2021 ACADEMIC
HOODING CEREMONY

M University of Nevada, Reno
School of Medicine




42nd ACADEMIC
HOODING CEREMONY

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
CLASS OF 2021



ACADEMIC HOODING CEREMONY

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
DEAN’S ADDRESS

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

HOODING VIDEO

INTRODUCTION OF
PHYSICIAN’S OATH

ADMINISTRATION OF
PHYSICIAN’S OATH (PAGE 7)

CONFER DOCTOR OF MEDICINE DEGREE

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES

CLASS PRESIDENT’S
CLOSING REMARKS

2 | 2021 ACADEMIC HOODING CEREMONY

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.

Professor, Family and Community Medicine

Dean, University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine
Vice President, Health Sciences

David J. Skorton, M.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer
Association of American Medical Colleges

Class of 2021

Jonathan L. McCaleb, M.D. ‘07, ‘11R, ‘15F
President, University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine Alumni Chapter

Class of 2021

Brian E. Sandoval, J.D.
President, University of Nevada, Reno

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.

Melissa P. Piasecki, M.D.
Executive Associate Dean

Timothy K. Baker, M.D.’04
Senior Associate Dean, Academic Affairs

Cherie A. Singer, Ph.D.
Associate Dean, Admissions and Student Affairs

Lisa A. Calvo, M.D.
Interim Associate Dean, Medical Education

Tyler G. Allen
President, Class of 2021

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN: THOMAS L. SCHWENK, M.D.

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.

To the Class of 2021,

On behalf of the entire University of Nevada, Reno community — our faculty and staff members,
community partners, friends and supporters and the Nevada System of Higher Education, all of whom
have contributed to your education — I offer my congratulations! Each of you is about to become an
alumnus of our School of Medicine.

Think back to when you began this journey called medical school — our greetings to you the first
morning of orientation week, the new bonds you formed with your classmates, Family Day, pancakes
and receiving your very first white coat. At that point, the medical school road ahead probably felt
endless. Yet here you are, at the end of this first critical phase of medical education and looking ahead
to the future. Today marks the beginning of a lifetime of informal learning, practice and professional
satisfaction.

We understand that this in-person and virtual hybrid ceremony is not the way you wanted to celebrate.
Our educational and events leaders applied all of their considerable energy and creativity to make

this celebration as memorable as possible, an enormously challenging task as pandemic regulations
constantly changed. Regardless of how we celebrate, it is your accomplishment — what it took to get
here and where you will go from here — that is really important.

You no doubt thought your medical career was ruined when you were pulled from your clerkships in
March 2020. But the enduring commitment to excellence by UNR Med medical educators, physicians,
scientists and staff members prevailed, as did your resilience, and you are as well-educated and ready
for further training as any prior class.

Commencement, as the word itself is defined, is truly just the beginning. As you leave here, there are
patients waiting for your compassion and humanism. There are students, residents and colleagues
waiting for your mentorship. There are communities, hospitals and clinics waiting for your leadership.

And there is a School of Medicine waiting for your service as ambassadors, to show the world how
our values, history and traditions have influenced your professional and personal lives.

Graduation is a time of great celebration, with just a touch of bittersweet. We are sad that you

are leaving, but so proud to welcome you as alumni of the University of Nevada, Reno School of
Medicine. We are happy for you, for your success and for the excitement and satisfaction you will
experience in your professional life to come.

As you enter the next stage of your medical education, always remember the oath you have pledged:
To practice your profession with conscience and dignity, to put the patient first, to keep sacred the
doctor-patient relationship, and to never permit considerations of religion, nationality, race, politics or
social standing to intervene between your duty as a physician and your patient.

I hope you graduate with pride in your training and experiences. Above all, I hope you know how
committed we are to continuing our tradition of outstanding medical education, so you are always
proud to say that you graduated from the University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine.

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.

Professor, Family and Community Medicine

Dean, University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine
Vice President, Health Sciences
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2021 HOODING KEYNOTE SPEAKER — DAVID J. SKORTON, M.D. PROGRAM DEDICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

David J. Skorton, M.D., is president and CEO of the AAMC (Association of American Medical
Colleges), which represents the nation’s medical schools, teaching hospitals and health systems, and CLASS OF 2021 PROGRAM DEDICATION

d . . . . . . . *
academic societies Dedicated to the victims and first responders of the COVID-19 Pandemic

Dr. Skorton began his leadership of the AAMC in July 2019 after a distinguished career in
government, higher education, and medicine. In his first year at the AAMC, he addressed social issues
that affect health, guided the AAMC through a pandemic, and built a multiyear strategic plan to
tackle the nation’s most intractable challenges in health and health care, working to make academic

.. . . . . UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 2021 AWARDS CEREMONY HONOREES
medicine more diverse, equitable, and inclusive.

