risk factors for preterm labor, consultant relationships 
and patient safety.

One challenge faced by rural health care workers covered in 
the course was practical methods for addressing labor and deliv-
ery in the back of an ambulance on rural roads.

Seven paramedics, two emergency medical technicians, 
four nurses and two family medicine physicians, all based in 
Winnemucca, participated in last fall’s ALSO training which 
also yielded a local certified program instructor: family medicine 
physician Brad Granath, M.D.

In addition to earning his ALSO instructor certification, 
Granath has been selected as the site director for the Winnemuc-
ca residency program, where Kurt Kracaw, M.D.’90, will serve 

as the assistant site director. Both are local Winnemucca-based 
community physicians.

Other Winnemucca community physicians are volunteering 
for residency rotations.

Debi Bell, RN, who is also based at Humboldt General Hos-
pital, serves as the rural training track residency coordinator.

O’Shaughnessey said this is a wonderful time to be working 
with Humboldt General Hospital because of recent expansion 
efforts at the hospital: a new walk-in clinic and clinical office 
spaces as well as strong support from Winnemucca’s elected 
leaders and the community.

Long-term outcomes for the rural network include in-
creased access to care for underserved populations, more phy-
sicians electing to practice primary care in rural communities 
and increased access to educational opportunities for Humboldt 
County health care professionals.

“It is exciting to bring improved care access to rural citizens 
and work toward achieving the school’s goal to provide medical 
care for all Nevadans,” O’Shaughnessey said.

“It is our hope that the network’s efforts in Winnemucca will 
serve as a pilot for similar endeavors in other rural communities.” 
n -anne mcmillin, apr

Michael Pernula, M.D., is in his first year of residency training in internal medicine at the School of Medicine. Graduating residents have a 93 percent overall 
board pass rate over the past three years on the American Board of Internal Medicine certifying exam.
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BS-MD: Diploma to doctor in seven years 
First cohort of BS-MD students enters medical school; more exceptional students coming up through 
the undergraduate ranks at the University of Nevada, Reno and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

A relatively new program 
at the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine helps 
high-achieving students be-
come physicians at an acceler-
ated pace. 

The School of Medicine’s BS-
MD program provides undergraduates at the University of Ne-
vada, Reno and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, who set an 
early goal of becoming a physician, the opportunity to achieve 
that goal in just seven years. 

Jeff Thompson, dean of the University of Nevada, Reno’s 
College of Science, said the BS-MD program was conceived 
as a way to retain Nevada’s exceptional students beyond their 
undergraduate degree.

The ultimate goal, he said, is to keep Nevada’s top students in 
the state so they can complete both their bachelor’s and medical 
degrees without leaving the state. 

According to Joseph Nika, Ph.D., a pre-health advisor who 
coordinates the BS-MD program for UNLV, the program of-
fers high school students throughout the state the opportunity 
to accelerate the rate of earning both their undergraduate and 
medical degrees and cut a year off the process. 

Students admitted to the program engage in three years of 
defined undergraduate curriculum at the University or UNLV 
that completes all pre-requisite courses required for admission 
to the School of Medicine. Undergraduate students also take 
specific upper division science classes that provide a strong foun-
dation for success in medical school. Students who are admitted 

to medical school must maintain a 3.5 cumulative and 3.5 sci-
ence GPA as undergraduates.

Maintaining these academic standards confers eligibility to 
prepare for and take the medical college admissions test during 
the summer following the sophomore year of college. Appli-
cants also go through the interview process with the School of 
Medicine’s admissions committee, and if selected, receive noti-
fication during the spring semester of their junior year. 

“It’s an honor and privilege to work with such incredibly gift-
ed young adults, some of whom are National Merit Scholars,” 
said Nika. 

“The motivation and fervor that they bring to the program 
creates an aura of positivity that makes me eager to come into 
the office every day. It is truly rewarding to observe their growth 
and maturation as they progress through the program and ulti-
mately achieve their goals,” he added.

Ann Diggins, the School of Medicine’s director of recruit-
ment and student services in Las Vegas, also has high praise for 
the 37 students currently enrolled in the BS-MD program at all 
three institutions.

“The BS-MD students benefit from a quicker and more in-
tensive path into medicine as they are mentored by medical 
students who share time with them and are great role models. 

The motivation and fervor that they bring to the pro-
gram creates an aura of positivity that makes me 
eager to come into the office every day.

Joseph nika

Ashish Francis, third-year medical student, top, serves as a mentor to 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas undergraduate student John Hallaway, 
below, offering an insider’s perspective on medical school.
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The program offers an alternative for a small number of highly 
focused college students and gets physicians into the profession 
fast, at a time when shortages of physicians are looming across 
the country,” she said. 

Giving Hope
UNLV freshman and biology major John Hallaway, 18, said he 
remembers that he first became interested in medicine when he 
saw an episode of the TV show “House” as a kid.

“When I was a little older, I dislocated my knee, and doctors 
told me after my surgery that I’d never walk again. My physi-
cal therapist, Edwin Suarez, spent nine months working on 
me five-days-a-week. He gave me hope, and I never gave up. I 
ended up playing soccer and participating in track in high school 
because of him. I want to do for others what he did for me: Give 
them hope,” he said.

Hallaway explained that he has a third-year medical student 
at University Medical Center who serves as his mentor, while 
another medical student arranged for him to watch doctors per-
form surgery.

“That was inspiring for my first year of college,” said the Sil-
verado High School graduate, who wants to stay in Nevada. 

“It was extraordinary. I got to see surgery performed on a lung. 
I’ll never forget it.” 

He added that his ultimate goal is to be an emergency room 
doctor or possibly a radiologist.

“I’m still deciding, but whichever I choose, I want to give my 
best back to my patients and others. I’m just grateful for the 
help I’ve received from people like Dr. Nika, who prepared my 
schedule for the next three years. He’s always there for me as is 
Ann Diggins. She set up my shadowing, which was exceptional.”

Future Pediatrician
University of Nevada, Reno sophomore Amanda Gracia, 19, the 
2010 salutatorian at Rancho High School in Las Vegas, said she 
always knew she wanted to be a doctor so she worked to bring 
the Health Occupation Students of America club to her high 
school and later to the University. The club offers students the 
opportunity to participate in scientific activities to help prepare 
them for careers in the health sciences.

Following her efforts in high school, Gracia worked to be-
come accepted into the BS-MD program and was successful. 

“The program is great for me because it will help me get a 
jump-start on the process of becoming a pediatrician. I love kids. 

Medical student Troy Shields from Gardnerville, Nev., is a member of the initial group of BS-MD students at the School of Medicine.
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But, I want to try everything, just in case there’s something else 
I might like.”

She said the BS-MD program takes the pressure off her be-
cause she knows where to focus. 

“I know what I have to do: Follow the plan that is laid out 
for me. The program also creates a strong support network. We 
have fun, hang out and relax together. Support from my fam-
ily also helps. There are also staff members who always come 
through for us,” she added. 

“I’m so fortunate to be part of this program. It’s turning out to 
be an incredible journey and is helping me, and other students, 
fulfill our dreams of becoming physicians.”

Looking at Orthopedics
Troy Shields, 22, of Minden, a BS-MD student in his first 
year at the School of Medicine, said because he shadowed an 
orthopedic surgeon as a teen at Douglas County High School, 
he knew he wanted to become a physician. His goal right now 
points to orthopedic surgery: “But, I know that could change 
with all the training I will be getting in other areas.”

While an undergraduate student at the University, Shields 
participated in a prospective student recruitment event spon-

sored by the medical school, where he learned about the BS-MD 
program. After completing the majority of the requirements for 
a bachelor’s degree in biology in just three years, Shields entered 
the medical school last fall as part of the first group of students 
admitted to the school under the BS-MD program.

Shields said of medical school: “It is a big adjustment and 
it’s important to always find the time to study. The depth of 
knowledge is incredible and tough questions are asked on tests. 
You’ve got to know the material. It’s also important to relax and 
have fun to keep the stress levels down, so that you can do the 
best job you can.”

Shields credits staff members with being “very involved and 
supportive of students. They want us to succeed.” 

He added that there are also two upper classmen at the medi-
cal school who help him. 

“They are both like mentors. They keep me focused and on 
track with what I need to do.”

