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The University of Nevada 
School of Medicine has 
a statewide mission and 
commitment, but its 
statewide presence is often 
underappreciated. This issue 
of Synapse clearly demonstrates 
the breadth and depth of our 
contributions to the entire state.

You can read about the 
strong partnership the school 
has with the trauma program 

at the University Medical Center in Las Vegas. UMC has the 
only Level One Trauma Center in Nevada, and is in the news 
literally daily for its management of so many complex trauma 
patients. Much of its success is attributed to our outstanding 
faculty physicians, fellows and residents who staff it.

In other stories you can read about our expertise in pediatric 
pulmonary medicine across the state, how our admissions office 
and committee recruits the most outstanding students from 
every community in Nevada, and the special contributions 
made by our excellent family medicine faculty members and 
residents in both Las Vegas and Reno.

Finally, you can see the widespread support enjoyed by the 
School of Medicine from its many generous contributors, both 
the long list of personal donations as well as the significant 

increase in scholarship support provided by the William N. 
Pennington Foundation. I would like to personally thank each 
and every one of you who has helped us better accomplish our 
mission of training the next generation of physicians, caring for 
patients and conducting research that improves the health and 
health care of all Nevadans.

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.
Dean, University of Nevada School of Medicine

Appreciating our statewide mission
Our admissions office and committee recruits the 
most outstanding students from every community 
in Nevada.
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About the coveR From left to right, University of Nevada School 
of Medicine trauma surgeons Dr. Jay Coates and Dr. John Fildes 
and Gregg Fusto, director of trauma and burn services, help lead 
the fifth busiest trauma center in the US. Photo by Dave Smith. 
Art direction by Edgar Antonio Núñez.
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Of the many aspects to the partnership between University Medical 
Center of Southern Nevada and the University of Nevada School of 
Medicine, one element shines as a testimony to cooperation for the 
mutual benefit of each, as well as the community at large.

Trauma center

Story by Anne McMillin, APR



From left to right, University of Nevada School of Medicine 
trauma surgeons Dr. Jay Coates and Dr. John Fildes and Gregg 
Fusto, director of trauma and burn services, help lead the fifth 
busiest trauma center in the US. Photo by Dave Smith. 



For nearly 25 years, the UMC trauma and burn center, 
staffed by School of Medicine faculty surgeons, has 
been the shining beacon in a relationship that benefits 
all of southern Nevada and extends its reach into Cali-

fornia, Utah and Arizona. 
“The trauma center demonstrates how far we can go when 

we work together,” said William A. Zamboni, M.D., chair of 
the School of Medicine’s surgery department.

“It is an example of having a hospital partner working closely 
with School of Medicine surgeons to achieve success within a 
common vision.”

Benefiting the community
John Fildes, M.D., medical director of the trauma and burn unit 
and vice chair of the school’s surgery department since 1996, 
said the partnership between UMC and the School of Medicine 
is well-known as one of the most successful in the country.

“Those outside the medical community in Las Vegas know 
of the UMC trauma and burn center and its successes. The old 
saying goes that we are the best-kept secret in Nevada,” he said.

That success may be attributed to several factors.

First, the successful collaboration between community 
surgeons, many of whom are adjunct faculty and School of 
Medicine surgical residency graduates, faculty surgeons and 
UMC employees working together to operate all aspects of the 
trauma and burn center as a well-oiled machine.

According to the UMC web site, the trauma and burn 
center’s dedicated staff includes seven trauma surgeons, one 
pediatric surgeon, four pediatric intensivists, 23 emergency 
physicians, 18 pediatric emergency physicians, 10 neurosur-
geons, one pediatric neurosurgeon, 23 orthopaedic surgeons, 
13 anesthesiologists, three surgical critical care fellows, a board 
certified nurse practitioner and highly trained, knowledgeable 
and dedicated intensive care unit, trauma resuscitation, surgical 
residents, medical residents and other health care professionals.

Second, the trauma and burn center is well-equipped with 
technology capable of treating most any kind of injury known 
to humans. From hyperbaric oxygen chambers to treat burn 
victims and diabetes patients to its limb replantation center, the 
trauma unit provides 24-hour care to receive, stabilize and treat 
patients whose lives are threatened by multi-system injuries, 
brain injuries, spinal cord injuries, orthopaedic injuries, burns 

Gregg Fusto, director of trauma and burn services at UMC, with the CT scanner, one of several pieces of equipment used to save lives in the trauma unit. PHOTO By EDGAR 
ANTONiO NúñEz
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and those at risk for multi-systems organ failure.
Third, the School of Medicine’s surgery department, 

through the trauma center, has reached out to the U.S. Air 
Force at Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas, to extend its 
expertise and train military surgeons and emergency medicine 
physicians in trauma.

“In 2008, the general surgery and emergency medicine 
residency programs expanded to accept active-duty residents. In 
addition, the trauma unit is now staffed with Air Force sur-
geons,” said Fildes.

“Through the Sustainment of Trauma and Resuscitation 
Skills program, we are providing hands-on experience to mili-
tary surgeons in a civilian setting.”  

The benefit of this arrangement is that military surgeons 
maintain current competency in advanced techniques in the 
fast-paced trauma center that they may then take to the battle-
field and perform under austere and dangerous conditions.

“This program with the military allows those surgeons to 
maintain wartime readiness because the skills they learn with us 
are the most advanced in the state,” said Gregg Fusto, director 
of trauma and burn services at UMC.  

Dr. Jay Coates, in the burn care shower room at the UMC Lions Burn Center, was the first University of Nevada School of Medicine trauma fellow at UMC back in 2000. 
PHOTO By EDGAR ANTONiO NúñEz.

“Military nurses, surgeons and respiratory therapists all are in 
rotation to get tuned up for battle.”

The medical school and UMC have been very successful in 
recruiting and retaining those surgical residents and fellows that 
come to southern Nevada to train. Several former trainees are 
now on faculty and see patients in the trauma center.

“More than 50 percent of the surgical residents that come 
through our unit stay in the local community to set down roots 
and care for our citizens,” Fusto said.

In addition to the immediate life-saving services provided 
within the trauma center, the unit actively participates in 
outreach and prevention programs. Those include “Encare and 
Learning to Care,” a slide presentation created by the Emergen-
cy Nurse Association to teach the risks associated with drunken/
drugged driving and non-seatbelt usage; “You Drink, You 
Drive, You Lose” and “Every 15 Minutes,” programs conduct-
ed in conjunction with local high schools, law enforcement and 
other community groups teaching the consequences of drink-
ing and driving; and “Taking It to the Streets,” an educational 
program designed for emergency medical service providers and 
focused on improving patient outcomes and survival.

Spring 2013 |  Synapse |  5



Symbiosis between institutions
The partnership between UMC and the School of Medicine 
benefits both institutions in addition to the community it serves.

“An academic medical center such as UMC needs the medi-
cal school and the medical school needs UMC to provide the 
hands-on experience in trauma. As a big, urban hospital serving 
a large population, we provide a place to treat the medically un-
derserved, those who often have the highest need for health care 
services,” said Brian Brannman, chief executive officer at UMC.

He went on to say that medical students and residents see a 
variety of disease processes at UMC, which provides them the 
facility they need to train and learn.

For their part, surgical faculty praise the administration at 
UMC for providing the equipment upgrades needed to operate 
and sustain a Level One trauma center.

“I credit UMC with providing the necessary resources to al-
low our faculty and the center to flourish. This is an example of 
how far we can go when we work together,” Zamboni said. 

Trauma surgeon Jay Coates, D.O., says the relationship 
between the hospital and the medical school is nearly seamless, 
which allows him and his colleagues the ability to teach within 
the patient care setting.

“They’ve been supportive of our establishing training fel-
lowships. In turn, medical school faculty serve in administra-
tive roles within the hospital,” said Coates, who was the first 
trauma fellow at UMC in 2000. Following additional training in 
Pennsylvania, he returned to Las Vegas in 2002 and set up the 
School of Medicine’s surgical critical care fellowship at UMC 
with Fildes. 

Grateful patients
Brannman said the hospital and its trauma unit does the “heavy 
lifting” of the community in terms of saving lives and providing 
a concentration of services in one location. Taking care of the 
bulk of trauma cases in the region is what makes the trauma 
and burn center and its staff so accomplished, he said.

According to Fusto, the trauma and burn center treated 
12,800 patients in 2012 of which 2,400 were admitted and of 
those, 96.4 percent were saved. 

Michael Casey, M.D., the school’s first accredited critical 
care fellow, remained on staff at UMC following training and is 
an assistant professor and trauma surgeon at the school. 

He has seen and treated some of the most severely injured 
patients coming through the trauma and burn center, but does 
so with compassion for both the patient and his or her family.

Some time ago, Casey treated a 19-year-old who went 
through the windshield of a car, was partially decapitated and 
spent four weeks in ICU. 

“The family was astonished at how well the UMC trauma 

At-A-GlAnce
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University Medical Center’s trauma and burn center is 
Nevada’s:
• Only Level One trauma center
• Only pediatric Level Two trauma center
• Only burn center

Offering the highest level of trauma care in the state of 
Nevada, UMC is a core component of Nevada’s emergen-
cy medical system. The level of care for injured patients 
is continuously pursued through clinical care services, 
active research and education, and prevention programs. 

The center is comprised of six departments: trauma 
resuscitation, trauma iCU, the burn care unit, trauma 
services and administration, hyperbaric services and burn 
care therapy.

it has an 11-bed trauma resuscitation unit, three 
dedicated trauma operating suites, a 14-bed intensive 
care unit, a CT scanner and an angiography suite, all with 
specially trained staff to care for the critically injured.

The trauma center services the two million residents of 
Clark County and the 32 million visitors per year. Service 
area consists of 1,500 square miles including Southern 
Nevada, parts of California, Utah and Arizona. From this 
service area, approximately 79 percent of primary admis-
sions arrive by ambulance and 19 percent arrive by air.