With special nominations by the Class of 2021 available at med.unr.edu/graduation.

Dr. Skorton has contributed to the national response to the coronavirus pandemic through frequent
interactions with senior government officials and appearances in national media. When national

protests erupted over police brutality, Dr. Skorton was an outspoken voice for ending systemic racism ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
in academic medicine and addressing persistent health disparities. We thank and acknowledge the collaborative contributions of our UNR Med Dean’s Office, Admissions and
David J. Skorton, M.D. Student Affairs and Advancement and Engagement teams who made this program possible.

Previously, Dr. Skorton served as the 13th secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, where he oversaw
19 museums, 21 libraries, the National Zoo, numerous research centers, and education programs.
Prior to that, he served as president of two universities: Cornell University (2006 to 2015) and the
University of Iowa (2003 to 2006), where he also served on the faculty for 26 years and specialized
in the treatment of adolescents and adults with congenital heart disease. A pioneer of cardiac imaging
and computer processing techniques, he also was codirector and co-founder of the University of lowa
Adolescent and Adult Congenital Heart Disease Clinic.

A Distinguished Professor at Georgetown University, Dr. Skorton is an elected member of the
National Academy of Medicine, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the American
Philosophical Society, as well as a lifetime member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a fellow
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He also served on the AAMC Board of
Directors from 2010 to 2013, and he was the charter president of the Association for the Accreditation
of Human Research Protection Programs Inc., the first group organized specifically to accredit human
research protection programs.

Throughout his career, Dr. Skorton has focused on issues of diversity and inclusion. A nationally
recognized supporter of the arts and humanities, as well as an accomplished jazz musician and
composer, Dr. Skorton believes that many of society’s thorniest problems can only be solved by
combining the sciences, social sciences, and the arts and humanities.

Dr. Skorton earned his B.A. and M.D. degrees from Northwestern University. He completed his
medical residency and fellowship in cardiology and was chief medical resident at the University of
California, Los Angeles. He is married to Robin Davisson, Ph.D., an award-winning scientist, who
is a professor of molecular physiology at Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine and
Weill Cornell Medical College, as well as a professor of medicine at Georgetown University and an
emerging visual artist.
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NEVADA SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

BOARD OF REGENTS Mark W. Doubrava
Chair, District 7, Clark County

Carol Del Carlo
Vice Chair, District 9, Carson City, Churchill, Douglas, Esmeralda,
Lander, Lyon, Mineral, Storey and Washoe Counties

Joseph C. Arrascada
District 10, Washoe County

Patrick J. Boylan
District 5, Clark County

Byron Brooks
District 3, Clark County

Patrick R. Carter
District 6, Clark County

Amy J. Carvalho
District 12, Clark County

Jason Geddes
District 11, Pershing and Washoe Counties

Cathy McAdoo
District 8, Clark, Elko, Eureka, Humboldt, Lincoln,
Nye and White Pine Counties

Donald Sylvantee McMichael, Sr.
District 4, Clark County

John T. Moran
District 13, Clark County

Laura E. Perkins
District 1, Clark County

Lois Tarkanian
District 2, Clark County

NEVADA SYSTEM OF Melody Rose
HIGHER EDUCATION Chancellor
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PHYSICIAN’S OATH

| SOLEMNLY PLEDGE TO CONSECRATE
MY LIFE TO THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY;
| WILL GIVE TO MY TEACHERS THE RESPECT
AND GRATITUDE THAT IS THEIR DUE;

| WILL PRACTICE MY PROFESSION
WITH CONSCIENCE AND DIGNITY;

| WILL RESPECT THE SECRETS THAT ARE

CONFIDED IN ME, EVEN AFTER THE PATIENT HAS DIED;
| WILL MAINTAIN BY ALL THE MEANS IN MY POWER, THE HONOR
AND THE NOBLE TRADITIONS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION;
MY COLLEAGUES WILL BE MY SISTERS AND BROTHERS;

| WILL NOT PERMIT CONSIDERATIONS
OF AGE, DISEASE OR DISABILITY,
CREED, ETHNIC ORIGIN, GENDER,
NATIONALITY, POLITICAL AFFILIATION,

RACE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION,
SOCIAL STANDING OR ANY OTHER
FACTORTO INTERVENE BETWEEN
MY DUTY AND MY PATIENT;

| WILL MAINTAIN THE UTMOST RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE;
| WILL NOT USE MY MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE
TO VIOLATE HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL
LIBERTIES, EVEN UNDER THREAT;

| MAKE THESE PROMISES SOLEMNLY,
FREELY AND UPON MY HONOR.
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CLASS OF 2021

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE + CLASS OF 2021

Neha Agrawal

Residency
Internal Medicine
Oregon Health & Science University

Honorary Hooders
Yashpal Agrawal, M.D., Ph.D.
Reitu Agrawal, Ph.D.