“I’m extremely grateful for all the support I receive from my 
family, fellow students and the BS-MD program. I wanted to 
stay in Nevada and the BS-MD program made that happen.”

To learn more about the BS-MD program, contact Ann 
Diggins at 702-671-2202. n -anne pershing

In her second year at the University of Nevada, Reno, Amanda Gracia helped found the Health Occupations Student Association at the University, which 
serves as a forum for young adults interested in a career in the health sciences.
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Several events came together 
over the past year to allow 
the anatomy program to take 
the next step in its evolution 
at the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine.

The opening of the William N. 
Pennington Health Sciences Building and the curricular trans-
formation for medical education instruction have combined to 
catapult the anatomy program to the next level.

Following their first year of medical school under the new 
curriculum, which focuses on an integrated understanding of 
anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, biochemistry, histology 
and the practice of medicine, medical students will be able to 
return to the anatomy lab in their second, third and fourth years 
for additional refresher courses, electives and the opportunity to 
teach, thanks to more physical space and better equipment in 
the new facility.

“The new space allows students the opportunity to come back 
and look at anatomy for a refresher in their second year and re-
turn as a fourth-year student to help teach and/or do special dis-
sections to better prepare them for their residencies,” said Carl 
Sievert, an anatomy professor in the Department of Physiology 
and Cell Biology. 

“We can also bring them back again in their third year prior 
to their obstetrics and gynecology or surgery clerkships to expose 
them to the most common anatomical features they will be see-
ing in those clerkships,” he added. 

Sievert added that prior to the new facility opening last sum-
mer, once students left the anatomy lab following their first year, 
they didn’t have the opportunity to return to review materials or 

gain teaching experience. 
The gradual move to a larger class size over the next several 

years necessitated the creation of additional space in the Pen-
nington Health Sciences Building for the anatomy lab. The ad-
ditional space, needed for donated cadavers and for training lo-
cal physicians on evolving surgical procedures, has allowed the 
medical school to hire Patricia Elder, a mortician with skill in 
anatomical dissection embalming techniques for both long-term 
cadaver preservation and surgical and research applications.

Josh Bardin, M.D., a retired vascular surgeon, who started 
volunteering with the anatomy program six years ago and is now 
a faculty member, said the new building allows for efficient and 
effective teaching with better lighting and computers at each of 
the 25 dissecting tables.

“We are working on tiny structures with lots of detail within 
the body so the new operating room quality lighting is spectacu-
lar,” Bardin said. 

“Ceiling mounted cameras transmit our dissection images 
and lectures to computers at each table and allow for step-by-
step instruction.”

The curricular transformation replaces the previous disci-
pline-based instructional model with integrated blocks that offer 
a more consistent approach to teaching science concepts within 
a clinical context, limited lecture hours and an emphasis on life-
long learning strategies. Under this new model of curricular re-

No longer your parents’ medical school anatomy course.

Anatomy program evolves

We are working on tiny structures with lots of detail 
within the body so the new operating room quality 
lighting is spectacular.

Josh BarDin
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form, anatomy professors will step back from the lecture podium 
in favor of more self-directed learning.

“We will spend less time with students on some subjects but 
they will still learn the required material because it will be picked 
up elsewhere,” Sievert said. 

“For example, professors were teaching radiology in the 
classroom; but in the new curriculum some of it will be self-
directed and students will learn that portion on their own.”

Curricular transformation realigns instruction methodol-
ogy to a body systems-based model. This model should make 
learning easier for students because of better organization of in-
structional materials and more emphasis on integration between 
disciplines, according to Sievert.

“Students will see the entire body system from all perspec-
tives – histology, anatomy, microbiology, pharmacology and the 
like,” he said. 

“Learning the material will be less redundant now because 
curricular reform allows for better collaboration.”

Bardin said by following the curricular reform trend sweep-
ing medical schools across the nation, the School of Medicine 
will be better at showing the connection between basic sciences 
and clinical scenarios. n -anne mcmillin, apr
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Carl Sievert discusses anatomy with Natsuko Takakuwa and Cameron Wipfli as Katie Lyons and Steeven John review charts.

The University of Nevada School of Medicine’s Anatomical 
Donation Program is dedicated to providing anatomical mate-
rial for the ever-growing educational and research needs of 
medical science.

Anatomy is one of the most important courses in the health 
sciences, serving as a foundation for other disciplines such as 
physiology, pathology, neurology and surgery.

The donation of one’s body after death is a thoughtful and 
unique contribution to the education of future doctors, nurses, 
and emergency medical personnel. Dignity and respect for 
donated bodies is maintained at all times. 

Joyce King, administrator for the anatomical donation pro-
gram, said, “The generosity of body donors adds immeasur-
ably to our quality of life.”

“Those who will their bodies to medical science are giving 
their mortal substance to contribute to the health and well-
being of future generations. They extend their own usefulness 
far beyond the grave.”

For questions about the anatomical donation program, con-
tact King at 775-784-4569.
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Vani Dandolu, M.D., the Uni-
versity of Nevada School of 
Medicine’s new chair for ob-
stetrics and gynecology, is ex-
cited about changes that are 
taking place in the department. 

“The obstetrics and gynecology department in Las Vegas had 
been without a permanent chairperson for more than a year, so 
this is an exciting time for the department with recruitment of 
new faculty, new leadership and opening of a new practice loca-
tion and strengthening existing practices,” said Dandolu. 

“There’s a lot of good will with so many wanting to see the 
department do well. The School of Medicine and University 
Medical Center are working together on several programs and 
this has helped the department tremendously.”

Changes include the January 2012 opening of the new 
Women’s Center, the new Families First program and the de-
partment’s collaborative fellowship program with family medi-
cine and its new fellow, Joseph Shea, M.D.

Before being appointed to her new position last September, 
Dandolu was director of the Division of Urogynecology and 
its residency program for obstetrics and gynecology at Temple 
University School of Medicine in Philadelphia. 

She completed medical school and her initial obstetrics and 
gynecology residency training in India, followed by obstetrics 
and gynecology residency at the University of Wisconsin School 

of Medicine, Milwaukee campus and subspecialty training in 
urogynecology at Temple University Hospital. Dandolu is board 
certified by the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

She wants to see her department be recognized for quality 
and compassionate patient care while increasing the patient base 
for both faculty and resident practice. 

“Toward this goal we are offering our Families First program 
where employees of University Medical Center, University of 
Nevada, Reno and UNLV have a priority to be seen in our fac-
ulty practice. Our goal is to see them within three days of their 
phone call for urgent visits and within one week for annual ex-
ams,” said Dandolu.

To meet the increased demand, the department is hiring 
more faculty providers in its 8,800-square-foot faculty practice 
in Las Vegas.

She said staff with the Families First program is also working 
on creating a webpage where employees can enter their informa-
tion and expect a call back regarding their appointment time 
without the hassle of being on the phone for a long time.

The goal to re-open the Women’s Center, a resident conti-
nuity clinic, came to fruition when the 10,000-square-foot facil-
ity opened its doors at 2231 W. Charleston Blvd. in Las Vegas. 

Coming from Temple University, Vani Dandolu establishes several patient care-oriented projects.

New OB/GYN chair enjoying program changes

There’s a lot of good will with so many wanting to see 
the department do well.

vani DanDoLu
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“The resident physicians have their own schedules and are 
able to follow their patients throughout their four years of train-
ing. Our 12 resident physicians are excited about the opportu-
nity to experience ‘their own practice,’” said Dandolu. 

She added that department faculty are working to increase 
scholarly activity in terms of publications and research funding. 

“The goal for this faculty is to devote sufficient time in re-
search and obtain independent funding in the next three years.”

As for the obstetrics fellowship, Dandolu said: “It’s an ex-
citing opportunity for board certified family practitioners to 
further enhance their skills in prenatal ultrasound, antepartum 
fetal testing and operative obstetrics. The School of Medicine’s 
obstetrics fellowship in the Las Vegas family medicine depart-
ment is a 12-month training program in collaboration with the 
obstetrics and gynecology department. Dr. Elissa Palmer, family 
medicine chair, is fellowship director for the program.”