UMC leadership has partnered with Caesars Palace officials who have 
generously agreed to donate coins thrown into the fountains in front of 
the hotel to the trauma and burn unit. PHOTO By ANNE MCMiLLiN

UMc trAUMA SUrvivorS’ celebrAtion

Honoring those whose lives have been saved by the 
trauma and burn unit at UMC.

monday, may 13 at caesars Palace
Details 702-383-2092



system worked for their loved one,” Casey said.
There was also the young, healthy athlete brought into the 

trauma unit after nearly being cut in half by a motorcycle. He 
was unconscious for two weeks. 

Casey recalls the first thing said when he awoke: “Thank 
you for saving me, so I can see my wife and kids again.”

Sometimes, the injury is so severe that all the efforts of the 
trauma and burn center’s staff cannot save the patient. In those 
cases, the surgeon’s role changes to helping the patient pass on 
and comforting their family through the process.

“We help families understand what is going on with their 
loved one and what their options are. We comfort them, help 
them grieve and get them in touch with those who can get them 
the best information possible for those end-of-life decisions,” 
Casey says, adding that families appreciate the frank discussions 
around medical options and death.

Casey said this comforting role is taught to medical students 
and residents, who see it regularly practiced in the trauma unit. 

Bright Future for Trauma Center
As successful as the partnership between UMC and the School 

of Medicine has been, leaders at both organizations are looking 
to the future with an eye toward further improvement.

Zamboni said there is always room to improve survival rates 
through clinical and basic science research, an effort the medi-
cal school is supporting through developing infrastructure to 
carry trauma research to the next level.

Fildes notes that the trend across the U.S. is for trauma cen-
ters to broaden patients seen to include other kinds of surgical 
emergencies, something he hopes to develop at UMC.

“And there are always improvements to be made in violence 
intervention, vehicle safety and workplace safety that will gradu-
ally lead to a decline in patients seen at trauma centers,” he said. 

Brannman said the strength of the relationship between 
UMC and the School of Medicine can only grow as he and 
Dean Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D., work together.

“We are just getting started and our futures are linked 
together as we strive to strengthen the clinical presence on our 
campus at UMC,” he said. 

“I see an exciting future ahead because we are making good 
use of the taxpayers’ money with life-long benefits to every 
Nevada citizen.”

Trauma surgeon Dr. Michael Casey, seen in the trauma resuscitation at UMC, often comforts families and helps them with end-of-life decisions concerning their loved 
ones. PHOTO By EDGAR ANTONiO NúñEz.
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The road to medical school
PREPARE TO APPLy: SCHOOL OF MEDiCiNE OFFERS iNTRODUCTiONS FOR 
PERSPECTiVE STUDENTS

Potential students come to the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine with different backgrounds and 
levels of preparation. The medical school reaches out 
to those potential students with a variety of programs 

designed to help make the application process more transparent 
and comfortable.

While many may have the desire to attend medical school in 
the Silver State, there is a rigorous process in place to recruit the 
best qualified students and make sure they are amply prepared 
for the four years of study. The following four programs illus-
trate different paths students may take to prepare for applying 
to the School of Medicine.

Pre-Med Conference and Tour
According Ann Diggins, recruitment director for the School of 
Medicine, applying to medical school is very high stress.

“Nearly 70 freshmen are admitted each year so we try to 
make our admissions process as transparent as we can so 
students know what the expectations are. These types of pro-
grams provide an opportunity to give great information on our 
process and showcase our school’s students, faculty and innova-
tive programs.”

The all-day pre-med conference and tour in January of this 

Nearly 70 freshmen are admitted each year 
so we try to make our admissions process 
as transparent as we can so students know 
what the expectations are.

ann DIGGInS

Megan Hellum, outreach coordinator, conducts a workshop for potential appli-
cants during preview day. PHOTO By MATT LUSH
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Recruitment director Ann Diggins shares a casual moment with potential students following a seminar she conducted on preview day 2013. PHOTO By MATT LUSH

year was one path to showcasing the medical school to potential 
applicants as 65 students from across Nevada visited the school’s 
Reno campus. 

Those attending the conference visited the anatomy lab, 
learned about medical school admissions and interview prepara-
tions, listened to advice from a medical student panel, learned 
about medical team building, clinical experiences, dual degree 
programs, strategies for the MCAT and toured the medical 
school and University of Nevada, Reno campuses.

Gina Sella, education outreach coordinator in Reno, said 
that the pre-med conference and tour is a tremendous opportu-
nity to bring Southern Nevada students to the Reno campus and 
allow them to see first-hand where the first two years of medical 
school are administered. 

“In addition, students have the opportunity to learn from first- 
and second-year medical students about their experiences at our 
medical school. This tour is particularly beneficial in increasing 
awareness about what we have to offer statewide.”

Megan Hellum, outreach coordinator in Las Vegas who, 
along with Sella organized the event, explained that while the 
majority of students attending the conference and tour were 

UNLV undergraduates, students from the University of Nevada, 
Reno and other Nevada institutions participated. 

“This is an excellent opportunity for pre-med and undergrad-
uates from Southern Nevada to experience the medical school 
environment on the Reno campus. They get an in-depth look at 
the medical school’s curriculum, culture and admissions process,” 
said Hellum.

Preview Program
Sella likened the preview program to speed dating.

“Students rotate through six tables and are presented with a 
brief overview of information on financial planning, admissions 
and faculty and student perspectives on medical school. The 
program offers students who are just beginning to think about a 
medical career the opportunity to gather information and net-
work with faculty and staff at the School of Medicine.” 

And Diggins added: “These are annual events we hold at 
UNR and UNLV for pre-med students to begin learning about 
the admissions process and how to make themselves competitive 
to apply to medical school. We want to increase the number of 
Nevada students considering medicine as a career path.”

Spring 2013 |  Synapse |  9



Nevadans Into Medicine 
Diggins explained that Nevadans Into Medicine is a week-long 
residential program for undergraduate sophomores, juniors and 
seniors that allows them to interact with faculty, physicians and 
medical students on both the Reno and Las Vegas campuses. 

The program is competitive and up to 25 students are 
selected each year. 

“It’s a prep program and mini-medical school crammed into 
six very active days,” Diggins said. 

“Nevadans Into Medicine program includes several clinical 
experiences, including two full days of shadowing third-year 
medical students and residents, which is a highlight of this pro-
gram,” she added. 

“It is incredibly valuable to see a ‘day in the life’ of a third-
year medical student on campus and this is the only pro-
gram where this happens for prospective students. It inspires 
the students, energizes them and helps confirm their desire for a 
career in medicine.”

The program is offered at no charge for those students who 
are selected. All travel, food and program expenses are funded 
by the School of Medicine.

Sella said the program has been a hit with pre-med students 
since its inception in 2001. 

“This program is specifically designed to showcase the 
medical school for Nevada’s pre-med students to assist them 
in finding success in the admissions process and also highlights 
what the School of Medicine has to offer over the four years of 
medical education.”

Post-Baccalaureate Program
When the post-baccalaureate program was in development, 
there was much discussion on how it should look, what the 
program should accomplish, and what the outcome should be 
in respect to students, according to Sella. 

Those working on the program decided to create one 
designed to help pre-medical students who needed additional 
academic preparation for the rigors of medical school. 

One of the major hurdles that all pre-med students must 
conquer is the Medical College Admissions Test, or MCAT. 
The post-bacc program provides MCAT preparation and test-
taking skills to help prospective students achieve better success 
with the exam.

Led by current medical students and faculty, potential medical students tour the anatomy lab, stopping at several stations to learn more about a specific aspect of the 
human body. PHOTO By STUART MURTLAND
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“The post-bacc program also offers a sweet deal in respect 
to admissions to the University of Nevada School of Medicine. 
Students who meet the academic and MCAT criteria for the 
program are placed in a pool to compete for set-aside seats here. 
Students who are not selected from the pool or who do not 

meet the minimum criteria for the pool are still placed in the 
traditional applicant pool for consideration. This is an amaz-
ing opportunity and provides tremendous motivation for these 
students,” said Sella.

Hellum explained that the post-baccalaureate program is 
designed for students who have big dreams of becoming a doc-
tor, but need a second chance. 

“Our hope is that this program will open the doors to more 
low income and first-generation students who perhaps didn’t 
have the support they needed during their undergraduate expe-
rience. This is the second year of the program and interest has 
been very positive throughout the state,” she said.

Diggins pointed out that some potential medical students 
have hit some barriers along the way or had a non-traditional 
path to medicine, but this program gets them on track and 
ready to apply and start medical school. 

“It is important to these students to help them understand the 
‘culture’ of higher education and medical school. It helps them 
become more competitive and successful with more information 
and support they receive through the process,” Diggins said. n 

-anne pershing

First-year student Brian Wong, left, identifies organs for undergraduate students considering applying to the School of Medicine. PHOTO By STUART MURTLAND

Christine Schlemmer, Class of 2016, explains body systems during preview day on 
the Reno campus in January. PHOTO By STUART MURTLAND
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Few sounds will drive parents into a panic like the raspy 
struggle of a child with lung problems trying to draw 
a breath.

Fortunately for Nevadans, the School of Medicine 
has pediatric pulmonologists at both ends of the state to treat 
these young patients.

Sonia Budhecha, M.D., heads the pediatric pulmonology 
clinic for the School of Medicine in Reno.

“The main conditions I treat are asthma, lung diseases of 
prematurity, cystic fibrosis, chronic cough, sleep apnea and 
congenital airway problems,” said Budhecha, who graduated 
from medical school at the University of Washington in Seattle. 
She did both her pediatric residency and pediatric pulmonol-
ogy fellowship at Seattle’s Children’s Hospital before settling in 
Reno in 1997 with her husband, Chris von Bartheld, professor 
of physiology and cell biology at the School of Medicine, and 
their two daughters. 

“While my practice is mainly clinical, I also teach first-year 
medical students about lung development and third- and fourth-
year students and family practice residents about the treatment 
of pediatric lung diseases,” she explained.

According to Budhecha, the School of Medicine’s Reno 
pediatric clinic is fairly unique for Nevada because it has a com-
bined pediatric pulmonary and allergy division. 