Special Thanks

Thank you family, friends, and faculty for showering me
with unconditional love and support all throughout the
long journey of becoming a physician.

Anne Marie Tonge Aiyuk

Residency
Pediatrics
Children’s Hospital Oakland

Honorary Hooder
Caleb Aiyuk, Pharm.D.

Special Thanks

I would like to specially thank my family for their
unending love, support, and dedication. You inspire me
to be better! I would also like to thank the friends that
stood by me and encouraged me throughout this process.
Finally, I would like to thank the staff and faculty at
UNR Med who advised and supported me. I am grateful
to have had you in my corner.

Tyler Gavin Allen

Residency
Orthopaedic Surgery

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical Education —

Minnesota

Honorary Hooders
Mary Allen
Daniel Allen

Special Thanks

Thank you mom and dad for your love and support;

the examples you set and the encouragement you gave
allowed me to achieve my dreams. Thank you Hillary
and Madi for being my best friends and inspiring me with
your own accomplishments. Thank you Kent for coming
into this family and making it all the better.

Alexandra Marie Arguello

Residency
Orthopaedic Surgery

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical Education —

Minnesota

Honorary Hooders
Kimberly Arguello, J.D.
Javier Arguello, J.D.

Special Thanks

I am so incredibly grateful for the love and support of
my family, friends, and mentors. Special thank you to
my parents and my brother, my orthopaedic surgery
mentors in the Reno community, and my mentors at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham. Thank you for
your guidance and for sharing this day with me.

10 | 2021 ACADEMIC HOODING CEREMONY

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE « CLASS OF 2021

Henrik Babajanyan

Residency
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Anesthesiology

Honorary Hooder
Malena Babajanyan

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Natalie N. Bain

Residency
Family Medicine
Family Health Centers of San Diego

Honorary Hooders
Karen Bain
David Bain

Special Thanks

Thank you, God! Thank you, Mom, Dad, Por Por,
Grandma, Matthew, Lauren, and Paige. Thank you to my
cousins and aunts and uncles. Thank you for all your love
and support! Thank you to the patients who welcomed
me into their lives. Thank you to my beautiful friends
who have made me better and continue to excite me to a
future in medicine. And thank you, Henry and Callie, for
being so cute!

Colin Thomas Baldwin

Residency
Family Medicine

University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder
Nicole Baldwin

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Cameron Berg

Residency
Anesthesiology
Oregon Health & Science University

Honorary Hooders
Timothy Berg
Darla Berg

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE + CLASS OF 2021

Nicco J. Buffolino

Residency

Medicine - Preliminary

Ophthalmology

University of Colorado School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder
Thomas J. Buffolino

Special Thanks

Special thanks to my mother Cynthia Smith, Linda Nana
Donnelly, Janell NooNoo Donnelly, Megan MaeMae
Hurlburt, and Erin Bertha Donnelly.

Jaclyn Riana Cerceo

Residency
General Surgery
Arrowhead Regional Medical Center

Honorary Hooders
Jeanie Kaufman Cerceo, D.D.S.
Martin Alexander Cerceo, J.D., M.A.

Special Thanks

These words of gratitude could never fully capture

the level of appreciation I have for those who have
helped me earn this degree. My deepest thanks to
everyone—my parents, brother, boyfriend, roommate,
classmates, friends, family, community mentors, and
UNR Med advocates. Thank you for inspiring, teaching,
and encouraging me, and for bolstering my pursuits

to represent the medical profession with integrity and
compassion.

Jonathan Matthew Dang

Residency
Medicine — Preliminary
UNLYV School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder
Raymond Dang

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Morgan Ann Derby

Residency
Emergency Medicine
John Peter Smith Hospital

Honorary Hooders
James Derby
Laurie Derby

Special Thanks

Mom and Dad, thank you for listening to my frequent
rants, wiping away my tears, and showering me with
your love and support. Weston and Danielle, thank you
for letting me crash at your house and steal your dog
when I needed some stress relief and family time. To my
extended family and friends, thank you for keeping me
sane during this amazing experience and for all of your
support. Love you all!
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE « CLASS OF 2021

Alyssa Morgan Eckert

Residency
Pediatrics
University of Utah Health

Honorary Hooder
Kathryn L. Eckert, M.D. ‘89

Special Thanks

Thank you to my family for the home-cooked meals and
puppy playdates, my friends for keeping me grounded
and (usually) talking me out of that fifth cup of coffee,
and the incredible folks at UNR Med for cheering me
on. This diploma may have my name on it, but it also
belongs to everyone who helped me along the way. I am
forever grateful for your love, support, and guidance.