The current obstetrics fellow is Joseph Shea, M.D., described 
by Dandolu as very pleasant and delightful. He completed his 
undergraduate degree at the University of Notre Dame, medical 
degree at the Medical College of Wisconsin and family medi-
cine residency at the University of Connecticut, where he was 
chief resident.

“He is board certified in family medicine, an Advanced Life 
Support in Obstetrics provider and spent two years in practice 
(including obstetrics) before joining our obstetrics fellowship. 
He’s a wonderful, hard working person, who is a good role mod-
el for those who will follow the program,” proclaimed Dandolu.

When told that his chair had kind things to say about him, 
Shea reciprocated with compliments for Dandolu.

“She is very active and works hard to make the program re-
warding for all of us. Our chair is extremely supportive as is ev-
eryone else. I feel extremely fortunate to be part of the program.”

He continued: “We work hard here to tend to as many pa-
tients as we can. There are some who have no access to insurance 
and others who have no pre-natal care. It’s difficult to keep up, 
but you have to. With my training, I’m learning so much and am 
happy to be able to help these patients as much as I can.”

Shea added that during his one-year fellowship, he is looking 
for opportunities in the area of family medicine and obstetrics. 
He said in the field of family medicine, physicians experience 
the full spectrum, from birth to death and are involved with 
continuous training until they retire.

“I’m happy to be in Nevada and happy with this opportunity.” 
n -anne pershing
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Vani Dandolu, M.D., OB/GYN chair, discusses plans for the Families First program with OB/GYN fellow Joseph Shea, M.D.
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Project ECHO is coming to ru-
ral Nevada and no one is hap-
pier about this new program 
than Evan Klass, M.D., of the 
internal medicine department 
in Reno.

“The goal of this program is to 
address the shortage of medical manpower in rural Nevada com-
munities so we can deliver special services to them, and we’re 
incredibly excited about this,” said Klass, who is overseeing the 
program for the University of Nevada School of Medicine.

This program will connect, via video conference, rural pri-
mary care physicians with medical specialty experts at the school 
so they can manage chronic diseases in their patients, he said. 

ECHO is a new model of health care education that will 
bring “health care without walls” to rural and underserved com-
munities. The Nevada program is modeled after the successful 
program created at the University of New Mexico in Albuquer-
que, explained Klass.

He was part of a School of Medicine team that included Me-
lissa Piasecki, M.D., senior associate dean of academic affairs 
and Melissa O’Brien, director of continuing education, who 
went to New Mexico to look over the program and came away 
impressed with its outcomes.

According to the University of New Mexico’s report “Proj-

ect ECHO: Bringing Health Care without Walls to Rural and 
Underserved Communities,” some 65 million Americans live in 
remote, rural communities where there are not enough doctors 
for everyone to get the care that they need.

“While we can’t help rural areas nationwide, there are so many 
we can help in our own state in places like Battle Mountain, Ely, 
Winnemucca, Pahrump, Mesquite, Elko, Yerington and Cali-
ente. Fortunately, Fallon and Fernley are closer and have quick-
er access to specialists in Reno and Sparks,” said Klass, who is an 
internist and endocrinologist. 

“We’re moving ahead on this so those who can’t get help 
from a specialist now will soon be able to, and this applies to 
people of all ages. Dr. Thomas Schwenk, the dean of our medi-
cal school, wants us to help our rural communities throughout 
the state, and that is what we’re striving for.”

Klass added that Project ECHO will improve the health sta-
tus of rural Nevadans and will assist those rural medical provid-
ers who feel isolated. 

“Providers will have support from ECHO and the patient 

Project ECHO: Improving rural health care
Using telemedicine to extend medical school expertise to rural providers.

We’re moving ahead on this so those who can’t get 
help from a specialist now will soon be able to and 
this applies to people of all ages.

evan kLass
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will also have more support.”
Jason Bleak, administrator and chief executive officer of the 

Grover C. Dils Medical Center in Caliente, agreed that the 
project will improve rural health care.

“On behalf of myself and our medical providers, we are ex-
tremely grateful for this new program,” Bleak said. 

“It will allow us to help keep our patients home. It will also 
help rural Nevada, as some of us are in such remote areas that 
we feel like we’re on an island. This is a great opportunity for our 
patients to be treated by specialists.

“It’s just fantastic that doctors with the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine will be there for us. ECHO will be con-
necting our rural facilities with a wide network of physicians and 
specialists who will also be training our medical providers at the 
medical center in Caliente.”

Klass pointed out: “As specialists, we’re donating our time 
and there will be no cost to the patients. We’re depending on 
grants, charitable contributions and governmental support to 
come through for us. We’re going where health care is ultimate-
ly needed and we’re moving to the future.”

The team of specialists will include an endocrinologist, reg-
istered dietician, nurses, mental health professionals and others.

Don McKenzie, chief executive officer of the Native Ameri-
can Southern Bands Health Center in Elko, said he is pleased to 
know that the project is moving ahead.

“This is a great opportunity for patients to receive specialty 
care in their rural communities. Otherwise, some may have to 
travel miles away, but more alarming, some may not have the 
funds to travel at all,” McKenzie said. 

“Another benefit of this project is that it will increase training 
for our medical staff, resulting in continuing medical education 
credits that will enhance our ability to treat our patients. It’s a 
win-win for our patients and our staff.”

According to Klass, one of the first chronic diseases the 
ECHO specialists will tackle is diabetes, with the first diabetes-
cardiovascular risk reduction clinics scheduled this spring.

“Our care team will be set up in the video conference room 
and will link to providers in the rural communities,” he said. 

This year, New Mexico published the outcome of their treat-
ment for Hepatitis C through Project ECHO and discovered 
that patients being treated through the model program did just 
as well as patients treated at the University Medical Center in 
Albuquerque, said Klass, adding he is very eager to get Project 
ECHO started. n -anne pershing

Endocrinologist Evan Klass, M.D., heads up the Project ECHO telemedicine consultation program to rural-based primary care providers.
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Born on a Navy base in Washington 
state, Nicki Joslyn, Class of 2014, 
has spent the majority of her life in 
Reno. She attended the University 
of Nevada, Reno, majoring in bio-
chemistry and molecular biology.

Synapse: What made you decide upon 
a career in medicine at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine?
Joslyn: When I was 12 years old my best 
friend was diagnosed with juvenile diabe-
tes. My mom is a registered nurse, so she 
was able to help provide me with some 
information relevant to diabetes. I had 
always been passionate about science, but 
after this experience I was intrigued to re-
ally understand the applications it could 
have. The mixture of science and critical 
thinking affirmed my decision to pursue a 
career in medicine.

Gina Sella in the Office of Admis-
sions and Student Affairs provided me 
with opportunities as an undergraduate to 
become involved with the medical school. 

Finally, professors here are more inter-
ested in seeing you grow and understand 
the principles of medicine, than they are 
to publish. I feel so strongly about un-
derstanding the science behind medicine 
that Nevada was the perfect fit for me.

Synapse: What is your current area of 
clinical or research interest and what 
steered you toward it?
Joslyn: I was lucky to work with faculty 
surgeon John Gosche, chair of pediatric 
surgery at University Medical Center. Dr. 
Gosche is currently investigating the etio-
pathogenesis of biliary atresia using sea 
lamprey as a model. I took a bioinformat-

ics approach to identify highly conserved 
portions of type IV collagen genes in the 
sea lamprey so in the future we will be 
able to develop a polymerase chain reac-
tion for the gene or to predict the amino 
acid sequence to identify an antibody.

Synapse: You’ve been quite involved with 
the Student Outreach Clinic. 
Joslyn: The Student Outreach Clinic 
has been the most incredible part of my 
medical school experience. I am currently 
the executive director, so I have the op-
portunity to learn how a clinic functions 
and how to establish networks within 
the medical community. I’ve been lucky 
enough to follow patients throughout 
their various treatment plans. Patients are 
beyond grateful to have access to health 
care and that can be a driving force to try 
to do more for them. In addition to the 
patient care, the clinic managers and oth-

ers, board members put forth so much of 
their time and effort that it is a unique 
experience in itself to watch the clinic 
transform and grow. 