“Children are able to have their lung problems and allergies 
diagnosed and treated under one roof. I work with both local 
neonatal ICUs and all babies that continue to have breathing 
problems or are discharged on oxygen therapy. They follow-up 
in my clinic, which is our bronchopulmonary dysplasia clinic, 
and is the only one in Northern Nevada,” she explained.

Budhecha also runs the only Cystic Fibrosis Foundation-
accredited cystic fibrosis center in Northern Nevada, in partner-
ship with Renown Children’s Hospital. 

“We serve both children and adults with cystic fibrosis,” she 

said. “Dr. Aditya Bhargava, the school’s sleep medicine special-
ist, and I treat children with sleep apnea. Also, in collaboration 
with Renown Children’s Hospital, I run the region’s only pedi-
atric airway clinic, a multi-disciplinary clinic that treats children 
with tracheotomies and ventilators.”

As for Budhecha’s bedside manner, she gets high marks from 
one of her young patients. 

Seven-year-old Riley, who gets treated for chronic lung 
disease and asthma, is crazy about her doctor. The daughter 
of Marcie Lucas, who works in the medical school’s Office of 
Medical Education, asked her daughter about her thoughts 
concerning Dr. Budhecha.

SPECiALiSTS TREAT yOUNG PATiENTS WiTH ASTHMA, SLEEP APNEA AND CySTiC FiBROSiS

Helping children
breathe more easily

Children are able to have their lung problems 
and allergies diagnosed and treated under 
one roof.

SonIa BuDhecha

Pulmonology patient Riley, right, gets a check-up from her long-time physician Dr. 
Sonia Budhecha as her mother, Marcie, looks on. PHOTO By STUART MURTLAND
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Riley replied, “She’s sweet, kind, nice and helpful, and be-
cause if you’re scared, she makes you stop being scared by 
saying it’s okay. You don’t have to be afraid.” When asked what 
she wanted to be when she grew up, Riley answered, “I want to 
be a doctor like Dr. Budhecha because she makes it look fun!”

Children in Las Vegas are also getting help from the School 
of Medicine in the form of David Parks, M.D., who explained 
that as a pediatric pulmonologist, 90 percent of his work is with 
children who have asthma. He added that help is also available 
in Southern Nevada for children battling cystic fibrosis. 

“Dr. Craig Nakamura, who is in private practice and af-
filiated with the medical school, has a clinic for these children. 
We’re the only two pediatric pulmonologists in Vegas and we 
cover and help each other.”

Parks, who received his medical education from the Univer-
sity of Florida, said the school’s pediatric pulmonology clinic is 
open five days a week. He sees an average of 16 patients a day 
with those visits taking 30-45 minutes per patient. 

He pointed out that this academic year, the School of 
Medicine established a public school-based asthma clinic and he 
travels to Clark County schools to see children who need care.

“The school nurses identify asthma patients, then I come 
in with sample medicines and educate the child and his or her 
parents about asthma. I then do a follow-up. We’ve been able 
to help them with asthma control and have been able to turn 
things around for them. We’re very proud of what we’re doing 
at the schools. The parents are very grateful.”

Parks, who joined the faculty in 2000, said turning things 
around for his patients is his first priority. 

“I want each child to laugh, cry—to be a healthy kid. My 
wife Angie and I have six kids and seven grandchildren. We 
love children and the best part of my job is helping to improve 
a child’s lifestyle and their lives while educating their parents. 
Sometimes parents restrict their children too much, but they’re 
quick to learn what ultimately benefits their child. It’s very re-
warding for the parents and myself to see the children laugh, 
run, control their coughing and be more active with sports.” 

The Kids’ Healthcare Clinic is located at 3006 South 
Maryland Parkway, Suite 315 in Las Vegas. For information, 
call 702-992-6868. In Reno, the pediatric clinic is located at 343 
Elm Street, Suite 206. For information, call 775-784-6522. n 
-anne pershing

Pediatric pulmonologist Dr. David Parks listens to the lung function of Riley Meehan at the Kids’ Healthcare Clinic. PHOTO By EDGAR ANTONiO NúñEz
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Most alumni, faculty and staff of the University of Ne-
vada School of Medicine recognize the William N. 
Pennington name through two watershed buildings 

on the Reno campus.
Built 12 years apart to expand the teaching capacity and to 

modernize teaching technologies for the School of Medicine, 
these buildings have transformed the school and given it the 
best laboratory and didactic teaching facilities anywhere in the 
country for the first two years of medical school.  

The construction of the 72,000-square foot Pennington 
Medical Education Building in 2000 provided state-of-the-art 
medical classrooms, meeting rooms and a new library for the 
School of Medicine—in fact, the Savitt Library is also the 
Nevada State Medical Library, serving health care professionals 
throughout the region. 

At the time of its construction the medical class size was 52 
and Pennington Medical Education Building’s main classrooms 
had seats for 98, space for almost double the class size and room 
to spread out for exams and other exercises. The classrooms 
were also technologically quite advanced, offering computer sta-
tions and microphones at each seat, with pictel teleconferencing 
capability for transmission of interactive classes to and from Las 
Vegas and Elko.  

In 2011, the School of Medicine opened the 51,000-square 
foot William N. Pennington Health Sciences Building, expand-
ing the primary medical classroom sizes to 200 seats and the 

medical laboratory, simulation and standardized patient facili-
ties to some of the most advanced in the nation. 

Of most interest to former students who have toured Pen-
nington Health Sciences has been the state-of-the-art anatomy 
laboratory, with its hospital lighting, sound domes, dissection 
videos with coordinating radiological images, recording capa-
bilities and the expansion of anatomy curriculum to specialized 
exercises for third and fourth year students. 

This building also houses Orvis School of Nursing faculty of-
fices, large and small group study rooms, multidisciplinary labs 
and conference rooms.

With the new teaching facility the medical school now has 
the capacity to increase the class size from the current 68 stu-
dent cohort to 100 students per class over the next several years.  

Without Mr. Pennington’s support, neither building would 
have been possible. But beyond such improvements to its physi-
cal plant and its teaching quality and capacity, benefitting its 
students and faculty who support them, Mr. Pennington and 
the Pennington Foundation have also had an impact on other 
aspects of the school which might not be as well understood.

FOUNDATiON iNCREASES iTS SCHOLARSHiP SUPPORT

Continuing a legacy

i look forward to the day when i can follow the 
example of the Pennington Foundation and 
give something back to this community.

JonaThan BRown
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The William N. Pennington Foundation has given medical 
student scholarships for 10 years; so far 43 School of Medicine 
students have received its support. 

Starting in 2002 with one recipient, the foundation has in-
creased its giving to 12 students per year. These medical scholar-
ships are of particular importance because they follow individual 
students from their second through their fourth years. 

Last fall, the foundation made a major change to the pro-
gram, increasing the scholarship fourfold per year per student. 
The intention is that the foundation’s much larger annual contri-
bution to medical scholarships will continue in the future.

Scholarship recipient Jonathan Brown, Class of 2014, said 
the foundation’s generosity has eased the financial burden on his 
young family and allowed him to focus on his medical education.

“Balancing the work of a medical student with the respon-
sibilities of being a father to three young boys has been both 
challenging and rewarding. I look forward to the day when I 
can follow the example of the Pennington Foundation and give 
something back to this community,” he said.

Another medical school program that has received consistent 
Pennington support is the Speech Pathology and Audiology 

Department. This specialty program has been part of the School 
of Medicine since its founding, and in 1990 was the first of its 
departments to be assisted by the Pennington Foundation. 

Speech Pathology and Audiology has received funding from 
the foundation for much needed equipment and to support its 
clinical programs, through which speech and hearing profession-
als are trained and more than 3,600 patients are seen every year 
in the on-campus clinic.

In the fall of 2012, the Pennington Foundation made a 
significant gift to Speech Pathology for new video endoscopy and 
stroboscopy equipment that will greatly improve the efficiency 
and specificity of its clinical testing, and thus its ability to evalu-
ate and treat speech and hearing conditions.  

William N. Pennington led a remarkable life, passing away at 
88, one month before the Pennington Health Sciences Building 
opened. He was a gaming pioneer and philanthropist whose con-
tributions to Nevada deepened over time.

The William N. Pennington Foundation is continuing and 
multiplying Mr. Pennington’s legacy on health care in Nevada 
through its increasing support for Nevada’s medical school. n 

-stefanie scoppettone

Garrett Norton, Class of 2013, is among the current William N. Pennington Foundation’s scholarship recipients at the School of Medicine. PHOTO By EDGAR ANTONiO NúñEz
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Researchers at the University of Nevada School of 
Medicine are advancing scientific study aimed at 
combatting human disease.

A new rapid test to diagnose melioidosis, a 
difficult infection to treat—and classified as a biothreat by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention—is being optimized 
and tested by School of Medicine microbiologist David AuCoin.

A $600,000 National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases grant through the Small Business Technology Transfer 
program recognizes the potential of AuCoin’s work and supports 
making the new rapid test for point-of-care diagnosis of melioi-
dosis available to countries where the disease is endemic.

Melioidosis, also called Whitmore’s disease, is predominately 
an infectious disease of tropical climates, especially in Southeast 
Asia and northern Australia, where it is widespread. 

“We have a prototype of the product in Thailand and Austra-
lia now to evaluate its effectiveness in endemic settings,” AuCoin 
said. “There is no validated diagnostic product for melioidosis, 
patient samples must now be cultured, which takes three to 
seven days in order to diagnose the disease. Unfortunately, meli-
oidosis can kill you well before the diagnosis is confirmed.”

With the two-year grant, AuCoin’s laboratory is collaborat-
ing with InBios International of Seattle on development of the 
Active Melioidosis Detect test. They are working closely with 
experts in the endemic areas who are currently evaluating the 
test with different sample patient types.

“Results are very encouraging,” AuCoin said. “We produced 
a monoclonal antibody to identify the Burkholderia pseudomal-
lei bacterium, which causes melioidosis, and then introduced it 
into a prototype lateral flow immunoassay diagnostic, which is a 
rapid dipstick test that can accept many patient sample types.”