Nathan Matthew Escorial

Residency
Emergency Medicine
Desert Regional Medical Center

Honorary Hooders
Rhymel Escorial
Lori Meyerowitz-Horine

Special Thanks

Special thanks to my parents, my family, my friends,

Dr. David Benaron, Dr. Kathryn Eckert, and Dr. Joseph
Heflin, Dr. Tom Parchman, Dr. Scott Shepherd and Dr.
Patricia Ellison for helping me make my dreams a reality.

Katelyn Fellows

Residency
Psychiatry
University of Arizona College of Medicine - Tucson

Honorary Hooder
Spencer Fellows

Special Thanks

I’d like to thank my husband, Spencer for his unending
support, helping me run through flash cards, and being

a “standardized patient” for taking blood pressure again
and again. | thank my parents for their encouragement
and enthusiasm both during medical school and every day
leading up to it. I also thank my Grandma Joey for her
commitment to education and sharing that love with me.

Fernando Flores-Mendez

Residency
Emergency Medicine — ACMC
Advocate Health Care

Honorary Hooders
Ma del Rosario Cristina Navarro
Leticia Mendez Navarro

Special Thanks
Thanks to all my family and friends for all your support.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE + CLASS OF 2021

James Fowler

Residency

Internal Medicine

University of North Dakota School of Medicine and
Health Sciences

Honorary Hooder
Edwana Fowler

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Sarah Gebrezghi

Residency
Obstetrics - Gynecology
University of Colorado School of Medicine

Honorary Hooders
Elsa Russom
Girmai Gebrezghi

Special Thanks

Thank you to my parents for supporting me through this
journey, Anthony for always loving me even with all
the melt downs these last 4 years, and to Dina and Don
for making sure my stomach was full with tasty food.
Couldn’t do it without all your love and support.

Micaela Kathleen Gomez

Residency
General Surgery
University of Arizona College of Medicine - Tucson

Honorary Hooder
Myron Gomez, M.D., ‘80

Special Thanks
Thank you for your unwavering support and for being an
inspiring mentor.

Taylor Paul Gurnea

Special Thanks
Thank you to my family for your unwavering support
along the way.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE « CLASS OF 2021

Justin Garrett Hacnik

Residency
Emergency Medicine - Spohn
CHRISTUS Health

Honorary Hooders
Joseph Hacnik
Stephanie Hacnik

Special Thanks
Thank you to Mom, Dad, Christopher, Julia, Grandma,
Grandpa, and Kate.

Cody Harry

Residency
Family Medicine
Kaiser Permanente Santa Rosa

Honorary Hooder
Brenda Harry

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Haviva Kobany, M.Ed.

Residency
Obstetrics - Gynecology
St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center

Honorary Hooder
Elena Kobany

Special Thanks

Thank you to my mother (Elena Kobany), sister
(Gabriella Kobany), boyfriend (Michael Rudokas),
stepfathers (Marc Powell & Joseph Davis), and the many
mentors that have contributed to my medical training. I
would also like to personally thank Dr. Peter Lim and Dr.
Toby Frescholtz for always believing in me and pushing
me to be the very best clinician I can be!

Micaela Marie Koci

Residency
Ophthalmology
University of Missouri

Honorary Hooder
Timothy M. Koci, M.D.

Special Thanks
Thank you to my parents, Tim & Lisa, for the
unconditional love and support always.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE + CLASS OF 2021

Michael T. Lee

Residency
Transitional Year
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education Consortium

Interventional Radiology - Integrated
University of Arizona College of Medicine - Tucson

Honorary Hooders
Tina Lee
Kylie Thomas

Special Thanks

To my mom, dad, sister, and the Thomas family, I can’t
thank you enough for the love and support you have
given me throughout this journey. To my beautiful
girlfriend, Ms. Kylie Thomas, you have been my rock
throughout this whole process and I certainly would not
have accomplished this challenge without you!

Sally Sealu Leong

Residency
Internal Medicine
Harbor - UCLA Medical Center

Honorary Hooder
Stewart Leong, M.D.

Special Thanks
Thank you to my mentors, friends, and especially my
family for their endless support.

Therlinder Lo

Residency
Internal Medicine
Olive View - UCLA Medical Center

Honorary Hooders
Qi Ping Lo
Po Kan Lo

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Kelly Nicole Lujan

Residency
Pediatrics
Naval Medical Center Portsmouth

Honorary Hooder
Katharine Kelly-Ballinger

Special Thanks
Thank you to my family and friends who have given
endless support and pushed me to be better, every day.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE « CLASS OF 2021

Irvin V. Ma, M.Ed.

Residency
Internal Medicine
University of Colorado School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder
Jing Chen

Special Thanks

Thank you Mom and Dad, you have sacrificed so much
for me to be where I am today, and I can never thank
you enough. Thank you to my mentors Dr. Baker,

Dr. Yamamoto, and Dr. Coppes for your support and
guidance. Finally, to Erika, for being there for me
unconditionally throughout this journey.