There are quite a few changes going on 
at the clinic right now. Recently, we have 
established a partnership with the North-
ern Nevada Medical Center radiology 
department. Ordering imaging services 
for our patients has become much more 
efficient and they have been wonderful 
to work with. We also launched an elec-
tronic medical records system. This tran-
sition has been an ongoing process over 
the past semester, so we are excited to see 
the impact it will have on the clinic. Not 
only will patient information be more 
easily accessed for the clinic, but patients 
will be able to interact with their patient 
care online in the near future. The clinic is 
constantly working towards transforming 
and growing, so I’m really excited.

‘Nevada was the perfect fit for me’

Nicki Joslyn is executive director of the Student Outreach Clinic in Reno.
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Following a desire for a profession-
al transformation, Eric Farbman, 
M.D., moved to southern Nevada 
in 2007 and joined the University 
of Nevada School of Medicine the 
next year. 

“I moved to a private practice in Hen-
derson and was then asked to help revamp 
the neurology program at the School of 
Medicine,” he said.

As a movement disorders internist, 
Farbman, who completed medical school 
at the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey followed by a neurol-
ogy residency and a movement disorders 
fellowship at the University of Pittsburgh, 
knows firsthand the complexities of 
working with difficult medical conditions 
such as Parkinson’s disease, Tourette’s 
syndrome and Huntington’s disease.

“Movement disorders in general are 
my biggest venture—they’re my main 

interest within neurology. They are es-
sentially any involuntary movements, like 
tremors—any movement other than sei-
zures,” he said.

Farbman’s interest in neurology start-
ed in medical school.

“I was always a science person. I knew 
I was on the medical half of the world as 
opposed to surgery. I just seemed to like 
neurology cases and neuropathology and 
I found it interesting,” he said.

Farbman, who has practiced neurol-
ogy since 2006, says it is a specialty where 
diseases are not easily distinguishable.

“Movement disorders are a very critical 
thing. People can have different types of 
shaking, and it is essential to know how 
to differentiate between the many types 
of diseases and how to treat them. Move-
ment disorders are much more of a clini-
cal specialty, based on the patient’s physi-
cal exams,” he said.

Farbman is passionately involved in 
clinical research, and is looking for new 
ways to practice medicine efficiently.

“We currently have three active Par-
kinson’s disease trials, and these focus 
on new medications or new formulations 
of old medicines. I am also a member 
of the Parkinson’s study group and the 
Huntington’s study group—those are 
quasi-academic organizations that form 
a consortium to conduct trials in a more 
academic way.”

Having a faculty member as a part of 
these study groups allows the University 
of Nevada School of Medicine to be a site 
for patient trials that are ongoing under 
Farbman’s direction.

In addition to seeing patients, Farb-
man works closely with medical students 
interested in neurology.

“I am very proud of them. I work so 
closely with students, and I am particu-
larly happy about that,” he said, adding 
that he develops unique relationships 
with each of them.

“Mostly, the students shadow me and 
see patients with me. Sometimes in be-
tween patients or over the lunch hour, I 
will give more of a formal lecture. The 
most exciting thing is seeing students 
getting excited about neurology.” 

When asked about the future of neu-
rology at the University of Nevada School 
of Medicine, Farbman was positive.

“One of my dreams would be to have a 
comprehensive movement disorders cen-
ter,” he said.

“Now that we have some of the re-
search in place here at the medical school, 
we can try to work toward that goal.” n 

-matt lush

A passion for neurology

Eric Farbman, M.D., specializes in movement disorders, including Parkinson’s disease, Huntington’s 
disease and tremors.
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This School of Medicine resident 
couldn’t be happier with life. Even 
considering the strenuous hours 
and demands of her general surgery 
residency, Chantal Reyna, M.D.’08, 
embraces all that life is throw-
ing at her with enthusiasm and a 
bright disposition that has earned 
her the nickname “Sunshine.”

“I am a happy person who loves life and 
enjoys what I’m doing. I’m happy with 
the way things are going for me,” said the 
fourth-year resident, who while doing re-
search presentations and seeing patients 
in the clinical setting for her residency 
program is also planning a spring 2012 
wedding to her high school sweetheart.

Originally drawn to orthopedics, Rey-
na observed her first surgery on her 21st 
birthday and that experience, combined 
with a summer program after one year of 
medical school and a third-year surgical 
clerkship, moved her to pursue surgery. 

“We covered many topics in the first 
two years of the residency. I’ve had lots of 
exposure so that I’m feeling comfortable 
caring for critically ill patients,” she said. 

It has been the trauma experiences 
that have left a big impression on her. 

“Suturing a heart after opening a pa-
tient’s chest or doing a gall bladder from 
start to finish is humbling because I’ve 
been trusted to save a life. It has also 
taught me that this is what I am capable 
of doing and I walk away from each expe-
rience learning something,” she explained.

When not in the hospital, Reyna 
hones her surgical skills at the Clinical 
Simulation Center on the Shadow Lane 
campus in Las Vegas. She praises the fa-
cility as being “phenomenal.” 

“It is conducive to learning and is open 
anytime for us to practice. The techni-
cians are very helpful,” she said.

Reyna also finds time for clinical re-
search activities. Last year she made two 
poster presentations: one on bilateral 
breast cancer at the American Society of 
Breast Surgery and the other on inflam-
matory breast cancer at the Southwestern 
Surgical Congress. 

More recently, she presented her re-
search entitled, “Axillary dissection vs. no 
axillary dissection in women with inva-
sive breast cancer and sentinel node me-
tastasis: a randomized clinical trial” at the 
inaugural Philip H. Goodman Award for 
Resident Excellence in Critical Appraisal.

She would like to continue her re-
search activities by being part of a study 
that collects data moving forward for a 
more proactive approach.

Reyna’s clinical research has narrowed 

down her surgical focus and she is con-
sidering a future fellowship in breast on-
cology. She said several faculty members, 
including Daniel Kirgan, M.D., have 
supported her along the way and have en-
couraged her to pursue this dream.

“She’ll make a fine breast surgeon. She 
is extremely bright and an exemplary 
resident. Other should model themselves 
after her. She keeps up with her reading 
material, is technically skilled and has 
compassion and caring for her patients,” 
Kirgan said.

This California native who grew up 
in Boulder City, Nevada and attended 
the University of Nevada, Reno on a 
soccer scholarship, is happy she stayed 
in Nevada to attend medical school and 
complete her residency. She said she is 
grateful to have received every opportu-
nity available to her and sees her future as 
bright. n -anne mcmillin, apr

Surgery resident embraces life

Chantal Reyna, M.D.’08, practices her surgical skills at the Clinical Simulation Center of Las Vegas.
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The 16th Annual University of Ne-
vada School of Medicine White 
Coat Ceremony last August marked 
the beginning of a rewarding jour-
ney for the incoming Class of 2015.

It also served to remind students that 
they are carrying on the distinguished 
practice of doctoring.

Mike Ulrich, a first-year medical stu-
dent and one of 62 members in the class, 
is thankful to be part of this cohort.

“My first impression was just—I was 
overwhelmed, and sort of in awe of every-
thing,” he said.

Ulrich toured 13 medical schools, and 
the University of Nevada School of Med-
icine was his final choice.

“It does not get any better than this. 
The anatomy lab is just state-of-the-art—
they really spoil us here,” he said.

The Class of 2015 is the first class to 
begin their medical education in the new 

William N. Pennington Health Sciences 
Building, a 59,000–square foot facility 
that opened last fall. The new facility of-
fers classes a high-tech learning environ-
ment where instructors can teach in in-
novative ways.

“We should remember how fortunate 
we are to be able to learn in such fantastic 
facilities,” Ulrich said.

Alex Gill, another first-year student 
in the class, agrees: “The new Pennington 
Building is amazing!”

Busy schedules are the routine of any 
medical student, and Ulrich balances 
classes, studying and spending time with 
his wife from 7 a.m. to midnight each day 
of the week.

“They’re long days, but they’re man-
ageable,” he said.

Of the many tools available to medical 
students to help them navigate through 
four years of undergraduate medical edu-

cation, Ulrich deeply admires the encour-
agement he and his classmates receive 
from School of Medicine faculty.

“The individual support of my profes-
sors is phenomenal. Students are an in-
vestment to the professors here,” he said.

Gill concurs: “Our professors have a 
genuine, vested interest in our success. 
We’re in this thing together.”