The assay is currently in the hands of researchers at the CDC 
for evaluation for use in laboratories across the U.S. Pre-clinical 
testing has begun in Thailand and Australia on archived samples 
collected from melioidosis patients, according to AuCoin.

The team is now working to secure STTR Phase II funding, 
which will provide an additional three years of product develop-
ment to generate the necessary preclinical studies to submit an 
application to the FDA to evaluate the assay’s effectiveness in 
comparison to other diagnostics for this disease, and then ap-
prove it for distribution via commercial means.

Over at the medical school’s pharmacology department, a 
novel treatment in development for the most common form of 
muscular dystrophy is advancing towards human trials with a 
$308,000 boost from the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

The grant will be used to expand successful research by Asso-
ciate Professor of Pharmacology Dean Burkin that has shown his 
laminin-111 protein therapy prevents the onset of the devastat-

Diagnostics being 
developed for melioidosis, 
muscular dystrophy
FROM BENCH TO BEDSiDE: SCiENTiFiC PROGRESS BENEFiTTiNG PEOPLE

We have a prototype of the product in Thai-
land and Australia now to evaluate its effec-
tiveness in endemic settings.

DavID aucoIn

AuCoin’s research into causes of melioidosis will help eventually treat those in 
Thailand and Australia who have the disease. PHOTO By THERESA DANNA-DOUGLAS
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ing neuromuscular disease in mouse models.
Duchenne muscular dystrophy is a lethal genetic disease that 

affects one in 3,500 newborn boys and is caused by mutations in 
the gene encoding dystrophin. At the time of diagnosis, DMD 
patients usually have developed significant muscle disease. The 
three-year grant will help determine if Burkin’s therapy is effec-
tive at preventing or reversing disease progression after onset.

“We want to discover if this therapy is effective at preventing 
or reversing disease after it has already started,” he said. “First, 
we will determine if laminin-111 prevents muscle damage after 
disease onset, preserves muscle function and improves survival 
of mouse models of DMD. Second, we will determine if lam-
inin-111 prevents cardiomyopathy in mouse models of DMD.

“Finally, in collaboration with researchers at Texas A&M, we 
will determine if a human version of the protein prevents muscle 
disease in other animals afflicted with the disease. Results from 
these studies will pave the way towards developing human re-
combinant laminin-111 protein as a novel therapeutic for DMD.”

Demonstrating that the human version has efficacy in ani-
mals with DMD will move this therapy closer to a FDA investi-
gational drug application and potential human clinical trials.

“This MDA grant is a tremendous help in moving this tech-
nology forward,” Burkin said. “Patients have been waiting for 
therapies to come about and I think we’re at the cusp of major 
discoveries. Theoretically, laminin-111 protein therapy should 
be able to treat all patients with Duchenne muscular dystrophy.”

Since laminin-111 is a naturally occurring protein already 
present in our kidneys and other tissues, Burkin said there is a 
better likelihood that it would not be rejected by the body.

Earlier this year, Burkin received a $100,000, two-year grant 
from Cure CMD to further develop his laminin-111 protein, 
which can replace naturally-occurring laminin and be poten-
tially developed as a therapeutic treatment for merosin-deficient 
congenital muscular dystrophy type 1A (MDC1A).

“This grant will help us identify changes in gene expression 
as a result of this devastating and fatal childhood neuromuscular 
disease and examine the benefits of laminin-111 protein therapy 
in a mouse model of MDC1A. The grant represents the use of 
next generation DNA sequencing and will help us answer ques-
tions like whether or not laminin-111 stops the disease outright, 
or repairs muscle damage the disease has already caused,” Bur-
kin said. n -mike wolterbeek and anne mcmillin, apr

Dean Burkin, associate professor of pharmacology, is surrounded by his undergraduate, graduate and post-doc lab assistants, all of whom are working to find a novel 
treatment for muscular dystrophy. PHOTO By MATT LUSH

Spring 2013 |  Synapse |  17



Shaye Lewis of Fallon, Nev., graduated 
Nevada State College in 2011 with 

a degree in psychology before being ac-
cepted to medical school.

Synapse: What made you decide upon a 
career in medicine in Nevada? 
Lewis: I always wanted a career in 
medicine, but did not know until a 
few years ago that there was a medical 
school in Nevada. I had given up on my 
dream—I didn’t think that I could uproot 
my family and move across the country. 
I was excited to find out that I might still 
be able to achieve my dreams! I met with 
(education outreach coordinator) Gina 
Sella, who told me about other mothers 
who had attended here and encouraged 
me to apply. I loved the smaller class size 
here—I didn’t want to be just a number. 
The more I researched, the more I felt 
this could be a perfect fit.         

Synapse: Talk about the factors that 
contributed to your returning to medical 
school as a ‘nontraditional student.’ 
Lewis: I wanted to be sure that my 
family was supportive before I started 
applying. Talking with each one, I told 
them what they might expect and asked 
what they thought about my going to 
medical school. One daughter told me 
that she would be upset if I didn’t follow 
my dreams. My husband has been amaz-
ing. I was a stay-at-home mom and the 
secretary for our businesses; he has had 
to step in and fulfill these roles himself or 
hire outside help. My family moved to 
Reno last year—with little complaining! 
Knowing that my family supports what I 
am doing motivates me to work harder.  

Synapse: Describe the hospice volunteer 
work you’ve done.
Lewis: I began volunteering with hospice 
as an undergraduate. My time with 
hospice patients taught me the impor-
tance of being present and the power of 
physical touch. Often my task was just to 
be with the patient—one loved to watch 
Tiger Woods play, so we played cards and 
watched a lot of golf. Sometimes I was the 
only person willing to talk with the patient 
about their impending death because the 
subject was too difficult for family and 
friends. One man I visited was dying, un-
conscious, and in some distress. He lived 
alone with no family members nearby 
or even anyone to notify of his death. I 
simply held his hand and his breathing 
became a little less labored and his body 
relaxed. I hope that I was able to make 
his passing easier.  

Synapse: How do you balance medical 
school with your role as a mother?
Lewis: As a mother of six, there are 
times (finals) when my family gets 
neglected a little, but I make an effort to 
communicate with my children and spend 
time with my husband. My kids often do 
their homework in the same room I study 
in and this strengthens our relationship. 
They have to learn to do things for them-
selves, but these experiences will be good 
preparation for adult life.
 
Synapse: Where do you see yourself 
professionally in 2025?
Lewis: My children will be grown, so 
I hope for the freedom to serve health 
service missions for our church or with an 
organization like Doctors Without Bor-
ders. It would be interesting to go back to 
Ethiopia where my son is from.

Mom of six balances family, student roles

Shaye Lewis has the full support of her family as she works her way through medical school. PHOTO By MATT 
LUSH

stuDent spotlight
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There aren’t many people who would 
want to leave the cascading waterfalls, 

jagged green cliffs and beautiful cerulean 
ocean of Kaua’i, Hawai’i behind, but 
Wade Gaal, M.D.’08, is one who did. 

He’s a University of Nevada School of 
Medicine family medicine faculty physi-
cian in Las Vegas, who left the Garden 
Isle to find a life in medicine.

“Growing up on an outer island, you 
don’t understand what the world has to 
offer—all you care about is blue skies, big 
waves and white sand beaches,” he said. 

“Then you grow up, realize that being 
a beach bum is not too inspiring, and you 
start wanting more.”

Drawn to the complexity of under-
standing the body and mind, Gaal strives 
to apply his knowledge to change lives.

“I chose to study medicine for a couple 
reasons,” he said. 

“Family medicine gives me a chance to 
interact with the patient. You can under-
stand and find out so much more about a 
patient if they trust you and if you listen 
to them, and I absolutely love this aspect. 
And secondly, I have the ability to do 
and focus on what I find interesting—it 
constantly renews my interest.”

Gaal graduated high school in Hawai’i 
and soon after moved to Las Vegas, 
where he graduated summa cum laude 
and earned undergraduate degrees in 
both chemistry and biochemistry from 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

He was one semester away from 
earning a master’s degree in biochemistry 
when he was accepted at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine.

“I have to say, I am very proud of 
graduating from the School of Medi-
cine—I brag about it all the time,” Gaal 

said. “I like the small classes with one-on-
one teaching. My job allows me to work 
with students as a full-time job, and I feel 
it necessary to challenge students and to 
show them enthusiasm and excitement for 
all the things medicine has to offer.”

Gaal practices family medicine at the 
School of Medicine’s Fire Mesa clinic and 
sees patients and students at the UNLV 
Student Health Clinic. Gaal also works 
in underserved rural areas, conducts 
high school sports physicals and precepts 
residents, sharing his passion for medicine 
with them.

“I’m always helping the residents focus 
on case-based evidence, but I also remind 
them to never forget how important it 
is to focus on the patient and not the 
disease,” Gaal said. 

“They understand that medicine is not 
about financial wealth—it’s about find-
ing something that keeps them engaged 
and excited to learn. That will ultimately 
make them better physicians.”

Taking on dual roles as a physician 
at the Fire Mesa clinic and the Student 
Health Clinic is not an easy task, but Gaal 
wouldn’t have it any other way.

“That is why I absolutely love what I 
do, there is so much diversity and variety 
on a daily basis,” he said. 

“It’s about people. I’m given oppor-
tunities to hear about lives and make a 
difference in those lives,” he said.

“I love the chance to continue improv-
ing the students coming from the Univer-
sity of Nevada School of Medicine, and 
most of all, I love the diversity. I feel like 
medicine is a privilege, an opportunity 
to hear and see very personal areas of a 
person’s life.” n -matt lush

Physician makes journey from Garden Isle to Silver State

Wade Gaal, M.D.’08, loves family medicine because of the interaction it offers with patients. PHOTO By EDGAR 
ANTONiO NúñEz

faCulty foCus
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Third-generation Nevadan Amanda 
Magrini, M.D.’10, thought she was 

going to be a journalist. But after taking 
career tests and attending a University 
of Nevada School of Medicine program 
called “Nevadans Into Medicine,” she 
changed her mind. Magrini felt called to 
make a career in health care.