Andres Madrid

Residency
Emergency Medicine
University Hospital - MU Health Care

Honorary Hooders
Ana Reyes
Lourdes Paez

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Matthew Christopher Malone

Residency
Psychiatry

University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine

Honorary Hooders
Kim Malone, M.D.
Myah Malone

Special Thanks

Thank you to my UNR Med family for all of the support,
encouragement, and great memories over the years. You
all are amazing people, and I wish everyone the best in
your future endeavors!

Nicholas Tetsuya Manasewitsch

Residency
Transitional Year

Special Thanks
Thank you to my family and friends who have supported

Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education Consortium  me on this journey.

Radiology - Diagnostic
University of Washington

Honorary Hooder
Emily Manasewitsch
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE + CLASS OF 2021

Kiran R. Mathew

Residency
Internal Medicine
California Pacific Medical Center

Honorary Hooder
Nita Mathew

Special Thanks

Thank you to my dear family, friends and mentors
who have supported me on this incredible journey
to becoming a compassionate, caring, and resilient
physician.

Elizabeth Anne Matley

Residency
Pediatrics
UC Davis Health

Honorary Hooders
Marshall Matley
Stephanie Matley

Special Thanks

A special thank you to my incredibly kind and loving
parents, Marshall and Stephanie, who instilled in me the
value of hard work, getting me to where I am today. A
thank you to my three amazing sisters, Rebecca, Katelyn,
and Caroline, who inspired me to go into the wonderful
field of pediatrics. Thank you to my loving boyfriend,
Tajghi, who supported me through the ups and downs of
medical school. I love you all.

Jessi McMinn

Residency
Family Medicine
The University of Arizona College of Medicine - Phoenix

Honorary Hooder
Wayne McMinn

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Kaitlyn Nicole McOsker

Residency
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Baylor College of Medicine

Honorary Hooders
Jill Jacobson
Kevin McOsker

Special Thanks

Thank you to my family and friends for all of their
love and support! I would not be here today if it were
not for them. I love you all! And thank you to all

of my classmates and mentors who have helped me
along the way.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE « CLASS OF 2021

William Jennings Miller 111

Residency Special Thanks

Via Christi Family Medicine My deepest gratitude for those that have helped me open

KU School of Medicine - Wichita doors and walk paths towards fulfilling my calling as a
physician and servant of the underserved.

Honorary Hooder

Elizabeth Ann Miller, M.S., CFLE

Neigena Mobaligh

Residency Special Thanks

General Surgery Thank you to my family and friends for supporting me

Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital through this journey, for believing in me when I didn’t
believe in myself, and encouraging me to never give

Honorary Hooders up on my dreams. I am forever indebted to you all. A
Obaid Mobaligh special thank you to my parents who always go above
Lailoma Mobaligh and beyond to support me. To my dear Agha Jaan, I did

it. I’'m officially Doctor Saib!

Laura Hemker Moles, M.S.

Residency Special Thanks
Emergency Medicine Thank you to all the family, friends, and mentors that have
University of Southern California supported and believed in my scenic route to an M.D.

Honorary Hooder
Brant Randall Moles

Munachimso Lucille Onyinyechi Ndukwu, MBA

Residency Special Thanks

Internal Medicine I want to thank God for bringing me here. I want

UNLYV School of Medicine to thank my amazing family for all the support and
encouragement they have given me every step of the

Honorary Hooder way. Special thank you to my mom. My role model, my

Evarista C. Nnadi, M.D. angel on earth and my heart in human form. I love you

more than words can express. Nne Dokintor and Nne
Rawyer. Thank you for all that you have done for us.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE + CLASS OF 2021

Kyle Frederick Norton

Residency
Transitional Year
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education Consortium

Anesthesiology
UC San Diego Health

Honorary Hooder
Dodd Hyer, M.D. ‘83

Special Thanks

Thank you to all my family and friends who have
supported me. I am most grateful for my wife, Ari, who
has been my rock through this process and am excited to
forge ahead with her, and our new baby girl, by my side.

Shefali Shailesh Patel

Honorary Hooder
Shailesh Patel, M.D.

Special Thanks

Forever thankful to my parents, sisters, brothers, friends,
and dearest loved ones. Couldn’t have done it without
you. Much love.

Lazaro Rafael Peraza

Residency

Otolaryngology

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical Education -
Minnesota

Honorary Hooders
Francisco Peraza, M.D., ‘07R
Marisol Crespo, M.D.

Special Thanks

Thank you to my wonderful parents. Your selfless
affection and dedication to me has been the driving force
in all of my successes and achievements. This degree is
for you. You left your careers behind so I could have my
own, and for that, I will be forever thankful. Thanks to
you, I know that I am capable of exceeding even my own
expectations. Gracias por todo. Los quiero.