Since 1969, the medical school has 
delivered an education preparing students 
for the medical profession. In addition to 
formal classroom and lab sessions, the 
more human side of medicine is taught 
and practiced throughout, but especially 
at the Student Outreach Clinic.

“Giving my time to a greater cause 
helps center me. The Student Outreach 
Clinic provides free medical care to those 
who cannot otherwise afford it. I’m proud 
to be part of such a caring, sensitive group 
of people,” Gill said.

Ulrich agrees: “I love the Student 
Outreach Clinic. It does a great service to 
the community.”

Diversity across backgrounds is com-
mon among students at the medical 
school, and the Class of 2015 does not 
sway from that rule: Ulrich worked in 
construction before making the transition 
to medical school, and other members 
of the class previously held or continue 
to hold occupations as a cellist, a pilot, a 
wildlife firefighter and a cartographer.

Their ages range from 18 to 36 years, 
with the average age being 24. Males 
slightly outnumber females in the classs. 
About 35 percent of the students studied 
biology as undergraduates, and a little 
more than 14 percent studied biochemis-
try. n -matt lush

Class of 2015 makes its debut
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Members of the Class of 2015 affirm their commitment to the medical professional at the 2011 White 
Coat Ceremony.
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One of my distinct honors as an officer of the 
alumni association has been our group’s respon-
sibility of selecting a recipient for the annual 
Outstanding Alumnus award. After reviewing 
this year’s nominees, we are pleased to bestow 
this recognition upon Frieda Hulka, M.D.’92. 

Dr. Hulka is a general surgeon at Western Surgical 
Group in Reno. She has served as an adjunct clinical fac-
ulty member at the school since 2000 and taken medi-

cal students under her wing through intensive summer surgical preceptorships and 
fourth-year internships. She has volunteered as a speaker for medical student special 
interest groups and, most recently, has been an active anatomy lecturer. 

Her dedication to the medical school is worthy of recognition, but it is her enthu-
siasm for medicine that has touched students and residents. 

Please join us in recognizing her dedication and service at the annual alumni re-
union on Friday, April 27 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. We will also celebrate the 25-year 
reunion for the Class of 1987. This year’s event will also feature a tour of the new 
William N. Pennington Health Sciences Building, which is the instructional home of 
the first- and second-year medical school classes. Come back to campus and see what 
attending medical school is like in 2012. I think you will find that it is very different 
than the campus we knew!

The association is looking for a number of alumni to fill open positions on our 
board. The time commitment is minimal, but very rewarding. If you are interested in 
finding out more about serving as an officer or to express your interest in one of the 
open positions, please email the University of Nevada School of Medicine’s alumni 
office at alumni@medicine.nevada.edu.  

As my term wraps up this July, I’d like to say what a pleasure it has been to serve 
you as president and to extend my sincere thanks to all of the association’s supportive 
members and my fellow officers. Over the past several years we have increased our 
membership and reconnected alumni with the school. We have fiscally supported the 
publication of Synapse, connected alumni with volunteer opportunities at the school 
and held annual events bringing back alumni to where they started their medical edu-
cation journey. At our last alumni board meeting we approved support to underwrite 
future Continuing Medical Education classes, which will be free for dues-paying 
members of our alumni chapter. We will also start a new tradition of purchasing a 
white coat for each new incoming medical student. We welcome you to join us in wel-
coming the 68 members of the Class of 2016 at the White Coat Ceremony on Aug. 10.  

Lisa M. Lyons, M.D. ‘97
President, University of Nevada School of Medicine Alumni Association

Message from the President of the
Alumni Association

university of Nevada school of 
Medicine Board Officers

Lisa M. Lyons, M.D. ‘97
President

Tracey L. Delaplain, M.D. ‘87
President-Elect

Helen Gray, M.D. ‘08
Vice President of Communications

Sharon Frank, M.D. ‘81
Vice President for Membership

Joan Brookhyser, M.D. ‘75
Treasurer and Secretary

Joseph Hollen, M.D. ‘76
Member-at-Large

Jan Thomson, M.D. ‘82
Member-at-Large

Susan Park, M.D. ‘05
Member-at-Large

upcoming events

Annual Alumni Day
Friday, April 27
Recognizing Outstanding Alumnus 
of the Year and the 25-year class 
reunion. Includes lunch with Dean 
Thomas Schwenk and students, 
from noon to 1 p.m; medical school 
campus tour from 1 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m; and cocktail reception from 
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Hooding Ceremony
Friday, May 18, 1 p.m.
Lawlor Events Center

White Coat Ceremony
Friday, Aug. 10, 5 p.m.
Joe Crowley Student Union
Ballroom

aLumni notes
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Benjamin Rodriguez, M.D.’82, doesn’t 
remember a singular “a-ha” moment 
when he realized his work as a plas-
tic surgeon was changing lives.

Was it the man in Bolivia whose face 
was fused from burns who asked if he 
could simply drink water again? Or was it 
recognizing that the boy whose club foot 
he just corrected would allow the young 
man to be employable and enjoy a bet-
ter measure of self-esteem? Or the child 
who didn’t want to scare people with his 
burned face as he walked down the street?

Through his outreach work with Oper-
ation Smile and other organizations reach-
ing across international boundaries to per-
form reconstructive surgery for patients in 
developing countries, Rodriguez learned 
that investing in his own “psychological 
income” was worth the sacrifices needed to 
spend time away from a successful plastic 
surgery practice and his own family to help 

others in need across the globe.
His colleagues during residency train-

ing in Texas introduced him to medical 
outreach opportunities and Rodriguez 
never looked back. Each year he donates 
his time traveling to developing and war-
torn countries to operate on those who 
otherwise have no opportunities to have 
their physical deformities corrected. 

Over the last five years, he has taught, 
assisted colleagues and performed surgery 
in China, Bolivia, India, Bolivia, Egypt, 
Jordan, Vietnam, Kenya, Cambodia, Ec-
uador, Russia and most recently, Peru.

His travel to developing countries put-
ting his surgical skills to use escalated fol-
lowing a horrific accident in China which 
nearly killed him. Lying in a Chinese 
hospital bed back in 2007, Rodriguez had 
time to contemplate life.

“We all leave this Earth at some point 
so I wanted to be prepared. No more de-

laying goals,” he said, explaining why he 
now completes several medical trips a year, 
spending up to three months away from 
his home and family in Las Vegas.

Rodriguez’s service extends not only to 
regions outside the U.S., but within Ne-
vada as well. 

In 2005, then-Gov. Kenny Guinn ap-
pointed Rodriguez to serve as one of the 
six physician members of the Nevada State 
Board of Medical Examiners. Today, Ro-
driguez is president of that organization. 
Clark County Medical Society named him 
the Harold Feikes Memorial Physician of 
the Year for 2008 and Nevada Business 
magazine honored him as a Healthcare 
Hero for Southern Nevada in 2009. He 
earned a Jefferson Award in 2010 from the 
American Institutes of Public Service.

While his charitable work takes him 
overseas, Rodriguez made a deliberate de-
cision to return to Nevada following his 
residency and fellowship training in the 
1980s and early 1990s. Coming from a 
large family himself, Rodriguez wanted his 
children to grow up knowing their many 
cousins, something he didn’t get to do. So 
after being gone for 20 years, he came back 
to his native state to raise his children un-
der the umbrella of their extended family.

When asked why he chose medicine, 
this plastic surgeon, who helped pay his 
own medical school expenses by working 
as an auto mechanic on the professional 
drag racing circuit, said he had always 
been fascinated by the human body and 
how to fix it.

“I went into the field of plastic surgery 
because it was the last head-to-toe, inside 
and out, doctoring to be done,” he ex-
plained. n -anne mcmillin, apr

Changing lives across the globe

Benjamin Rodriguez, M.D.’82, with one of his young patients in Cambodia.
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Frederick C. Redfern, M.D.’83, was named chair of the board of 
councilors of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons. The 
board represents orthopaedic surgeons in all 50 states, the District 
of Columbia, the U.S. military, Puerto Rico, Canada, and four regional 
orthopaedic societies.

As chair, Redfern hopes to work with all board of councilor 
committees, as well as state societies, to “make them strong in 
advocating for various legislative and regulatory issues that help 
orthopaedic surgeons optimally care for their patients.”

1970s
Larry Noble, M.D.’73, was recognized by 
the Washoe County Medical Society with 
the 2012 C.H. Woods Award.

