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HOODING VIDEO	 Class of 2020

From 1971 - 1977 UNR Med offered a two-year curriculum, as was common at the time.  
Students matriculated to other institutions for completion of their clinical training and granting of  
medical degrees.

To the Class of 2020: 
 
On behalf of the entire University of Nevada, Reno community—the faculty and staff members, our 
community partners, our friends and supporters and the Nevada System of Higher Education, all 
of whom have contributed to your education—I offer my congratulations! Each of you is about to 
become an alumnus of our School of Medicine.

We understand that this virtual ceremony is not the way you wanted to celebrate—it’s certainly not 
the way we wanted to celebrate with you. But I know that our educational and events leaders have 
applied all of their considerable energy and creativity to making this virtual celebration as memorable 
as possible. And however we celebrate, it is the accomplishment—what it took to get here and where 
you will go from here—that is really important.

Today marks both the end of the first phase of your medical education and the beginning of a lifetime 
of learning, practice and professional satisfaction. Think back to when you began this journey called 
medical school—our greetings to you the first morning of orientation week, the new bonds you 
formed with your classmates, Family Day, pancakes and receiving your very first white coat. At that 
point, the medical school road ahead probably felt endless. Yet here you are, reflecting on the past 
while quickly pivoting to anticipate the future.

Commencement, as the word itself is defined, is truly just the beginning. As you leave here, there are 
patients waiting for your compassion and humanism. There are students, residents and colleagues 
waiting for your mentorship. There are communities, hospitals and clinics waiting for your leadership. 
And there is a School of Medicine waiting for your service as ambassadors, to show the world how 
our values, history and traditions have influenced your professional and personal lives.

Graduation is a time of great celebration, with just a touch of bittersweet. We are sad that you 
are leaving, but so proud to welcome you as alumni of the University of Nevada, Reno School of 
Medicine. We are happy for you, for your success and for the excitement and satisfaction you will 
experience in your professional life to come.

As you enter the next stage of your medical education, always remember the oath you have pledged: 
To practice your profession with conscience and dignity, to put the patient first, to keep sacred the 
doctor-patient relationship, and to never permit considerations of religion, nationality, race, party 
politics or social standing to intervene between your duty as a physician and a patient.

I hope you graduate with pride in your training and experiences. Above all, I hope you know how 
committed we are to continuing our tradition of outstanding medical education, so you are always 
proud to say that you graduated from the University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine.

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D. 
Professor, Family and Community Medicine 
Dean, University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine 
Vice President, Health Sciences

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN: THOMAS L. SCHWENK, M.D.

Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
DEAN’S ADDRESS

CLASS PRESIDENT’S	
CLOSING REMARKS	

Misha Fotoohi 
President, Class of 2020

INTRODUCTION OF	
PHYSICIAN’S OATH	

Joseph R. Hollen, M.D. ’76  
President, University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine Alumni Chapter

ADMINISTRATION OF 	
PHYSICIAN’S OATH (PAGE 7) 

CONFER DOCTOR OF MEDICINE DEGREE 	 Marc A. Johnson, Ph.D. 
	 President, University of Nevada, Reno

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES	 Thomas L. Schwenk, M.D. 
	  
	 Melissa P. Piasecki, M.D.  
	 Executive Associate Dean

	 Timothy K. Baker, M.D.’04 
	 Senior Associate Dean, Academic Affairs

	 Cherie A. Singer, Ph.D. 
	 Associate Dean, Admissions and Student Affairs

	 Lisa A. Calvo, M.D. 
	 Interim Associate Dean, Medical Education

Class of 2020 
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2020 HOODING PROGRAM – PATRICE A. HARRIS, M.D., M.A.

Patrice A. Harris, M.D., M.A.

Patrice A. Harris, M.D., M.A., a psychiatrist from Atlanta, became the 174th president of the 
American Medical Association in June 2019, and the organization’s first African-American woman 
to hold this position. Dr. Harris has diverse experience as a private practicing physician, public 
health administrator, patient advocate and medical society lobbyist.

Dr. Harris currently spearheads the AMA’s efforts to end the opioid epidemic and has been chair 
of the AMA Opioid Task Force since its inception in 2014. During her presidency, Dr. Harris 
will continue to lead the task force as it works across every state to eliminate barriers to treatment, 
provide patients with access to affordable, non-opioid pain care, and fight the stigma faced by those 
with substance use-disorders.