Anshula Prasad

Honorary Hooders
Arvind Kumar, M.S.
Aparajita Kumar

Special Thanks
Thank you to my family, friends, and mentors who have
nurtured me into the person I am today.
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Claire Quang

Honorary Hooder
Robert del Carlo, Ph.D.

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Rachel Renee Rauber

Honorary Hooder
William Rauber, D.V.M.

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Casey James Reid

Residency
General Surgery
Loma Linda University

Honorary Hooder
Sharon Wright, M.D.

Special Thanks

Thank you to my family, friends, and mentors
throughout my life. I wouldn’t be here if it were not for
your endless support.

John Rolshoven, M.S.

Residency

Emergency Medicine

The University of Arizona College of Medicine —
South Campus

Honorary Hooders
Leanne Diss, M.S.
Nancy Kuncheff

Special Thanks

It was most certainly not a one-man team! Thank you to
my wonderful wife and family, amazing friends, UNR
Med faculty and staff, and my mentor, Dave Benaron.
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Darius Roohani

Honorary Hooder
Houshang Roohani

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.

Anita Savell

Residency
Transitional Year
Wellstar Kennestone Hospital

Dermatology
UC Davis Health

Honorary Hooder
Denise Savell, DNP, RN, PHNA-BC

Special Thanks

Thank you to my mom for years of unrelenting
encouragement, reassurance, and kindness. Thank you

to my dad for his support. Thank you to Abhijaat for

his humor, positivity, and patience. Thank you to my
mentors and teachers—especially Dr. Michael Heaphy—
who invested their time in my education. Finally, thank
you to the scholarship donors who sponsored me. I am
the first physician in my family, and you all helped make
that possible.

Marisa Ann Sewell

Residency
General Surgery
Oregon Health & Science University

Honorary Hooder
Mitzi Miller, M.D.

Special Thanks
Thank you to my wonderful family and friends for all of
their support to get me where I am today.

Austin Shinagawa

Residency
Interventional Radiology - Integrated

Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center

Honorary Hooder
Lauran Evans, M.D. ‘20

Special Thanks

I am honored by and sincerely appreciate the support
of my family, faculty, mentors, and classmates. Lauran,
you are my inspiration and the reason behind my
accomplishments. Thank you all so much and I hope I
will make you proud throughout my career.
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Shanna Simone Strauss, M.S.

Residency
Emergency Medicine
Brown University - Rhode Island Hospital

Honorary Hooder
Ryan Nathan Strauss, J.D.

Special Thanks

I would like to thank my Husband, Ryan; my mom,
Jacquie; my mother & father in-law - Deena & Ted;

my sister, Kayla; my godmother, Marsea & godsisters

- Anya, Amelia, & Karina; Ted, Renee, & my nephews -
Ever & True; & my incredible friends - with extra love to
Anita, Alex, Morgan, Molly, Ali, Michael, Paige, Tesha,
Claudia, Aisha, Gen, Jenn, Dave, Lauren, Heidi, Julie,
Mary, Taryn, Sartor, MC Spencer, Joe & Grace.

Molly Kaylyn Svendsen

Residency
Family Medicine
Marian Regional Medical Center

Honorary Hooders
Paul Svedsen
Teresa Svendsen

Special Thanks
Thanks to Mom, Dad, Aimee, Jonathan, Brendan, Gran
gran and innumerable others for the unending support!

Connor Michael Talbott

Residency
Emergency Medicine
Riverside Community Hospital

Honorary Hooders
Chivon Talbott
Tripp Talbott

Special Thanks

This accomplishment would not have been possible
without the support of my family; most specifically my
wife (Chivon), father (Mike), mother (KayLyn), brother
(Shane), and aunt (Colleen Capurro, M.D. ‘96).

Michael Kenneth Taylor

Honorary Hooder
Lauren Taylor, PA-C

Special Thanks

Thank you so much for working so hard, professionally
and raising our beautiful three children while I have
pursued my dream of becoming a doctor. I love you and
am so grateful.
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Residency
Pediatrics
UCLA Health

Honorary Hooders
Luckose Tharayil
Gibi Tharayil

Jithil Luckose Tharayil

Special Thanks

To Dada and Amma: You gave me every opportunity and
made me the person I am today. None of this happens
without your hard work, sacrifice and love. To my
mentors: You guided me through this process and inspire
me to be better every day. To my sister, family, and
friends: for being the best support system I could ask for.

Joseph John Thomas

Residency
Pediatrics
Children’s Hospital Oakland

Honorary Hooders
Shyni Thomas
John Thomas

Special Thanks

Thank you to Pathways Joe, Bangkok Cuisine Express,
5 Star, the Lo-Fi Hip Hop girl, and the cast of The Office
for keeping me sane and fed through the last four years.
And thank you to all my family and friends for your
constant and unconditional support.

Residency
Family Medicine
University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder
Kody Milligan

Mariah Cheyenne Turcoftte

Special Thanks

Thank you to my husband for all of your support during
such an important part of my life. Thank you to my
family for always pushing me to accomplish my dreams.