Joan Brookhyser, M.D.’75, was recently 
appointed as the chief medical officer at 
the University Medical Center of Southern 
Nevada in Las Vegas.  

Louis Bonaldi, M.D.’77, was recognized 
at the 2011 University of Nevada Home-
coming Gala with a Nevada Alumni Asso-
ciation Service award. 

1980s
Kent Elliott, M.D.’82, retired from the U.S. 
Navy in July 2007 and is currently practic-
ing family medicine with Renown in Reno.

Cheryl Hug-English, M.D.’82, was rec-
ognized at the 2011 University of Nevada 
Homecoming Gala with a professional 
achievement award. 

Stephen Mandaro, M.D.’82, is now serv-
ing as the volunteer part-time medical 
director for the Capital Region chapter of 
the American Red Cross.

Colleen Lyons, M.D.’85, received Na-
tional Committee for Quality Assurance 
recognition status for Physician Practice 
Connections-Patient Centered Medical 
Home for her office in Carson City, Aspen 
Family Medical. Her practice was the sec-
ond in the state of Nevada to be nation-
ally recognized for providing a patient-
centered medical home.  

Tracey Lane Delaplain, M.D.’87, pub-
lished two essays in 2010-11, address-
ing compassionate health care. The first, 
“For My Son”, was published in Blood and 
Thunder, Musing on the Art of Medicine. The 
second essay, “Failing” was published in 
the Journal of General Internal Medicine.

1990s
Mark Mifflin, M.D.’90, is with the Univer-
sity of Utah School of Medicine where he 
serves as a professor of ophthalmology, 
residency director and fellowship precep-
tor for one of the top cornea and refrac-
tive surgery fellowships in the world. 

Tracey Green, M.D.’91, was named 
medical director for the Nevada Division 
of Mental Health and Developmental Ser-
vices in addition to her role as the state 
health officer.

Cynthia L. Ferrell, M.D.’92, is the direc-
tor of the pediatric residency program at 
Oregon Health & Science University.

Jonathan Lucas, M.D.’94, has been pro-
moted to Chief Deputy Medical Examiner 
for San Diego County.

Mark Stovak, M.D.’95, has been the pro-
gram director for the University of Kansas 
School of Medicine-Wichita sports medi-
cine fellowship program and was recently 
promoted to be the program director for 
the family medicine residency program.

Lisa M. Lyons, M.D.’97, was recognized 
at the 2011 University of Nevada Home-

coming Gala with a Nevada Alumni Asso-
ciation Service award. 

Dalia Wachs, M.D.’97, hosts a syndicated 
medical radio show locally in Las Vegas 
and nationally on Sirius XM radio. 

Bryan Young, M.D.’97, is now practicing 
with the Premier Care Program at Renown 
Medical Group in Reno, offering a health 
care model that will offer patients greater 
access to their primary care physician be-
yond traditional scheduled office visits.  

Ann Jurani-Suarez, M.D.’99, has re-
turned to Las Vegas and is currently at the 
Canyon Gate Medical Group and practic-
ing at the Sunrise clinic.

2000s
Kirk Bronander, M.D., Internal Medicine 
Residency ’01, was named Healthcare He-
roes Educator in 2011 by the Nevada Busi-
ness magazine.

2010s
Shahab Mokhtare, M.D., Family Medi-
cine Resident ’10, has joined Cenegenics 
Medical Institute of Las Vegas, a leader in 
age management medicine.
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Share your news with the medical 
school community. Submit news 
with a high-resolution photograph 
to Christina Sarman, director of 
development, at christinas@unr.edu.
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aluMNI

Stanton H. Allen ‘80
Richard H. Ardill ‘82
Martin J. Arraiz ‘96
Teresa R. Bachman ‘90
Theresa A. Baker ‘82
Carolyn J. Banis ‘78
Brian L. Barnes ‘00
Randy L. Barnes ‘03
Sandra R. Beecher ‘74
Jason M. Bellak ‘00
Van R. Bohman ‘86
Ann M. Bow ‘86
Curtis W. Brown ‘87
Stephen T. Brown ‘92
Dina S. Burke ‘92
Angela Caffaratti ‘00
Nancy J. Cardenas ‘79
Amy E. Carter ‘04
David J. Christensen ‘73
Kathleen M. Coffer ‘89
Benjamin J. Cousins ‘10
Mark C. Dales ‘82
Elisa M. De Angelis ‘92
Gregory A. Dean ‘84
Kerry A. Dean ‘84
Rebecca E. Dendauw ‘99
Scott L. Denton ‘82
Kevin M. Dinwiddie ‘80
Katie A. Dolan ‘95
David F. Drake ‘97
Georgianna M. Duxbury ‘85
Desiree R. Eakin ‘09
Kathryn L. Eckert ‘89
Edward W. Eissmann ‘85
Allen A. Eng ‘75
Stephen N. Ewer ‘89
Matthew C. Exline ‘00
Cynthia A. Ferreira ‘01
Jon R. Fishburn ‘91
William J. Forman ‘80
Todd B. Fountain ‘81
Ian L. Goldman ‘82
Leslie A. Greenberg ‘95
Gary J. Grossman ‘88
Wesley W. Hall ‘93
Joseph P. Hardy ‘74
Stephen N. Harris ‘85
Patrick M. Hatfield ‘93
Debra J. Hendrickson ‘04
John H. Hess ‘95
Joseph R. Hollen ‘76
Robert J. Hopkin ‘90
Mark G. Hueftle ‘82
Dodd D. Hyer ‘83
Kevin C. Hyer ‘86
Frank R. James ‘75
Jennifer J. Janiga ‘01
Timothy A. Janiga ‘01
Ann C. Jobe ‘86
Craig E. Johnson ‘90
Kathleen Juarez ‘88
George B. Kaiser ‘75
Christian A. Kauffman ‘10
Teresa V. Keller Durbin ‘76
Aliya I. Khan ‘82
Sharon L. Kincaid ‘77
Mollie A. Kircher ‘89
Larry D. Klaich ‘83
Janie E. Konakis ‘88
Stephen D. Landaker ‘76
Kami A. Larsen ‘00
Suzanne E. Larson ‘08
Francesca M. Lee ‘04
Won Y. Lee ‘01
David R. Lehnherr  ‘83
Frederick Lippmann ‘91
Mark W. Livingston ‘98
Patricia Lods ‘75
James R. Lowe ‘99
Lisa M. Lyons ‘97
Stephen L. Mandaro ‘82
Wayne L. Manson ‘73
Maureen K. Marshall ‘89
Steve K. Mashour ‘98
Maureen E. Mays ‘98

Diane C. Miller ‘85
Kenneth E. Misch ‘88
Marilynn W. Moore ‘76
Carol S. Moss ‘85
Dominick Munassi ‘09
Christopher P. Murray ‘04
James D. Nelson ‘81
Pamela E. Netuschil ‘93
Gray H. Neuweiler ‘81
Richard D. Newbold ‘80
Kristen A. Nork ‘98
Timothy J. O’Mara ‘00
Lausanne P. Orendain ‘06
Patrick J. Osgood ‘92
Francis X. Palermo ‘77
Michael R. Panicari ‘75
Paul J. Park ‘06
Barbara A. Patterson ‘80
Lee M. Reese ‘99
Galen M. Reimer ‘77
Meredith E. Reynolds ‘99
Mark A. Rhodes ‘73
Patrice K. Richardson ‘81
Miguel A. Rivera ‘98
Benjamin J. Rodriguez ‘82
William F. Roes ‘76
Yvonne Romero ‘90
Brian T. Rose ‘99
Patricia A. Rosenauer ‘83
Marcus A. Rosencrantz ‘02
Shawn A. Rowles ‘07
John E. Ryan ‘76
Alan D. Savoy ‘99
Sandra L. Scheler-Mangiapia ‘84
Rebecca L. Scherr ‘04
Scott A. Scherr ‘03
Naresh P. Singh ‘85
Carissa M. Sparrow ‘10
Michael L. Stanko ‘88
Griffith C. Steiner ‘91
Michael D. Stouder ‘76
Mark L. Stovak ‘95
Paul M. Stumpf ‘88
Richard R. Sullivan ‘85
Jennifer J. Sutton ‘89
Michele M. Tamse ‘09
Kristine M. Thomas ‘88
Robin L. Titus ‘81
Brian A. Trimble ‘84
Martha A. Turchyn-Mazuryk ‘82
Mary S. Turner ‘73
Audrey S. Tyler ‘81
Rebecca J. Tyre ‘90
Michael C. Van Tuyl ‘88
Barbara E. Walsh Kampstra ‘80
Darrell L. Wilson ‘99
David G. Young ‘75
David A. Zucker ‘74