Having served on the AMA Board of Trustees since 2011, and as chair from 2016 to 2017, she 
has long been a mentor, a role model and an advocate. Prior to serving on the board, Dr. Harris 
honed her broad knowledge and deep understanding of health care issues through various 
leadership roles. At the AMA these included having served for many years on the AMA Council 
on Legislation, including a term as chair, and on multiple AMA task forces on topics such as 
health information technology, payment and delivery reform, and private contracting. Beyond 
the AMA she has held positions of leadership with the American Psychiatric Association, the 
Georgia Psychiatric Physicians Association, the Medical Association of Georgia, and The Big 
Cities Health Coalition, where she chaired this forum composed of leaders from America’s 
largest metropolitan health departments.

Growing up in Bluefield, West Virginia, Dr. Harris dreamt of entering medicine at a time when 
few women of color were encouraged to become physicians. Dr. Harris spent her formative years 
at West Virginia University, earning a BA in psychology, an MA in counseling psychology and 
ultimately, a medical degree in 1992. It was during this time that her passion for helping children 
emerged, and she completed her psychiatry residency and fellowships in child and adolescent 
psychiatry and forensic psychiatry at the Emory University School of Medicine.

Two themes that govern Dr. Harris’s professional life are a passion to improve the lives of children 
and service to others. A recognized expert in children’s mental health and childhood trauma, Dr. 
Harris has led efforts on both local and national levels to integrate public health, behavioral health 
and primary care services with supports for employment, housing and education.

A distinguished fellow of the American Psychiatric Association, Dr. Harris continues in private 
practice and currently consults with both public and private organizations on health service delivery 
and emerging trends in practice and health policy. She is an adjunct assistant professor in the Emory 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, and an adjunct clinical assistant professor in 
psychiatry and behavioral sciences at Morehouse School of Medicine.

PROGRAM DEDICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Class of 2020 Program Dedication 
William B. McHugh, M.D., Ph.D., was a man who wore many hats. To the students of UNR Med, he 
was a teacher and a mentor.

We knew Dr. McHugh mostly as a neurologist who excelled in his craft and dedicated his time to teaching. 
Of course, he sought to guide us through the nuances and intricacies of neurology, but he also provided 
us with personal stories and invaluable lessons. The knowledge we gained about the nervous system was 
a critical part of our training, but the tales about Dr. McHugh’s life and career were—and will remain—
sacred and precious to us.

After his unfortunate passing, numerous students had the honor of attending his wake at Ceol Irish Pub. 
Along with Dr. McHugh’s family, friends, and loved ones, we gathered to celebrate his life and to share 
the impact he had on us all.

The Class of 2020 has chosen to dedicate our Hooding Ceremony to the memory of Dr. William B. 
McHugh, because he not only imbued us with knowledge that will allow us to care for our patients, but 
also because he served as a shining example of the physicians we hope to become one day.

University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine 2020 Awards Ceremony and Dean’s Dinner Honorees  
With special nominations by the Class of 2020 available at med.unr.edu/graduation.

Acknowledgements 
We thank and acknowledge the collaborative contributions of our UNR Med Dean’s Office, Admissions 
and Student Affairs and Advancement and Engagement teams who made this program possible.
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NEVADA SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

BOARD OF REGENTS	 Jason Geddes 
	 Chairman, District 11, Pershing and Washoe Counties

	 Mark W. Doubrava 
	 Vice-Chairman, District 7, Clark County

	 Patrick R. Carter 
	 District 6, Clark County

	 Amy J. Carvalho 
	 District 12, Clark County

	 Carol Del Carlo 
	 District 9, Carson City, Churchill, Douglas, Esmeralda, 
	 Lander, Lyon, Mineral, Storey and Washoe Counties

	 Trevor Hayes 
	 District 2, Clark County

	 Sam Lieberman, In memoriam 2020 
	 District 5, Clark County

	 Cathy McAdoo 
	 District 8, Clark, Elko, Eureka, Humboldt,  
	 Lincoln, Nye and White Pine Counties