After making that decision, she 
remembers walking past the Pennington 
Medical Education Building during her 
fourth year as an University of Nevada, 
Reno undergraduate, thinking, “I hope 
that’s where I’m headed next year!” Now, 
she says she couldn’t imagine doing any-
thing else with her life.

She ended up majoring in biochemis-
try and graduated in 2006, then entered 
the School of Medicine that fall. 

Now a chief resident at the family 
medicine clinic in Reno, she doesn’t have 
any regrets. Her journey is something she 
thinks of as an achievement—something 
she wouldn’t have done any other way.

When Magrini started medical school, 
she expected to pursue a career in pri-
mary care. It wasn’t until her third year 
that she realized family medicine would 
ultimately be the path she would choose.

“I value the relationships I form with 
my patients. Being able to follow not 
only their health problems, but also the 
important milestones in their lives, such 
as marriage, children and graduations, is 
amazing,” Magrini said.

Though her training is nearly com-
plete, she is reminded that there is still a 
long road of learning that awaits her.

“Learning in medicine is almost com-
pletely seeing and doing,” she said. “Dur-
ing rounds you can start with an 88-year 

old patient with COPD, then move to a 
30-year old with viral meningitis and then 
see a child with Kawasaki disease.”

“I don’t think I could be happier. It has 
been such a journey over the past couple 
of years,” she said.

Magrini began teaching in 2009. It 
blossomed into one of her passions. 

She teaches with Dean Thomas L. 
Schwenk, M.D., in the “musculoskeletal 
block” of the new curriculum for first- 
and second-year medical students.

“Dean Schwenk is a fantastic wealth of 
knowledge, and it has been a great learn-
ing experience getting to work together,” 
Magrini said.

Why does she teach? Like the edu-
cational role models who influenced her 
in life and academics, she believes it is 
important to continue to give back.

“I don’t know if there is anything more 

satisfying than seeing someone reflect on 
something you taught them and continue 
on to teach someone else,” Magrini said. 

“Everyone learns differently, but I try 
to use the methods I found most useful 
as a student, and avoid those that didn’t 
work so well.”

Being a “home-grown Nevadan,” 
Magrini plans to stay in the Reno-Sparks 
area to practice, and hopes to find a posi-
tion that will allow her to practice both 
inpatient and outpatient medicine.

“I get a huge amount of fulfillment 
from patient care,” Magrini said. “But I 
know I will feel like something is miss-
ing in my life if I am not interacting with 
other students and residents. Ultimately, 
I see myself returning to the School of 
Medicine to continue giving back to the 
community and to help shape future phy-
sicians of the world.” n -matt lush

‘Home-grown’ alumna, resident plans to stay

Amanda Magrini, M.D.’10, chief family medicine resident in Reno, discusses a patient’s chart with Lacy Fettic, 
M.D.’09, assistant professor of family medicine. PHOTO By MATT LUSH
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Last summer, 69 medical students 
participated in the School of Medi-

cine’s annual White Coat Ceremony, and 
were officially welcomed to the medical 
school as the Class of 2016. These medi-
cal students were selected out of a pool of 
948 applicants.

While admission to medical school 
is more competitive than ever, there re-
mains a friendly camaraderie among the 
members of the Class of 2016, according 
to the class leaders.

“We all want to do well, but we’re not 
hypercompetitive,” said Alexandra Wat-
son, the Class of 2016 secretary.

“What sold me on the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine was the tight-
knit atmosphere. The familial environ-
ment really appealed to me.”

The Class of 2016 is the second class 
to begin their medical education in the 

William N. Pennington Health Sciences 
building, and is the first class to learn 
under the new curriculum.

“Students learn through case studies 
and clinical problems so new facts and 
information have relevance,” said Melissa 
Piasecki, M.D., senior associate dean 
for academic affairs at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine. 

“We emphasize team based learn-
ing—students enjoy this type of learning 
environment and learn skills that will later 
translate into being great doctors on a 
health care team.”

Like previous classes, members of the 
Class of 2016 are utilizing the Student 
Outreach Clinic—a monthly medical 
clinic for the uninsured population of 
Washoe County—to further their training 
and to give back to the community.

“My passion in medicine is to make 

a difference in the well-being of others,” 
said Chris Goodwill, a Student Health 
Committee representative. 

“Before graduation, I hope the Class of 
2016 can continue to make an impact in 
the community.”

Watson agrees, and notes that the 
Student Outreach Clinic was one of the 
reasons she chose to study medicine.

“I knew I would gain valuable clinical 
experience each year through the differ-
ent programs and through the Student 
Outreach Clinic. I volunteered at the 
Student Outreach Clinic when I was an 
undergraduate, and just decided to go for 
medical school when I was a sophomore.”

The Class of 2016 is a diverse group, 
comprised of 21 undergraduate majors 
representing 20 universities and colleges.

“This class presented with a breadth of 
experiences, attributes and characteristics 
that have enhanced the richness of our 
student cohort. The unique qualities in-
clude a variety of non-traditional students, 
first-generation students, students who 
were raised and educated in rural areas 
and students from varied cultural and 
ethnic backgrounds,” said Kris Nelson, 
director of student services. 

Some students come from under-
served areas and underrepresented popu-
lations in medicine. The age range is 18 
to 45, with the average age being 24.

 Members of the Class of 2016 previ-
ously held occupations as a violinist, in-
vestment realtor, Marine Corps navigator 
and organic gardener instructor.

Twelve languages are spoken by 
members of the Class of 2016, including 
Persian, Urdu, Korean and French. n 

-matt lush

Class of 2016 eager to serve

The Class of 2016, as represented here by officers Chris Goodwill and Alex Watson, is making an impact in the 
lives of patients through its work with the Student Outreach Clinics. PHOTO By MATT LUSH
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We are sincerely grateful 
to every one of you who 

took the time to answer our 
online survey. We received 
valuable feedback. Your replies 
were split between Northern 
and Southern Nevada with a 
few replies from rural Nevada 
and from our colleagues out-
of-state. Your answers served 
to reinforce the association’s 
mission to engage all alumni.

We were satisfied to see that both urban regions of Nevada 
are well represented. We are working on plans to insure that 
our rural alumni and those outside of Nevada continue to feel 
a connection to the medical school through the association. 
Board members, Dodd Hyer, Sharon Frank and Lisa Lyons are 
Clark County alumni and they have been working on planning 
alumni events in Southern Nevada. Board member Jill Oswalt 
is our rural representative and keeps us engaged with the rest 
of the state. Helen Grey, Susan Park, Joe Hollen, Reka Danko 
and I have the privilege of representing Northern Nevada. All of 
us strive to connect our school with our friends and colleagues 
living outside of Nevada. 

 You told us that you would like to see alumni events in 
Reno and Las Vegas. You prefer fall events. A majority of you 
would come to events to see your classmates and former or cur-
rent faculty. You were less interested in CME events and fancy 
gala events. Therefore, we have moved the annual alumni event 
and reunions for the classes of 1973, 1988, 1993 and 2003 to 
homecoming week at the University of Nevada, Reno. These 
events will be held in October 2013, but the date isn’t set until 
the conference football schedule is finalized. 

We are especially thankful for those who sent in member-
ship renewals and donations to our endowments. The alumni 
association exists to build and foster a community of support for 
lifelong learning, service and connection to the School of Medi-
cine for the benefit of students and alumni. The board serves to 
promote education, engagement, information and philanthropy. 
If you have not renewed your membership then please take the 
time to send in your dues or your donation to the Alumni As-

sociation Scholarship Fund, Student Project Grant or the David 
Lupan Student Research Endowment. 

Perhaps this is the year you pay it forward through financial 
support or by volunteering your time to the School of Medicine.

To pay your dues online or to donate to our endowments 
please visit medicine.nevada.edu/alumni.

Tracey Lane Delaplain, M.D.’87, FACOG
President
University of Nevada School of Medicine Alumni Association

Message from the President of the
Alumni Association

The alumni association exists to build and foster 
a community of support for lifelong learning, 
service and connection to School of Medicine 
for the benefit of students and alumni. 

TRacey DeLaPLaIn 

alumni notes

AnnUAl AlUMni eventS

october 2013
homecoming Week for Unr 

Thursday Night
Formal dinner and recognition of our Alumnus of 
the year with the University of Nevada, Reno Alumni 
Association

Friday Night
Hosted cocktail party and reception for all alumni and 
faculty with recognition of the reunion classes of 2003, 
1988 and 1973

Saturday
Tailgate with Dean Schwenk, faculty and students for 
all alumni followed by the homecoming game

email: tdelaplainmd@sbcglobal.net if you can help 
coordinate class reunions for the years 2003, 1989, 
1973, 1974
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1970s
Louis a. Bonaldi, m.D.’77, of The Cen-
ter for Plastic Surgery has been selected 
as a top plastic surgeon in Reno by the 
international Association of Healthcare 
Professionals. He will be spotlighted in 
The Leading Physicians of the World.

1980s
matthew Boulton, m.D.’87, m.P.h, 
received the 2012 Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Academic Public Health 
Practice from the Association of Schools 
of Public Health. Boulton was the 
first associate dean for practice at the 
University of Michigan School of Public 
Health and founded the Office of Public 
Health Practice. He is associate profes-
sor of epidemiology at the University of 
Michigan School of Public Health. He 
has authored major technical reports for 
government agencies and membership 
associations.

Charles St. Hill, M.D., 
Surgery Residency ‘10 
has joined the University 
of Nevada School of 
Medicine faculty in the 
Department of Surgery 
and the Division of Surgical 
Oncology in Las Vegas. He 
completed his residency 
training in general surgery 
at the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine and 

a fellowship in surgical oncology at the University of Louisville James Graham 
Brown Cancer Center. 

medical director. Lampinen earned a 
bachelor of science degree in biology 
from UNLV, then attended the Univer-
sity of Nevada School of Medicine. He 
completed his family practice residency 
through the University of Nevada School 
of Medicine as chief resident.