Durin Yesmin Uddin

Residency
Internal Medicine
Ochsner Clinic Foundation

Honorary Hooders
Ismat Jahan
Mohammad Uddin

Special Thanks
Thank you for your support.
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Cindy Yvette Valverde

Residency
Family Medicine
Scripps Mercy Hospital Chula Vista

Honorary Hooders
Noemi Martinez
Nor Manlapaz

Special Thanks

First and foremost, thanks be to God, for I would not

be here without Him. Thank you to my family for their
constant support, especially my nieces and nephew — I
did this for you. Last but not least, thank you to my
mother for her endless love, for instilling in me the belief
that anything is possible, and for never letting me give
up. Si se pudo!

Kyle William Von Schimmelmann

Residency
General Surgery
Creighton University School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder
Sarah Von Schimmelmann, RN

Special Thanks

Thank you Mom, Dad, Leonard, and Sandie for being
the best and most loving parents I could ask for and
supporting me through this long and difficult journey!
John and Sarah, thank you for always keeping me
grounded and providing much needed comedic relief!
Thank you to all to of my friends and mentors for your
support and guidance over the years. Finally, Chase,
thank you for your love, I wouldn’t be here without you.

Austin Nikolas Witt

Residency
Orthopaedic Surgery
Baylor University Medical Center

Honorary Hooder
Hennessee Rae Witt

Special Thanks
Special thanks to my entire family, fiancé and most
importantly Hennessee Rae for always being there for me.
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2021 SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

The University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine has proudly served Nevada since it was
established by the Nevada Legislature in 1969 as the state’s first public medical school. Since then,
UNR Med has grown into a research-intensive, community-based medical school supported by more
than five decades of history and tradition.

Our vision of a healthy Nevada is supported by our mission: establishing excellence in medical
education, clinical care, research and community engagement, while committing to a culture of
respect, compassion and inclusion. Over the past fifty-two years, we have cared for more than three
million patients and trained more than 3,900 physicians, nearly 31% of whom practice in Nevada.
We are a resource for improving the quality, access and cost of health care regionally and across the
country.

The School of Medicine offers statewide outreach with a local touch by providing patient care

and physician training in northern Nevada’s urban and rural communities. We are dedicated to
educational quality, the student experience, faculty career growth and satisfaction, community
engagement, graduate medical education growth, clinical and basic science research and our health
care partners.

We are proud to provide medical students unique opportunities to participate in research projects,
receive early in-person interaction with patients and learn from physicians throughout Nevada.
With small class sizes, hands-on learning, and a student-focused environment, UNR Med continues
to train tomorrow’s physicians and researchers to provide top-quality patient care and globally
significant research.
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Madeline K. and Ronald L. Ackley Scholarship in Medicine
Fred M. Anderson Scholarship Endowment

Dr. John V. Anooshian & Anooshian Family Medical
Student Scholarship Endowment

Roxie Archie Medicine Scholarship Endowment

Dr. M. Ronald Avery Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Baker Family Medical Student Scholarship Endowment
John Bancroft Medical Scholarship Endowment

Dr. Joshua Bardin & Dr. Carol Cheney Medical Student
Scholarship Endowment

Harriet & George M. Basta Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Louis S. Bava Scholarship Endowment

Loretta W. Bell Scholarship Endowment

Dr. & Mrs. Emanuel Berger Scholarship Endowment
Mildred Bertotti Scholarship Endowment in Medicine

George G. Bierkamper Graduate Student Research
Endowment

Richard R. Blurton Award Endowment for Overall
Excellence in Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

George H. Bourget Scholarship Endowment for Medical
Students

Frances Cafferata Brown Scholarship Endowment
Edwin L. & Kathryn L. Cantlon Memorial Scholarship
Carson Medical Group Medical Scholarship Endowment
Carson Tahoe Health Medical Student Scholarship
Robert H. Case Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Chico Group Medical Student Scholarship Endowment
Isabel M. Crain Medical Student Scholarship Endowment

Isabel M. Crain Biomedical Research Scholarship
Endowment

Laura M. Cummings Scholarship Endowment
Dante Club Research Award Endowment

Dorothy Ellen Drew Medical School Endowment
Doubrava Family Medical Scholarship Endowment
M. H. Duxbury, M.D. Scholarship Endowment

Carl and Eleonora Esping Scholarship Endowment

Faculty & Staff Medical Student Scholarship Endowment
Kirk Addison Fay Medical Scholarship Endowment

Lincoln and Meta Fitzgerald Medical Scholarship
Endowment

Five Star Residents Scholarship Endowment
Carroll H. Flagg Scholarship Endowment
Joe and Renee Francis Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Michael N. and Esther R. Galli Scholarship Endowment for
Medicine