	 Donald Sylvantee McMichael, Sr. 
	 District 4, Clark County

	 John T. Moran 
	 District 13, Clark County

	 Kevin J. Page 
	 District 3, Clark County

	 Laura E. Perkins 
	 District 1, Clark County

	 Rick Trachok 
	 District 10, Washoe County	

I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE TO CONSECRATE 
MY LIFE TO THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY;
I WILL GIVE TO MY TEACHERS THE RESPECT 
AND GRATITUDE THAT IS THEIR DUE;
I WILL PRACTICE MY PROFESSION 
WITH CONSCIENCE AND DIGNITY;
THE HEALTH OF MY PATIENT WILL  
BE MY FIRST CONSIDERATION;
I WILL RESPECT THE SECRETS THAT ARE  
CONFIDED IN ME, EVEN AFTER THE PATIENT HAS DIED;
I WILL  MAINTAIN  BY  ALL THE  MEANS  IN  MY  POWER,  THE  HONOR  
AND  THE  NOBLE TRADITIONS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION;  
M Y  C O L L E A G U E S  W I L L  B E  M Y  S I S T E R S  A N D  B R O T H E R S ;

I WILL  NOT  PERMIT CONSIDERATIONS   
OF  AGE,  DISEASE  OR  DISABILITY,  
CREED,  ETHNIC ORIGIN, GENDER,  
NATIONALITY,  POLITICAL AFFILIATION,   
RACE,  SEXUAL  ORIENTATION, 
SOCIAL  STANDING  OR  ANY OTHER  
FACTOR TO  INTERVENE  BETWEEN  
MY  DUTY  AND  MY PATIENT;
I WILL MAINTAIN THE UTMOST RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE;
I WILL  NOT  USE  MY  MEDICAL  KNOWLEDGE  
TO  VIOLATE  HUMAN  RIGHTS  AND  CIVIL 
L I B E R T I E S ,  E V E N  U N D E R  T H R E A T ;
I MAKE THESE PROMISES SOLEMNLY, 
FREELY AND UPON MY HONOR.

PH
Y
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NEVADA SYSTEM OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION	

Thom Reilly 
Chancellor

Dean J. Gould 
Chief of Staff and Special Counsel to the Board of Regents
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Brian Allen Bird
Residency  
Medicine – Preliminary 
Ophthalmology 
Eastern Virginia Medical School

Honorary Hooder 
Hardeep S. Dhindsa

Ryan Eric Allen
Residency  
Family Medicine 
Saint Louis University School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Kathy Allen

Joshua Lee Bryan
Residency  
Orthopaedic Surgery 
Virginia Commonwealth University Health

Honorary Hooder 
Gregory Bryan, D.D.S.

Nicholas Tyler Andrew
Residency  
Emergency Medicine 
Loma Linda University

Honorary Hooder 
Diana Andrew

Nathan Woodbury Camp
Residency  
Medicine – Preliminary 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Medicine

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Casa Colina Hospital

Honorary Hooder 
Jonathan Franz Camp, M.D.

Martin J. Azzam
Residency  
Transitional Year 
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education  
Consortium - Las Vegas 
 
Dermatology  
University Hospital - University of Missouri

Honorary Hooder 
Ihsan A. Azzam

Lorenzo Capannolo
Residency  
Psychiatry 
University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Mary Capannolo

Tarra Elizabeth Becher
Residency  
Psychiatry  
University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Christopher David Becher

Special Thanks 
Special thanks to Ashley Rubisch Bird for encouraging 
me to chase my dreams and then making me feel capable 
and spectacular enough to achieve them. Thanks for 
being you because it makes me want to be my best me! 
Thank you to my daughters for being a reservoir of joy. 
My parents, siblings and in-laws for your support and 
enthusiasm. Dr. Dhindsa for being an inspiring mentor. 
My classmates for the good times!

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
First I thank my wife and friend, Kendal – without whom 
this would not have been possible. You’ve done more 
for us than I could ever convey. I love you, Dear. Thank 
you, Mom, for teaching me how to think and, more 
importantly, how to love. Thank you, Dad, for showing 
me what hard work looks like. And most of all, I thank 
God for the privilege of serving His children.

Special Thanks 
Thank you Mom, Dad, Ashley, Nathan and the rest of my 
family, friends and classmates for your love and support! 
Medical school has been a long but rewarding journey, 
and I couldn’t have done it without you.

Special Thanks 
Special thanks to my wife, Brynna, for her constant 
support throughout medical school; to my dad whose 
example as a pediatric orthopaedic surgeon instilled in 
me a passion for medicine and service to others; to my 
mom, family and friends for their support.