Terry olivas, m.D.’97, a cardiothoracic 
surgeon, joined Essentia Health Heart 
and Vascular Center in Duluth, Minn. 
Olivas served a residency in general 
surgery at the Maricopa Medical Center 
in Phoenix, Arizona, and a residency in 
cardiovascular and thoracic surgery at 
the University of Texas Southwest Medi-
cal Center in Dallas. He is certified by the 
American Board of Medical Specialties in 
surgery and thoracic surgery.

christopher dacosta, m.D., Internal 
medicine Residency ’99 has joined 
the Department of Medicine/internal 
Medicine at the Doylestown Hospital in 
Pennsylvania. He completed his medical 
education at University of zambia, Lu-
saka, zambia and his residency training 
in internal medicine at the University of 
Nevada School of Medicine’s Las Vegas 
campus. He also completed a research 
fellowship at the University of London 
in immunology/infectious disease. He is 
board certified in internal medicine.

2000s
Julie (Sara) Johnson, m.D.’06 joined 
the orthopaedic surgery team as a foot 
and ankle specialist at Essentia Health, 
Fargo, N.D. She completed an orthopae-
dic surgery residency through Michigan 
State University and Grand Rapids Medi-
cal Education Partners. She also com-
pleted a foot and ankle fellowship at the 
Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown 
University, Providence, R.i.

michael o’Brien, m.D.’09, Family 
medicine Residency ’12, has joined the 
Northern Nevada Medical Group at its 
new Reno location.

Paul mozen, D.o., Internal medicine 
Residency ’87, joined Northern Nevada 
Medical Group at its new Reno location. 
Mozen is an internist who has practiced 
for more than 20 years. He earned his 
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine at the 
University of Health Sciences in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and completed residency 
in Reno at the University of Nevada 
School of Medicine. 

1990s
Jeffrey Salomone, m.D.’90 has been 
named chief, trauma and surgical criti-
cal care at Maricopa Medical Center in 
Phoenix, Az, and professor of surgery, 
University of Arizona College of Medi-
cine-Phoenix.

Quinn Pauly, m.D.‘90 joined Renown 
Medical Group as a new premier care 
program physician. Pauly is board certi-
fied in family medicine and completed 
his residency at Natividad Medical 
Center in Salinas, Calif. The premier 
care program offers patients greater 
access to their primary care physician 
beyond scheduled office visits through 
a reduced practice size.

Steven D. Lampinen, m.D.’95 has 
joined Nathan Adelson Hospice as 
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alumni
Kay E. Adams, ‘80
Carol L. Alley, ‘86
Jennifer L. Anderson , ‘03
Mary A. Anderson, ‘77
John V. Anooshian, ‘93
Beverly J. Antrim, ‘89
Theresa A. Baker, ‘82
Michael T. Barger, ‘82
Randy L. Barnes, ‘03
Gina Barta, ‘96
Anita Batra, ‘10
Sandra R. Beecher, ‘74
Roger M. Belcourt, ‘82
Richard E. Bell, ‘77
Jason M. Bellak, ‘00
Edward S. Bentley, ‘76
Celeste R. Bohman, ‘82
Van R. Bohman, ‘86
Louis A. Bonaldi, ‘77
Brock Boscovich, ‘03
Judy L. Bourget, ‘90
Tami U. Brancamp, ‘95
Curtis W. Brown, ‘87
Stephen T. Brown, ‘88
Mark T. Brune, ‘91
Terry J. Buccambuso, ‘84
Dina S. Burke, ‘92
Angela Caffaratti, ‘00
Barbara R. Caffaratti-Klubert, ‘74
Adria M. Carney, ‘07
Amanda S. Casey, ‘06
Waynea A. Chen, ‘95
Katherine J. Clifford, ‘10
Joanne M. Cluff, ‘98
Susan E. Cochella, ‘96
John M. Cocuzzi, ‘86
Kathleen M. Coffer, ‘89
Peter N. Costa, ‘88
Benjamin J. Cousins, ‘10
Bradley K. Cruz, ‘81
Bret H. Dales, ‘91
Mark C. Dales, ‘82
Chan-Tran P. Dang, ‘11
Gina R. Dapra, ‘02
Michael D. Daubs, ‘89
Elisa M. De Angelis, ‘92
Rebecca E. Dendauw, ‘97
Scott L. Denton, ‘82
John Deweerd, ‘81
Kevin M. Dinwiddie, ‘80
Katie A. Dolan, ‘95
David F. Drake, ‘97
Georgianna M. Duxbury, ‘85
John J. Eck, ‘89
Allen A. Eng, ‘75
Harry A. English, ‘81
Stephen N. Ewer, ‘89
Matthew C. Exline, ‘00
Cynthia A. Ferreira, ‘01
Paul G. Ferucci, ‘97
Jean E. Forsberg, ‘93

Toby F. Frescholtz, ‘09
Guy G. Gansert, ‘86
Nicholas J. Garol, ‘10
David R. Glodowski, ‘11
Chad D. Goffstein, ‘10
ian L. Goldman, ‘82
Catherine J. Goring, ‘84
Susan Gould, ‘85
Sherrie A. Hald, ‘92
Wesley W. Hall, ‘93
Mark C. Handelman, ‘90
Patrick M. Hatfield, ‘93
Richard A. Helffrich, ‘83
Kelly L. Helms, ‘05
Debra J. Hendrickson, ‘04
John H. Hess, ‘95
Amr A. Hilal, ‘98
Jeffrey Ho, ‘07
Robert J. Hopkin, ‘90
Joni W. Hougaard, ‘94
Thomas Hovenic, ‘09
Whitney M. Hovenic, ‘08
Roger Hsiung, ‘08
Cheryl A. Hug English, ‘82
Dodd D. Hyer, ‘83
Kevin C. Hyer, ‘86
Ronald W. Jenks, ‘84
Joseph E. Johnson, ‘89
Michele M. Johnson, ‘77
Kathleen Juarez, ‘88
George B. Kaiser, ‘75
Christian A. Kauffman, ‘10
Teresa V. Keller Durbin, ‘76
Aliya i. Khan, ‘82
Randall F. Kloepfer, ‘89
Janie E. Konakis, ‘88
Robert P. Kozel, ‘95
Michael J. Krowka, ‘80
Joseph C. LaMancusa, ‘86
Stephen D. Landaker, ‘76
Kellylyn C. Landrus, ‘00
Kami A. Larsen, ‘00
Kristin A. Laxalt, ‘85
Francesca M. Lee, ‘04
Won y. Lee, ‘01
David R. Lehnherr, ‘83
Michael D. LeMay, ‘79
Larry A. Levine, ‘91
Vincent A. Loffredo, ‘01
Colleen C. Lyons, ‘85
Lisa M. Lyons, ‘88
Jeffrey T. Mack, ‘94
Margaret “Peggy” G. Mair, ‘89
George S. Manning, ‘73
Robert B. McBeath, ‘88
Carol L. McElroy Salika, ‘79
Terrence G. McGaw, ‘82
Daniel W. McLaughlin, ‘87
Ewa M. McLean, ‘06
Diane C. Miller, ‘85
Kenneth E. Misch, ‘88
Marilynn W. Moore, ‘76
Tanna M. Murdock, ‘88
Christopher P. Murray, ‘04
Leah L. Najima, ‘97
Paul F. Nault, ‘95
Russell N. Neibaur, ‘84
Pamela E. Netuschil, ‘93
Richard D. Newbold, ‘80
Lausanne P. Orendain, ‘06
Todd Paige, ‘96
Steven W. Parker, ‘77
Sujay Patel, ‘08
Michael A. Patmas, ‘81
Barbara A. Patterson, ‘80
James L. Patterson, ‘75
Larry E. Paulson, ‘91
Francisco Peraza, ‘07
Edward W. Petrik, ‘11
Todd A. Pitts, ‘92
Samantha J. Portenier, ‘97
Charles A. Prior, ‘78
H. Malin Prupas, ‘73
Alexis C. Recine, ‘07
Frederick C. Redfern, ‘83

Galen M. Reimer, ‘77
Meredith E. Reynolds, ‘99
Julie M. Richards, ‘10
Cory G. Richardson, ‘10
Patrice K. Richardson, ‘81
Miguel A. Rivera, ‘98
Benjamin J. Rodriguez, ‘82
yvonne Romero, ‘90
Christopher T. Rores, ‘82
Marcus A. Rosencrantz, ‘02
Shawna M. Ross, ‘02
Paul B. Roth, ‘74
Shawn A. Rowles, ‘07
John E. Ryan, ‘76
Christine N. Schellin, ‘99
Rebecca L. Scherr, ‘04
Scott A. Scherr, ‘03
Valerie T. Schram, ‘89
Kartika Shetty, ‘10
Neal H. Shonnard, ‘84
Alan H. Somphone, ‘98
Carissa M. Sparrow, ‘10
Edward C. Spoon, ‘89
Cynthia L. St. Pierre, ‘07
Michael L. Stanko, ‘88
Griffith C. Steiner, ‘91
Michael D. Stouder, ‘76
Timothy D. Struve, ‘11
James H. Sullivan, ‘85
Richard R. Sullivan, ‘85
John K. Sutherland, ‘10
Jennifer J. Sutton, ‘89
Christopher S. Taylor, ‘76
Robin L. Titus, ‘81
Brian A. Trimble, ‘84
William R. Trimmer, ‘74
Roy Tsuda, ‘81
Martha A. Turchyn-Mazuryk, ‘82
Rebecca J. Tyre, ‘90
Viviane Ugalde, ‘88
Dante F. Vacca, ‘83
Lee A. Van Epps, ‘86
Michael C. Van Tuyl, ‘88
Jue T. Wang, ‘09
Leslie Waters Barger, ‘82
Jason A. Webb, ‘07
Alison S. Westfall, ‘98
Darrell L. Wilson, ‘99
Mitchell A. Wolf, ‘90
Thomas Wong, ‘81
Richard i. yamamoto, ‘84
David G. young, ‘75
Ryan C. young, ‘05
William A. zamboni, ‘84
John E. zebrack, ‘01
David A. zucker, ‘74

emeriti Faculty, 
Faculty, staff
Gerald J. Ackerman
Annabel E. Barber
Joshua A. Bardin
Miriam Bar-On
Richard Baynosa
Jamie A. Benedict
Gregory P. Brown
Dale M. Carrison