FaCulty, eMerItI
FaCulty aNd staFF

Gerald J. Ackerman
Caroline J. Barangan
Annabel E. Barber
Miriam Bar-On
Jamie A. Benedict
Melissa P. Bloch
Michael J. Bloch
Jason P. Crawford
Ruth Denton
Elizabeth E. Fildes
John J. Fildes
John R. Gosche
David A. Gremse
Nageshwara Gullapalli
Gregory J. Highison
Charles G. Krasner
Deborah A. Kuhls
Marcia M. Lu
Francine P. Mannix
Colleen A. Morris
Robert K. Myles
Elizabeth V. Naylor
Beverly A. Neyland
Elissa J. Palmer
Owen C. Peck

Eberhardt K. Sauerland
Thomas L. Schwenk
Barbara J. Scott
Gary K. Shen
Carl F. Sievert
Stewart C. Snavely
Ole J. Thienhaus
John A. Varras
Robert C. Wang
Jeffrey A. Wrightson
Joan S. Zenan

FOuNdatIONs
American Medical Association 
Foundation
Fritz B. Burns Foundation
Community Foundation of 
Western Nevada
John and Rosemarie Dooley 
Family Foundation, Inc.
The William H. and Mattie 
Wattis Harris Foundation
The Thelma B. and Thomas P. 
Hart Foundation
Robert Z. Hawkins Foundation
Roxie and Azad Joseph 
Foundation Trust
Marybeth M. Lamb Foundation, 
Inc.
MGM Resorts Foundation
Nevada Community 
Foundation, Inc.
Nevada Scottish Rite 
Foundation
William N. Pennington 
Foundation
Nell J. Redfield Foundation
Reno Rodeo Foundation
Donald W. Reynolds Foundation
Whittemore Family Foundation

COrpOratIONs aNd 
OrgaNIzatIONs

Achieve Fitness
Adventure Scuba
Alliance with the Washoe 
County Medical Society
American Congress of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists
Arrow Creek Country Club
Atlantic Surgery, PLLC
Barnes & Noble
Bonanza High School
Boulder City High School
Buenos Grill
Business Link, LLC
Canyon Springs High School
Charitable Gift Fund
Children’s Heart Center of 
Nevada
Children’s Heart Center
Children’s Lung Specialists, Ltd.
Clark County Medical Society
Davidsons
Del Sol High School
Desert Oasis High School
Desert West Surgery
Durango High School
Echo Geophysical Corporation
Eldorado Hotel and Casino
Flicker
Freestyle Martial Arts Academy
Galena Car Wash
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge 1441
Green Valley OB/GYN, LLP
Hiroba Sushi
Immaculate Cleaning Service
In-N-Out Burger
Janiga MDS Plastic Surgery and 
Dermatology PLLC
Jungle Vino
Las Vegas Pediatrics Society/
Pediatrics Emergency
Lundbeck, Inc.
Frank McCleary Medical 
Scholarship Fund

McCormack Plastic Surgery
Melting Pot
Microsoft Matching Gifts 
Program
Midnight Printing
Neurology Specialists
Nevada Center for 
Dermatology, Ltd.
Nevada Chapter of the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics
Nevada Youth Alliance
Niko’s Greek Kitchen
OB/GYN Associates
Outback Steakhouse, Sparks
Pathways Cafe
Pediatric Gastroenterology and 
Nutrition Association
Francisco Peraza, M.D.
Pitts Orthodontics
Posh Salon and Spa
Rancho High School LOC 351
Reno Aces
Reno Emblem Club 372, Inc.
Rob Brewer Construction
Ruby River Steakhouse
Scheels
Scolari’s Food and Drug Co.
Sierra Air, Inc.
Sierra Infectious Diseases
Sierra Neurosurgery Group
Sierra Vista High School
Signature Institute of Aesthetic 
Sculpting
Silver Peak Restaurant and 
Brewery
Skagen Designs
The Smile Train
Soak
Spinenevada, Ltd.
Starbucks Coffee
Sunrise Mountain High School
Target Corporate Headquarters
Target
The Olive Garden
Trader Joe’s Market
University of Nevada ASUN
Vista Grille
Washoe County Medical Society
Western High School LOC 451
Whispering Vine
Whittemore Peterson Institute
Whole Foods
Williams Syndrome Association

FrIeNds

Iris D. Abbott
Daniel J. Adams
Mary Jane Ajlouny-Johnson
Julia I. Arger
Kosta M. Arger
J. C. Ariotti
Alicia M. Arraiz
Leslie Avery
Francis T. Banfro
Richard P. Banis
Joshua A. Bardin
Martha S. Bigford-Young
Valorie M. Bohman
Janice K. Brady
Richard P. Brady
Thomas W. Brady
Isidore P. Brick
Teresa Brown
Susan S. Buchwald
Eleanor F. Buck*
Ellie Buck
William E. Buck
Michael J. Burke
Raymond Cardenas
Nancy J. Cook
Denis Cote
Kristina A. Cote
C.P. Crowe
J. D. Curry
Kim A. Dales

David J. Dapra
Joycette R. Dapra
Lisa Dinwiddie
John E. Dooley
Rosemarie A. Dooley
Asgar  Ali Dudhbhai
Keith Durbin
Jeffrey T. Eckert
William J. Edmonds
Kathleen M. Eissmann
Ralph H. Emerson
Romel A. Empedrad
Mary K. Eng
Evelyn English*
Ray S. Espinoza
Earl J. Fahringer
Leslie A. Fishburn
Jay D. Fisher
Janet P. Ford
Ron Ford
Susan M. Fountain
Allen D. Freitas
Carol J. Freitas
Barbara J. Friedlander
Larry M. Friedlander
Georgia Fulstone
Richard N. Fulstone
Michael N. Galli*
Robert M. Galli
Dorothy George
Joseph M. George
Jody Ghanem
Jaculyn R. Goldman
Carolyn F. Grant
Deborah Green
Diane B. Gremse
Tahimi Grossman
Nancy Harris
Benjamin Hart
Rita G. Hart
Deanna L. Hatfield
Donna J. Healy
Marianne R. Hennessey
April L. Hopkin
Procter J. Hug
Susan J. Hug
Catherine U. Hyer
Zan P. Hyer
Craig Iwamoto
Larry Jobe
Helen J. Jones
Rosemary A. Kavner
Steven A. Kavner
Carey L. Kincaid
Stephen M. Kircher
Debbie A. Klaich
Timothy M. Koci
Lisa M. Krasner
Lorraine Landaker
Robert G. Leckie
Gaynell Lippmann
Kirsten Livingston
Steve LoMastro
Peter Lowden
Ronald W. Lynn
Raman Mahabir
Jeffrey Maloney
Jennifer E. Markoff
Jean H. Marshall
Joseph B. Mazuryk
Catherine McCarthy
Sheryl A. McKemy
William E. McKemy
Chris P. Miller
D. Jean Myles
Susan J. Neuweiler
Susan J. Olenwine