Special Thanks 
I would like to give a very special thanks to all my 
fervent supporters throughout this incredible journey. 
In particular, my wife, Grace, my parents, Marta and 
Ihsan, and my brother, Alex. I couldn’t have done it 
without you!

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my mom and dad, my sisters, Cristina and 
Sabrina, and all of my family and friends for always 
supporting me in all of my endeavors.

Special Thanks 
Chris, you have been here every step of the way – from 
the day I decided to pursue medical school to the day I 
am graduating. Thank you for your unwavering support 
as a husband, best friend and father to our two beautiful, 
little boys! Thank you to our families who have been by 
our side celebrating every small milestone that has led 
up to this day. I couldn’t have done it without you!
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Patrick A. Cassiday
Residency  
Emergency Medicine 
UC Davis Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Jody M. Hansen

Shanthan Challa
Honorary Hooder 
Sravya Challa

Kevin Michael Cleary
Residency  
Family Medicine 
Creighton University School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
James Cleary

Neal Kwame Ekpoudia
Residency  
Surgery – Preliminary 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education  
Consortium - Las Vegas

Honorary Hooder 
Marietta Nelson, M.D.

Special Thanks 
To my wife, Jody, and boys, Killian and Silas, who 
joined this world during this journey. Without you, 
it would not be worth it, and without your support, 
it would not be possible. To my parents, brother and 
family for a lifetime of love and support.

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my parents, Jim and Tina, for their 
constant support and never-ending enthusiasm for my 
chosen path. Without them, I would never have been 
able to shimmy through the last 26-or-so years.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all of my family and friends. When I 
thought it was impossible, you all helped push me to 
believe in myself. I can’t thank you enough for that.

Lauran Evans
Residency  
Otolaryngology 
UCLA Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Steven Evans, M.D.

Megan Floyd
Residency  
Anesthesiology 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Jill J. Stutzman

Misha Fotoohi
Residency  
Family Medicine 
University of Utah Health

Honorary Hooder 
Jonathan Fotoohi

Jonathan Gevorkian
Residency  
Surgery 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso

Honorary Hooder 
Natalie Gevorkian

Special Thanks 
My achievements are only possible because of the 
continuous support from my family – especially my 
parents, who are my role models, my friends and Austin. 
Thank you for always being there for me, even when I’m 
grumpy and exhausted. I am only here today because of 
you, my support system. And thank you to UNR Med 
faculty and staff, who helped me pursue my passions 
during medical school.

Special Thanks 
To my husband, Rick, without whom I would have never 
had the courage to dream so big. Our life’s adventure is 
my greatest joy and proudest accomplishment. To my 
parents, who provided a childhood that allowed me to 
flourish and instilled in me the belief that I am capable. 
To my siblings, Neil, Britt and Sadie, my forever friends. 
You all are the pillars of my life, my heart is filled with 
thankfulness to God.

Special Thanks 
My sincerest gratitude to my parents, brother, sister-in-
law and nephews for their unfailing love and support. 
And a special thank you to the faculty, residents 
and administration of UNR Med’s Family Medicine 
Residency program for helping me discover my calling.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my parents, my dog Apollo, and 
especially my sister, Natalie Gevorkian. I couldn’t do 
this without all of your support.
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Natalie Gevorkian
Residency  
Pediatrics 
Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Jonathan Gevorkian

Matthew James Gwiazdon
Residency  
Internal Medicine 
University of Utah Health

Honorary Hooder 
R. Nathan Slotnick, M.D.

Jonathan Habashy
Residency  
Surgery – Preliminary 
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education  
Consortium - Las Vegas

Honorary Hooder 
Hosny Habashy, M.D.

Jonathan Lyle Holt
Residency  
Surgery – Preliminary 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education  
Consortium - Las Vegas

Honorary Hooder 
Brittani Marie Holt

Special Thanks 
I would like to thank my parents and brother for all 
of their love and support. I could not imagine going 
through this journey without them. Thank you for 
standing beside me through the good times and the bad. 
I am the best version of myself because of you.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to the friends and loved ones who supported 
me along the way. I would not be here without you.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to God, for to Him I give all the glory 
and honor! Thank you to my incredible family for 
motivating me and inspiring me to always be the 
best that I can be. Thank you to my best friends and 
classmates for always supporting me and believing in 
me. Thank you to SMCOCLV for your constant love 
and prayers. I thank you all genuinely from the bottom 
of my heart – we did this!