John Wayne Gattshall Memorial Scholarship Endowment
Joseph M. George, Jr. M.D. Scholarship Endowment

Caroline Graham-Lamberts, MD Memorial Scholarship
Endowment

Maria Emilia Guenechea Latino Medical Student Award
Dr. Stephen W. Hall Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Toby Ann Handelman Scholarship Endowment in the
School of Medicine

Hartman-Kanning Trust Scholarship Endowment
Healthcare Heroes Medical Scholarship

H. Hamer Holloway Memorial Scholarship Endowment
Houghton Foundation Endowment

Durward A. Huckabay, M.D. Fellowship Endowment
Richard C. Inskip Family Practice Scholarship Endowment
Jacobs Scholarship Endowment

Herbert Jacob Class of 1939 Endowed Scholarship

Wendy Jaksick Medical Student Endowment

Dick Joseph Memorial Scholarship Endowment

George Marion Kaiser Memorial Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Michael Krowka Scholarship

Dr. Lisa M. Lyons Medical School Application Endowment
Ernest W. Mack Scholarship Endowment

Dr. George R. Magee Memorial Scholarship Endowment
Harold Marks Medical Student Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Charles and Mary Marshall Student Endowment

Assemblyman John W. Marvel Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment
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Frank McCleary Medical Scholarship
Measom Family History of Medicine Award
Frank McCleary Medical Scholarship

Pauline & Jack McCloskey Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Norma McCormack Family Medicine Award

Herbert E. McCoskey Endowment

Michelson Family Scholarship Endowment in Medicine
Vaughn N. Minas Scholarship Endowment

Robert K. Myles, M.D. Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Warren Nelson Medical Student Scholarship Endowment
Nelson/Watkins Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Nevada History of Medicine Foundation Award for
Pathology Endowment

The Margarete V. Oesterle Memorial Endowment

Lillian Orchow Psychiatry Prize Endowment

Nick and Vaslie Pappas Medical Scholarship Endowment
Budd Pecetti Medical Student Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Owen Peck Scholarship Endowment

William N. Pennington Foundation Medical Scholarship

William N. Pennington Foundation Physician Assistant
Scholarship

Karen Harvey Petroni Endowed Scholarship in Medicine

Henry Malin Prupas, MD Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Lawrence “Larry” E. Pyle Memorial Scholarship
Endowment

James and Irene Rice Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Katherine Riegelhuth Scholarship Endowment

Rob R. Robertson Pre-Medical Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Joseph & Mona Rojas OB/GYN Endowment

Silas E. Ross Jr., M.D. Memorial Endowment

Dr. V.A. Salvadorini Endowment for Excellence in
Pathology

Ruth E. Saviers Scholarship Endowment

School of Medicine Alumni Association Scholarship
Endowment
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School of Medicine General Scholarship

Chester M. Scranton and Blanche Wyckoff Scranton
Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Thomas J. Scully Medical Scholarship Endowment

Paul Segal and Harold Freeman Memorial Scholarship
Endowment

Edwin & Mary Semenza Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Edwin S. Semenza Outstanding Medical Student
Scholarship Endowment

Dr. George Smith Memorial Scholarship Endowment

George and Viola Stanek Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Richard G. Sugden, M.D. Scholarship Endowment
Dr. F. Donald Tibbitts Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Jean & Herb Tobman Scholarship Endowment in Memory
of Alan Tobman & Alan J Martin

Donna Turner Rural Medical Education Award
George and Mary Tweedy Scholarship Endowment

University of Nevada Medical Student Scholarship
Endowment

Donald D. Van Dyken Award in Family Medicine
Wagner Family Scholarship Endowment
Phyllis J. Walsh Medical School Endowment

Washoe County Medical Society John Stapleton
Scholarship Endowment

Frederick and Beatrice Weisenburger Medical Student
Endowment

Charles 1. West Medical Society Scholarship Endowment
Glen E. Whiddett Medical Student Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Thomas S. White Scholarship Endowment

Louis Wiener, Jr. Medical Scholarship Endowment

Louis Wiener, Jr. Biomedical Scholarship Endowment
Jerry & Betty Wilson Scholarship

Dianne M. Winne, M.D. Scholarship Endowment

Edward J. and Hilda B. Wunner Scholarship Endowment

Jerry and Janet Zebrack Family Scholarship for Humanism
Endowment

CONGRATULATIONS

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
CLASS OF 2021

On behalf of the University of Nevada, Reno School of
Medicine Alumni Chapter and the more than 3,500 School
of Medicine alumni, it is our pleasure to officially welcome

you into the alumni family.

As our graduation gift to you, we are providing a free
three-year membership to the School of Medicine Alum-
ni Chapter. In the future, we hope that you will maintain

your membership and support our alma mater in ways
that are meaningful to you.

Learn more and stay connected at:
med.unr.edu/alumni
alumni@med.unr.edu
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