Judy P. Osgood
Nathan I. Ozobia
Jodi L. Palmblade
Richard E. Palmer
Cynthia A. Pappas Lynn
Michelle M. Pastorello
Alfred L. Patterson
Marie E. Peck
Arjun Pennathur
Kelli L. Petersen
Kevin D. Phelps
Thomas Rembetski
Cheri Resh
Constance M. Rhodes
Robin Rickel
Martin S. Rochford
Teri D. Rodriguez
Ruth Roes
Gary J. Rosenbloom
Patricia Rosenbloom
Debbie L. Rossi
Nicholas D. Rossi
Beverley Rowley
Prem K. Samuel
Jane Schwenk
Barbara J. Scully
Peter A. Scully
May S. Shelton
Jay Short
Gerald C. Smith
Anton P. Sohn
Arlene A. Sohn
Paula K. Stanko
Margot Stapleton
Nicole M. Stella
Kristi A. Stouder
Richard Sugden
Susan Sugden
Garrett Z. Sutton
Sally L. Tappan
Teresa J. Thienhaus
Eileen W. Tibbitts
Aldean Tinsley
Jeffrey P. Tissier
Susan Tissier
Jean Tobman
Mary B. Trimble
Ronald L. Turner
Elmer R. Vacchina
Esther Vacchina
Theresa Vergara
Bernice Wagner
Robert A. Wagner
Alfred A. Watson
Lois M. Watson
Cecil Webb
Dayne H. Webb
Matthew C. Webb
Kimberly A. Wenger
Tiffany E. West-O’Mara
Christina R. White
David M. White
Annette F. Whittemore
Harvey Whittemore
Gary Wick

*Deceased

For information on giving to the 
School of Medicine, contact the 
development office at 775-682-7341.
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Hogan accepts visiting professorship

Mary Beth Hogan, M.D. was invited to perform a pediatric al-
lergy/immunology visiting professorship in China last fall. She 
presented her latest research involving the early onset of pollen 
allergy in children with allergic rhinitis and asthma to Chinese 
medical students at Yuying Children’s Hospital, Wenzhou Medi-
cal College and the Children’s Hospital of Zhejiang University 
School of Medicine.

spogen appointed to aaFp board

Daniel R. Spogen, M.D., family medicine chair in Reno, has 
been elected to a three-year term on the board of directors 
of the American Academy of Family Physicians, a professional 
organization representing 100,300 physicians and medical 
students nationwide. As a board member, he will advocate on 
behalf of family physicians and patients nationwide to inspire 
positive change in the U.S. health care system. 

New grant will establish another COBre
Under a $10 million grant from the National Institutes of Health, 

the School of Medicine and the University of Nevada, Reno will 
establish a new Center of Biomedical Research Excellence that 
focuses on the cell biology of signaling across membranes. The 
center will train and support young biomedical researchers to 
conduct research to better understand how cells and cellular 
compartments communicate with each other and how defects 
in such communication may trigger disease. 

Neuroscientist Christopher von Bartheld, M.D., is the princi-
pal investigator and program director and will be assisted by 
Grant Mastick, Ph.D., developmental neurobiologist and asso-
ciate professor in biology. Researchers in several disciplines will 
contribute to this center including physiology and cell biology, 
biology and biochemistry. 

The Cell Biology Center is only the third COBRE grant that has 
been funded in Nevada. The other two COBREs are on “Ion 
channels in cardiovascular disease” and “Smooth muscle plas-
ticity” and all three of Nevada’s COBRE proposals have originat-
ed from the School of Medicine’s Department of Physiology and 
Cell Biology.

students earn honors at Bierkamper Convocation

Twenty-two graduate and medical students presented their 
research findings at the Annual George G. Bierkamper Student 
Research Convocation in January. Pictured above with David 
Lupan, Ph.D., senior associate dean for research, is graduate 
student winner Milad Motarjemi for his presentation entitled 

“Testing the Predictions of a Simplified Model of Thin Filament 
Regulation: Activating Motility Through Kinetic Inhibition.” 
Nichole Joslyn took the honors for medical students with her 
presentation “A Bioinformatics Approach to Determine the 
Presence of Collagen Type IV in Petromyzon marinus.” 

Fildes, Brown earn recognition for traffic safety work
The Strategic Highway Safety Plan partners recently honored 
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John Fildes, M.D., professor of surgery, with its 2011 Leader-
ship Award, for his willingness to lend time and expertise for 
outreach and education events and his ability to share knowl-
edge to health care professionals and the general public about 
the importance of traffic safety.

Bill Brown, also of the surgery department, was recognized by 
the Safe Community Partnership for his efforts to compile trau-
ma and traffic data for Nevada and using the data to educate 
and inform others.

diabetes education program now accredited
The University of Nevada School of Medicine’s diabetes educa-
tion program, located in the diabetes center in Las Vegas, was 
recently named an accredited diabetes education program by 
the American Association of Diabetes Educators.

kirgan earns lifetime achievement award

The Nevada AIDS Project presented faculty oncology surgeon 
Daniel Kirgan, M.D., above center, its lifetime achievement 
award at a gala event on AIDS Awareness Day last December. 
The award honored those who have made a difference in the 
lives of those affected by HIV/AIDS in the Las Vegas Valley. Nom-
inated by his peers, Kirgan received the honor for his work as 
chair of University Medical Center’s institutional review board, 
which overseas research projects and clinical trials at UMC.

New leadership structure sees establishment of Office of 
academic affairs
A major change in the leadership and structure of the School of 
Medicine’s academic programs took place on Jan. 1, 2012 with 
the formation of the Office of Academic Affairs. This office is 
responsible for the design, implementation, management and 
evaluation of all programs in medical student education, medi-
cal school admissions, student affairs, faculty development, fac-
ulty affairs and continuing medical education.

Melissa Piasecki, M.D., professor of psychiatry, agreed to take 
on the newly-created role of senior associate dean of academic 
affairs and lead the office.

Deborah Kuhls, M.D., professor of surgery, has assumed the 
role of associate dean for academic affairs in Las Vegas.

Tim Baker, M.D.’04, assistant professor of internal medicine, is 
the new associate dean for medical education.

Jennifer Hagen, M.D.’93, associate professor of internal medi-
cine, takes over the position of associate dean for faculty devel-
opment while continuing to serve as program director of the 
internal medicine residency program in Reno.

The work of Peggy Dupey, Ph.D., as the associate dean for 
admissions and student affairs; Beverly Neyland, M.D., as as-
sistant dean for admissions and Melissa O’Brien, director of 
continuing medical education, continue as part of this new 
structure leadership.

Gwen Shonkwiler, Ph.D., former interim dean of medical edu-
cation, joins the Office of Academic Affairs as assistant dean for 
evaluation and assessment.

kolonic wins inaugural goodman award

Kathryn Kolonic, M.D., family medicine resident, pictured with 
Steven Zell, M.D., won the inaugural Philip H. Goodman Award 
for Resident Excellence in Critical Appraisal, for her presentation 
on vitamin D treatment for the prevention of falls in older adults. 
For her efforts, she will receive support to attend the national 
medical conference of her choice.

EDitor’S NotE: With the Spring 2012 issue, we introduce News 
and Notes, two pages dedicated to the accomplishments of faculty, 
staff, students, residents and fellows at the School of Medicine. 
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One of the University of Nevada School of Medicine’s charter pil-
lars at the time of its establishment in 1969 was to educate and 
train physicians to serve Nevada and especially, the rural areas 
outside of Reno, Las Vegas and Carson City. 

To help meet the health care needs of rural Nevadans, the 
School of Medicine has called upon a generous cadre of phy-
sicians practicing in rural communities to take in medical stu-
dents and residents and expose them to the challenges of pa-
tients in the state’s less-populated communities.

Nevada has long had challenges in health care due, in part, to its 
vast geographic distances and other distinguishing character-
istics of its rural areas that have important impacts on popula-
tion health, the availability of hospital and other health care re-
sources and, in many cases, basic access to health care services. 
Rural preceptors help educate tomorrow’s physicians to these 
sensitivities.

n Of the 5,899 physicians practicing in Nevada, only 277 do so 
in rural communities 
n School of Medicine preceptors serve in 28 rural communities 
across Nevada, Montana and California 
n The School of Medicine has 89 rural preceptors, 19 of which 
are alumni 
n Dr. G. Norman Christensen of Ely, is the School of Medicine’s 
longest serving rural preceptor. He first accepted students in 
1971 and continues mentoring them to this day 
n 100 percent of medical students complete a rural rotation
n 100 percent of second-year family medicine residents in both 
Las Vegas and Reno complete a rural rotation during their resi-
dency training
n 100 percent of the School’s BS-MD students complete a rural 
rotation with a health care professional between their second- 
and third-year of undergraduate studies

Source: Office of Medical Education, Nevada State Office of Rural Health
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Internist Lonnie Empey, D.O., a School of Medicine preceptor in Mesquite, Nevada, mentors students including Shally Garg, Class of 2012.

rural Preceptors

Facts anD Figures
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