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my family, my children and my beautiful 
wife for all of their support. I could not have achieved 
this day without all of your help.

Ryan Joseph Hood
Residency  
Anesthesiology 
Baylor College of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Robert Neville, DPM, FACFAS

Nikki Javia
Residency  
Pediatrics 
University of Florida College of Medicine – Jacksonville

Honorary Hooder 
Sudha Javia

Ryan Lonell Johnson
Residency  
Medicine – Preliminary  
University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Tracey Johnson

Steven Kim
Residency  
Medicine – Preliminary 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Medicine

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
MetroHealth Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Rachael Eun Joo Kim

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
Thank you for all your love, support and sacrifices. I 
couldn’t have done this without you!

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
Family, friends, mentors, Kobe Bryant
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Clinton Michael Kolseth
Honorary Hooder 
John Iliescu, M.D.

Rma Kumra
Residency  
Internal Medicine 
The University of Arizona College of  
Medicine – Phoenix

Honorary Hooder 
Baldev Kumra

Sharon D. Malwane
Residency  
Pediatrics 
UC Davis Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Shyama Malwane

Austin Marett
Residency  
Emergency Medicine/Pediatrics – Emergency Medicine 
Indiana University School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Donna Marett

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all of my family and friends for supporting 
me through this challenging process – you know who 
each of you are. I wouldn’t have been able to do this 
without your support, advice and mentorship. As I 
move on to the next chapter, I look forward to all the 
opportunities I will have to make you proud and give 
back to the field that has already given me so much.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to Mom for your unconditional love, Dad for 
your unwavering support and Bhupinder for laughing 
with me to help me through each crisis. I am grateful 
for Shainne, Gladys, Arti and Pooja for listening to 
every rant. To my med school friends: We made it! 
Most importantly, thanks to Avinash, my brother, for 
being my reason and motivation for medicine. I love 
you and miss you.

Special Thanks 
Thank you Amma for your unconditional love, support, 
guidance – and also food! You’re the reason I’ve made 
it this far. I’m who I am today because of you. Thanks 
Dungi, Elizabeth, Evangela and Miyuki for the fun 
distractions, listening to my rants, keeping me sane, road 
trip support and always being there! Thanks to my med 
school friends for helping me survive this journey. I’m 
lucky to have you guys, and I love you all!

Special Thanks 
For a debt that cannot be repaid – to endearing friends, 
sorely departed grandparents and a family that anyone 
would be lucky to have – thank you. This journey and 
those to come are ours to share.

Shane David Marsili
Residency  
Medicine – Preliminary 
Ophthalmology 
University of Kentucky HealthCare

Honorary Hooder 
David Craig Marsili

Tyson Sean Matern
Residency  
Neurosurgery 
University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics

Honorary Hooder 
Lorie Matern

Erika Cordero Mauban
Residency  
Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital

Honorary Hooder 
Rene Mauban, M.D.

Rodel Padron Maulit
Residency  
Psychiatry 
University of Hawai’i

Honorary Hooder 
Norma Delos Reyes Padron

Special Thanks 
To my wife, Jasmine Marsili, for making every moment 
of life so incredible.

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
Mom and Dad, I am blessed and honored to have you 
as my parents. By observing your interactions with your 
patients, I was able to recognize how meaningful this 
calling is. I am grateful for your guidance in leading me to 
medicine. This achievement would not have been possible 
without your support, both emotional and financial. Your 
modeling of diligence, selflessness and compassionate care 
will continue to light my path. Love you, Erika.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my parents, Norma Padron and Ronnie 
Maulit, for all of your sacrifices. Your dedication and 
compassion to your children has helped us achieved 
our dreams. To my family and friends, thank you for 
your support.
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Patrick Jason McGuire
Honorary Hooder 
Marissa Cynthia McGuire

Austin Paul Meng
Residency  
Emergency Medicine 
University of Florida College of Medicine – Jacksonville

Honorary Hooder 
Stephen Jackson, M.D.

Trevor Dylan Moravec
Residency  
Neurology 
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
John A. Kincheloe, M.D.

Bryn E. Morris
Residency  
Plastic Surgery (Integrated) 
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical  
Education – Arizona

Honorary Hooder 
Mitzi Miller, M.D.