Anette G. Christensen
Gale L. Craviso
Vani Dandolu
Samrat U. Das
Ann E. Diggins
William N. Evans
Echezona Ezeanolue
Elizabeth E. Fildes
John J. Fildes
Gregory J. Highison
Norman M. Huckle
Dorothy Hudig
Renu Jain
Rani M. Kharrubi
Thomas R. Kozel
Deborah A. Kuhls
Jack Lazerson
Lynda McLellan
Colleen A. Morris
Robert K. Myles
Beverly A. Neyland
Elissa J. Palmer
Andrew Pasternak
John S. Pixley
Jean T. Regan
Ronald C. Reitz
Eberhardt K. Sauerland
Thomas L. Schwenk
Stefanie A. Scoppettone
Barbara J. Scott
Gary K. Shen
Carl F. Sievert
Stewart C. Snavely
Miles L. Standish
John A. Varras
Sandhya Wahi-Gururaj
Robert C. Wang
Lucille A. young
Joan S. zenan

Corporations, 
organizations
Access to Healthcare Network
Alliance with the Washoe County 
Medical Society
Alta Vitas, inc.
Bonanza High School
Boulder City High School
Business Link, LLC
Canyon Springs High School
Carson Tahoe Health
Charitable Auto Resources, inc.
Children’s Heart Center of Nevada
Clark County Bar Association
Clark County Medical Society 
Alliance
Clark County Medical Society
Del Sol High School
Desert Oasis High School
Desert Pines High School
Desert Springs Hospital
Digestive Health Associates
Dobberstein and Associates
Durango High School
Echo Geophysical Corporation
Electric Daisy Carnival
Fraternal Order of Eagles

Ganz and Hauf, Chartered
Goldsmith and Guymon, P.C.
Green Valley OBGyN, LLP
Hafen Development and Construc-
tion, inc.
independent Nevada Doctors insur-
ance Exchange
insomniac, inc.
Jacksonville Multispecialty Group, LLC
Joshua R. Lucherini CHTD
KLS Martin L.P.
Liberty High School
Frank McCleary Medical Scholarship 
Fund
McDonald Carano Wilson LLP
Neurology Specialists
Nevada Franchised Auto Dealers 
Association
Nevada State Medical Association
Pediatric Gastroenterology and Nutri-
tion Association
Pediatric Surgery Associates, LTD
Pulmonary Medicine Associates
R&S investment Properties
Rancho High School
Reno Orthopaedic Clinic
Law Offices of Marc D. Risman
Robert P. Dickerson CHTD
San Martin De Porres Medical Clinic
Sierra infectious Diseases
Sierra Neurosurgery Group
Sierra Nevada Rehab
Sierra Vista High School
Signature institute of Aesthetic 
Sculpting
Sons of italy, Christoforo Lodge 1534
State Bar of Nevada
Struggle Against Muscular Dystrophy
Sugar Pine Golf Club
The Cobeaga Law Firm
Tri-River Pediatrics
Truchard Vineyards
Valley High School
Vintage Wine Shop and Tasting
Washoe County Medical Society
Western Pharmacology Society

Foundations
Fritz B. Burns Foundation
The Community Foundation of 
Decatur/Macon County
Community Foundation of Western 
Nevada
John and Rosemarie Dooley Family 
Foundation, inc.
Arnold P. Gold Foundation
The William H. and Mattie Wattis 
Harris Foundation
The Thelma B. and Thomas P. Hart 
Foundation
Roxie and Azad Joseph Foundation 
Trust
Marybeth M. Lamb Foundation, inc.
National Automobile Dealers Chari-
table Foundation
Nevada Community Foundation, inc.
Nevada Scottish Rite Foundation
William N.  Pennington Foundation
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Nell J. Redfield Foundation
Reno Rodeo Foundation
The Schooley Family Trust
Whittemore Family Foundation

Friends
Bruce Abbot
Ramona M. Acosta
Ann M. Adams
Daniel J. Adams
Hilary J. Allen
Bernard J. Anderson
Clyda J. Anderson
Marianne W. Anthony
Nicolas C. Anthony
Donna M. Antraccoli
Donald R. Antrim
Loraine M. Ark
Dorothy K. Atchison
Les Atchison
Darryl Bader
Mary L. Bader
Caroline J. Barangan
Lindsay Barnes
Marie L. Baxter
Rayma K. Beal
Patricia A. Beaty
Cookie A. Belcourt
Giselle B. Bell
Jerry L. Bennett
Susan E. Bennett
Martha S. Bigford-young
Valorie M. Bohman
Tierra Bonaldi
Jennifer Boscovich
G. Fred Boyd
Jane L. Boyd
David J. Brancamp
Edward H. Bricker
Mary J. Bricker
Elizabeth Brickfield
James D. Brooks
Laura Brown
Lois T. Brown
Steven R. Brown
Teresa Brown
Susan M. Brune
Kathi Brunson
Bonnie B. Bryan
Richard H. Bryan
Sukey Bryan
Marsha H. Buccambuso
Barbara E. Buckley
Brian Bullard
Michael J. Burke
Catherine L. Butler
George J. Butler

Colleen A. Camenisch
Sheilah A. Capurro
Dusty K. Casey
Valerie M. Chappel
Poul-Erik Christensen
Alexandra C. Chrysanthis
Clark County Office of the District 
Attorney
Maureen M. Clayton
Carol G. Cohen
Lesley E. Cohen
F. Craig Conrath
Jocelyn Cortez
inge M. Costa
Jack D. Crandall
Susan J. Crandall
Kim A. Dales
David J. Dapra
Joycette R. Dapra
Robert J. Daskas
Christine Daubs
Nicholas Dederer
Russell Dendauw
Ruth Denton
John R. Des Jardins
Winnie Des Jardins
Diana Deufel
Douglas W. Deveney
Mary A. Deveney
John F. Diggins
Lisa Dinwiddie
Arthur F. Disalvo
John E. D’Onofrio
Leah M. D’Onofrio
Patricia E. Downey
W.T. Downey
Asgar  Ali Dudhbhai
Daniel Dugan
Mary Dugan
Collin Dunnam
Curlee Dunnam
Amy S. Dunphy
Kevin R. Dunphy
Keith Durbin
Jerry C. Eckert
Sherryl Eckert
Virginia M. Edwards
Terri Elliott
Carolyn Ellsworth
Carrie L. Ellsworth
Colleen R. Emerson
Ralph H. Emerson
Romel A. Empedrad
Mary K. Eng
Evelyn English
Margaret L. English
Mike Espil
Cynthia Ewer
Chinenye O. Ezeanolue
Tom Ferguson
Bruce R. Fishburn
Carole E. Fishburn
Ellen M. Fitzpatrick
Francis C. Flaherty
Linda M. Flaherty
David M. Flores
Elaine G. Floyd
Thomas W. Floyd
Louise F. Fortier
Leslie Fox-Priest
Barbara J. Friedlander
Larry M. Friedlander
Alisha Gallagher

Lee M. Gallagher
Heidi K. Gansert
Mina P. Garol
Joseph M. George
Jody A. Ghanem
Lillian E. Gilbert
Kellie A. Glodowski
Brandi Glover
Andre L. Goddu
Robin M. Goettsch
Janie D. Goldberg
Nathan B. Goldberg
Traci M. Goldberg
Jaculyn R. Goldman
John R. Gosche
Elana Graham
Laurie B. Gregory
Karen y. Grey-Levine
Baird S. Grimson
Pauline F. Grimson
David Hald
Jason R. Hamill
John C. Hancock
Susan Hancock
Gerald T. Hanley
Erin M. Hartshorn
Kevin Hartshorn
S. J. Harvey
William F. Harvey
Deanna L. Hatfield
John C. Henningsen
Virginia Henningsen
Barbara A. Highison
April L. Hopkin
James R. Hopkins
Stormie A. Hopkins
Todd L. Hougaard
Alisa A. Huckle
Catherine U. Hyer
zan P. Hyer
Craig iwamoto
Ranjit Jain
Jack M. Johnson
Lisa L. Johnson
Vincent E. Johnson
Catherine Jorgenson
C. J. Karapondo
Pamela Jo Katz
Brian J. Kennedy
Nancy J. Kennedy
David E. Keyes
Donna L. Keyes
James R. Kidder
Mary Ann Kidder
Frances A. Kindred
Joseph A. Kithas
Beverly A. Kloepfer
David M. Klubert
Thomas J. Knudson
Annabelle W. Kozel
Karen Kozel
Christine M. Krowka
L.J. Kutten
Linda Kutten
Eric W. Lamberts
Lorraine Landaker
Brian Larsen
Barbara K. Laveaga
Vincent P. Laveaga
Jennifer Lazovich
Robyn L. LeMay
John C. Lester
Michael S. Levy
zhan Li
Lynn Lloyd
Steve LoMastro
Susan E. Lombardi
Karen Lowery
Thomas Lozzi
Alessio Luinetti
Joyce E. Lupan
Raman Mahabir
Jeffrey Maloney
Judith Manning
Francine P. Mannix