Special Thanks 
This day is dedicated to my wonderful family and friends 
who made all of this possible. I am eternally grateful 
for your love and support through all of the trials and 
tribulations this journey has produced. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. I love you all so very much.

Special Thanks 
I am forever grateful to my caring parents for the 
endless support leading up to this day. Becoming a 
physician has been a dream of mine for a long time, and 
I owe a great deal of my success to them. Academics 
and hard work were always valued in my family 
growing up, and have helped me navigate the long road 
to my greatest accomplishment yet.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my wonderful wife, who has supported 
me throughout this process and is as much – if not more 
– deserving of this accomplishment as I am. Thank 
you to my mother for listening to all of my excitement, 
happiness and complaints over these past years. Thank 
you to all of my friends and family, who I may not have 
seen often, but have appreciated knowing that you are 
all there for me when needed.

Special Thanks 
To my husband... you deserve all the love and aloha I 
can possibly give. We did it! A special thanks to our 
families for their encouragement and support.

Patrick Hugh Mullett
Residency  
Emergency Medicine 
The University of Arizona College of   
Medicine – South Campus

Honorary Hooder 
Conita Mullett

Madison Elise Murray
Residency  
General Surgery  
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Honorary Hooder 
Michael Murray, M.D.

Megan Rachelle Oberbillig
Residency  
Pediatrics 
University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics

Honorary Hooder 
Angela Carter

Kelly O’Connell
Residency  
Transitional Year 
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education  
Consortium - Las Vegas

Radiology-Diagnostic 
UC Davis Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Rion O’Connell, M.D.

Special Thanks 
Foremost, thank you to my mom, dad and sister, Megan. 
You have been my biggest supporters throughout life and 
throughout my medical education. I could not have done 
it without you guys. Special thanks to Dr. Kenneth Hunter 
for being an excellent professor and an exemplary role 
model in the medical field. Your teachings were essential 
in my recognizing a rare disease process in my mother and 
aiding her diagnosis. We are forever grateful.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my family for your unwavering love and 
support. I couldn’t have done any of this without you!

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my mom and dad, for being the best 
parents a girl could have. Thank you to my sister for 
being my best friend and showing me what strength 
really is. Thank you to my husband for being my 
biggest fan in everything I do. Thank you to the 
Halterman Family for being so supportive. Thank 
you to my friends for always being there for the big 
moments. I love you all!
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Venea Tan Omandac
Residency  
Anesthesiology 
UC Davis Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Betty Tan Omandac

Diana Padilla
Honorary Hooder 
Flori Meraz

Zachary Mason Paquette
Residency  
Anesthesiology 
UCLA Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Tobey Gansert, M.D., ‘08, R’09

SeHoon Park
Residency  
Orthopaedic Surgery 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Sun Ran Kim

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my family, friends, and mentors for all your 
support over the years. Thank you for being there for 
me when I needed you and for always being patient and 
understanding when I was stressed with school. When 
things got hard and I lost faith in myself, thank you for 
continuing to believe in me and cheering me on. I could 
not have made it here without you all. I am so grateful.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my family and friends, who have become 
family, for supporting me, inspiring me and sharing 
laughter and great times with me during this long, crazy 
journey. Thank you to my dog, Pablo, for being my 
cutest and most loyal study buddy. Finally, thank you to 
every single person who has taken the time to teach and 
mentor me.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all who have helped and supported me along 
the way. I wouldn’t be where I am today without you!

Special Thanks 
Mom, Aunt Jina, Grandma, Dennis, Nathan, Erica and 
Chanelle, thank you for all of your love and support.

Nelson Vicente Quezada Jr.
Residency  
Anesthesiology 
University of Southern California

Honorary Hooder 
Omar Canaday, M.D. R’11

Jenna Joy Rassuchine
Residency  
Emergency Medicine 
UC Davis Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Brad Rassuchine

Visesh Israel Ravikumar
Residency  
Pathology 
University of Colorado School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Sneha Ravikumar

Joseph C. Rebman
Residency  
Anesthesiology 
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Brieana M. Rebman

Special Thanks 
I would like to thank my family, friends and classmates 
for being there for me throughout this arduous, but 
incredible journey. It is through your unconditional love 
and support I was able to fulfill my dreams of becoming 
a physician.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my parents, Kym and Brad, for their 
unconditional support throughout my entire life and 
especially this journey. Thanks Hayley and Ed for being 
loving siblings. Thanks to my wonderful whole extended 
family including Nana, Papa, Granny and Grandpa Alex in 
heaven – life would not be nearly as great without you all. 
To the best friends a person could have, Karlee, Alexis and 
Hannah – the fridge is still unlocked.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my parents, brother, sister and 
grandparents. Today’s success would not have been 
possible without your constant love, support and steady 
stream of humorous shenanigans.