Gertrude E. Mather
Robert L. Mather
Joseph B. Mazuryk
Terry O. McBeath
Christopher B. McDermott
Georgette McDermott
Sheryl A. McKemy
William E. McKemy
Susan P. McKenna-Spoon
Patricia R. McLaughlin
Jason S. McLean
Anne McMillin
Chris P. Miller
Rosemary Misch
Charles P. Monroe
Janis R. Monroe
Hal D. Morris
Helen J. Morris
Robert D. Morris
Verna E. Morris
David E. Murdock
D. Jean Myles
James N. Najima
Diane M. Nault
Julie L. Neibaur
Robert J. Nemeth
Barbara L. Neuzil
Stephen W. Neuzil
Donna D. Newsom
Jennifer Nichols
Joel Nichols
C. Timothy Nolte
Don Nomura
Barbara E. Norton
John M. O’Brien
Nancy C. Oesterle
Nathan i. Ozobia
Maurice R. Palermo
Richard E. Palmer
Charles G. Parmelee
Elyssa Patmas
Alfred L. Patterson
Barbara K. Patterson
Darwin Paustian
Kathleen Paustian
Christine Pavlakis, 
Gordon W. Petrie
Nicole M. Petrik
Gail S. Pfrommer
James L. Pfrommer
Kevin D. Phelps
L. Ralph Piercy
Lynn M. Piercy
Theresa M. Pitts
John Piva
Kathy Piva
Frank M. Ponticello
Teri Ponticello
Frederick S. Priest
Geralyn J. Prior
Barbara B. Prupas
Albert H. Purdue
Cheryl H. Purdue
Donna R. Reimer
Jeanne G. Reitz
Thomas E. Rembetski
Marjorie M. Reynolds
Morgan Richards
Douglas W. Richmond
Stephanie Richmond
Howard Ritchie
Mariteresa Rivera Rogers
Teri D. Rodriguez
Rene M. Rores
Ryan P. Ross
Debbie L. Rossi
Nicholas D. Rossi
Melissa L. Rowles
Beverley Rowley
James M. Salika
Jennifer A. Satre
Philip G. Satre
Wanda S. Sauerland
Kathleen M. Schegg
Lee Schegg

Scott S. Schellin
Cheryl Schwartz
David Schwartz
Jane Schwenk
Dan Scoggin
Joey E. Scolari
Gary Scoppettone
Barbara J. Scully
Celia G. Scully
Peter A. Scully
Bruce S. Seal
Katie J. Seguine
Jennifer L. Sexton
Mark J. Sexton
May S. Shelton
Keith M. Shonnard
Mary B. Shonnard
Kenneth A. Silva
Judith A. Simons
Michael F. Simons
Paula A. Smith Dermody
Ann M. Snavely
Derek J. Sola
Gloria D. Spradlin
Frank J. Stadler
Bernadine L. Standish
Paula K. Stanko
Margot Stapleton
Catherine J. Stemmler
Michael B. Stewart
Kristi A. Stouder
Rhonda Strunk
Kerry L. Sutherland
Garrett z. Sutton
Charles A. Sweet
Robin Sweet
Marsha Tarte
Robert Tarte
Diane D. Thorkildson
Peter N. Thorkildson
Jean Tobman
Van N. Tran
Mary B. Trimble
Kimberly Tsuda
James N. Tufteland
Valerie A. Tufteland
Andrew J. Urban
Ruth P. Urban
Anne Marie Utter
John Utter
Laurie M. Van Epps
Robert Vargas
Charlie Vaughn
Joanne Vaughn
Christine M. Veach
Judy L. Vidal
Sheri C. Vogel
Bernice Wagner
Robert A. Wagner
Brooke L. Walker
Shouhua Wang
Annie E. Ward
James T. Warren
Victoria D. Warren
Beverly Watson
Norma Webster
Ranson W. Webster
William Whitfield
Annette F. Whittemore
Harvey Whittemore
Margie R. Wilkinson
Stephen Wilkinson
James T. Williams
Margaret Williams
John S. Williamson
Virginia T. Williamson
Mark Wood
Joseph K. Wray
Shaela L. Wray
Hilda B. Wunner
Nancy L. yamamoto
Sandra young
Karen zamboni
Katherine zeigler
Maryann zucker
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langer joins medical school as associate 
dean for clinical and translational research
Robert Langer, m.D., mPh, above, has been hired in the new 
position of associate dean for clinical and translational research. 
in this position, he will help develop and advance the School 
of Medicine clinical research operations with a particular focus 
on building external grant support and improving its clinical 
and translational research infrastructure.

in addition, Langer will be developing mentorship programs 
in collaboration with senior faculty in order to advance clinical 
research activity. He has also been appointed as a profes-
sor of allied health sciences at the University of Nevada Las 
Vegas, and is the principal investigator of a recently submit-
ted five-year $20 million NiH proposal to develop clinical and 
translational research infrastructure across seven states in the 
mountain west region.

hill hired as marketing director 
Susan hill, m.a., aPR, is the new director of marketing and 
communications for the School of Medicine and the Division 
of Health Sciences. As a member of the institutional advance-
ment team, she will coordinate the School of Medicine and the 
Division of Health Sciences, including marketing the clinical 
practice of the medical school. 

parcells named 2012 social worker of the 
year in nevada
Jim Parcells, director of Mojave Mental Health, was named 
the National Association of Social Workers’ 2012 NASW Social 
Worker of the year for Nevada. He began his social work career 
at Southern Nevada Adult Mental Health Services, then co-

founded and subsequently directed Mojave Adult, Child and 
Family Services since 1992.

This organization is a Medicaid provider for severely mentally 
ill adults and severely emotionally disturbed children. He has 
served as vice president of NASW Nevada and has served on 
the annual conference committee for several years.

2012 employees of the year honored 
Sherry marcu of the Office of Academic Affairs in Las Vegas 
and Bill Swager of the Reno iT department were honored 
as classified employees of the year for the School of Medi-
cine. Practice plan employees of the year were Denise kelly, 
Department of internal Medicine in Las Vegas and Janice 
Saephan, Department of internal Medicine in Reno.

traffic safety program earns grant
The Center for Traffic Safety Research, a collaboration between 
the School of Medicine and the Nevada Office of Traffic Safety 
in the Department of Public Safety, received approval for its 
grant entitled “Vehicular Crashes in Nevada: integration of EMS 
Data to NDOT and Trauma Center Medical information” for 
2013. The center’s goal is to provide local, state and federal 
agencies with valuable information to address crash and crash-
related medical issues in Nevada.

School of Medicine faculty involved with the Center for Traffic 
Safety Research include: Deborah kuhls, m.D., principal inves-
tigator and associate professor of trauma; John J. Fildes, m.D., 
co-principal investigator and vice chairman, surgery depart-
ment; Timothy Browder, m.D., co-principal investigator and 
assistant professor of trauma; and Bill Brown, project director.  

school recognizes nevada ems
Officials from the University of Nevada School of Medicine 
recognized the contributions of Nevada’s emergency medical 
services at a ceremony held in conjunction with the Nevada 
Association of Counties 2012 Annual Conference in Carson City 
last fall.

At the NACO conference, evan klass, m.D., the School of 
Medicine’s associate dean for statewide initiatives and Gerald 
ackerman, director of the Nevada State Office of Rural Health, 
presented certificates to those county government officials in 
attendance to honor county EMS professionals.

The School of Medicine has a long history of partnering with 
State of Nevada EMS professionals. The school provides online 
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training, has sponsored the rural state EMS conference for the 
past 21 years and offers technical assistance and educational 
programming to bolster EMS programs across Nevada through 
the Critical Access Hospital Flex Program.

yan earns nih grant
wei yan, m.D., Ph.D., above, associate professor of physiol-
ogy and cell biology, has been awarded a $246,545 grant by 
the National institute of Health for his study on the potential 
contributions of sperm-borne small noncoding RNAs to fertil-
ization and early embryonic development. This is the fourth 
such grant he has earned from the NiH in his eight years at the 
School of Medicine.

ezeanolue earns two grants to combat hiv
echezona ezeanolue, m.D., a pediatrician with expertise in 
HiV, received two separate grants to help combat the spread 
of HiV.

The first, a research project grant (RO1) awarded by the 
National institute of Health, is in the amount of $893,375 over 
two years, and will test an innovative approach to increase HiV 
screening among pregnant women and their male partners in 
developing countries. wei yang, m.D., Ph.D., a professor with 
the University of Nevada, Reno’s School of Community Health 
Sciences in Reno, is co-investigator. 

The second grant is a three-year Ryan White Part D funding 
totaling $562,290 from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Health Resources and Services Administration.  
it is held in collaboration with co-investigator David Jackson, 
m.D., professor of obstetrics and gynecology at the School 
of Medicine, along with University Medical Center of South-

ern Nevada, Southern Nevada Health Department and other 
community partners. its purpose is to provide comprehensive 
care for women, infants, children and adolescents with HiV in 
Southern Nevada.

simulation-based training for delivering 
bad news
School of Medicine faculty and staff, above, collaborated on a 
training project to address the lack of an established method 
for giving bad news about catastrophic perinatal events. 

The project involved using patient-actors, or “standardized 
patients” to play the role of patients, so medical students and 
residents can practice their communication skills in a safe train-
ing environment.

Existing studies have confirmed that there is significant 
psychological distress on the patient and physician if either is 
unprepared to share adverse sonography findings, so David 
Jackson, m.D., professor of obstetrics and gynecology, set out 
to develop a communication simulation scenario for perinatal 
sonography. The simulation allowed four OB-GyN residents 
to experience two simulations, while a group of students ob-
served from a classroom, watching a live feed.

school hosts student association
The School of Medicine hosted the national conference for the 
Student National Medical Association in Las Vegas in Janu-
ary. Nearly 80 medical/pre-medical students from across the 
U.S. attended the weekend event, learning about specialties, 
planning for the fourth year of medical school and previewed 
residency and fellowship programs at the medical school.
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PAtient Age gRouPs, LAs vegAs (2012)

LAs vegAs

Reno

0-10

11-25

26-49

50-75

76+
14,464
26.9%

7,107
13%

11,011
20.4%

16,571
30.8%

4,493
8%

12,458
15.1%

14,101
17.1%

24,793
30.4%

26,073
31.6%

4,438
5.3%

PAtient visits, schooL of Medicine (2012)*

PAtient Age gRouPs, Reno (2012)

178,267
63%

100,589
36%

*Figures account for multiple clinic visits by the same patient.

The University of Nevada School of Medicine is the largest multi-
specialty medical practice in Nevada with 18 clinic locations in 
Las Vegas and Reno and outreach to rural communities.

With nine offices each in Las Vegas and Reno, the School of Medicine’s clinics offer outstanding primary patient care in pediatrics, 
family medicine and internal medicine and specialties including wellness/weight management, obstetrics/gynecology, urogyne-
cology, surgery, plastic surgery, psychiatry, gastroenterology, neurology, rheumatology and sleep medicine.

Patient Care

faCts anD figures
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