Special Thanks 
My heart is full of gratitude and love for God, my 
family and friends that have supported me through this 
amazing journey. It’s been awesome! A special thank 
you to my wonderful wife and children for all of your 
sacrifice and love as we have been on this exciting 
adventure together.
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Arash Roohani
Residency  
Pathology 
UCLA Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Houshang Roohani

Robert Screen
Residency  
Pathology 
University of North Carolina Hospitals

Honorary Hooder 
Kevin Screen, D.C.

Prem Balaji Senthil Kumar
Residency  
Anesthesiology 
Montefiore Medical Center – Einstein Campus

Honorary Hooder 
Senthil Kumar Vellingiri

Matthew Claibourne 
Shonnard
Residency  
Medicine – Preliminary 
University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Baylor University Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Neal H. Shonnard, M.D.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to all my family and friends who supported me.

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
Many thanks to my friends and family who have 
supported me on this challenging journey.

Special Thanks 
Special thanks Wook – for the role you undertook and 
the flaws you constantly overlook. Flowing like a brook 
thanks to this rhyme book for the rightfully forsook. But 
before I abandon this hook, I hope you know – it’s to 
you I look; and in my proudest moments – you were the 
cook. Thanks, buddy.

Craig Paul Shul
Residency  
Orthopaedic Surgery 
University of Maryland Medical Center

Honorary Hooder 
Aleksandra Shul

Sameera Siddiqui
Residency  
Neurology 
The University of Oklahoma College of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Abdul-Sami Siddiqui, M.D.

Zina Heath Stavitsky
Residency  
Pediatrics 
Oregon Health & Science University

Honorary Hooder 
Kathryn Eckert, M.D.’89

Abigail Esther Stephens
Residency  
Family Medicine 
University of Arizona College of Medicine – Tucson

Honorary Hooder 
Ana A. Stephens

Special Thanks 
Thank you to my wonderful wife, Aleks, for your 
unrelenting support. You have been there for the highs 
and kept me going through the lows. I could not have 
accomplished this without you. I love you! My parents, 
Linda and Randy, thank you for the opportunities you 
gave me and the sacrifices you made. Thank you Kevin 
and Katlin for your love and encouragement. To my whole 
family, thank you for your support and understanding.

Special Thanks 
A very special thanks to my parents, my sister and my 
friends who stayed by my side to not only support steps 
in this journey but foster my growth towards the person 
I am today.

Special Thanks 
My deepest thanks to all who supported me on this 
road. It takes a village!

Special Thanks 
Special thank you to my family for all of their support 
from the time I decided to change careers to completion 
of medical school.
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Reba Suri
Residency  
Transitional Year 
Sunrise Health Graduate Medical Education  
Consortium - Las Vegas

Dermatology 
University of Kansas School of Medicine

Honorary Hooder 
Erin Suri

Serenity Sweet
Residency  
Family Medicine 
University of Arizona College of Medicine – Phoenix

Honorary Hooder 
Loretta Sweet

Ashley Rose Tarchione
Residency  
Emergency Medicine 
Creighton University Affiliate Hospitals – Arizona

Honorary Hooder 
Jody Lynn Tarchione

Jonathan Tolman Thorpe
Residency  
Pediatrics 
The UC Irvine School of Medicine | Children’s Hospital 
of Orange County

Honorary Hooder 
Gerald Thorpe

Special Thanks 
Special thanks to my family, friends, and mentors – my 
mom for her unconditional love and support; my late father 
for serving as my role model to pursue medicine; my sister 
for teaching me to be strong and to believe in myself; my 
brother for putting things into perspective during difficult 
times; and last but not least, Dr. Shackelton, Dr. Hovenic, 
and Dr. Tack for serving as my mentors and for inspiring 
me to pursue dermatology.

Special Thanks 
First thank you to God – your word is a lamp to my 
feet, a light on my path. Thank you to my family and 
friends who have given me extra prayer, love and 
understanding in my educational journey. I want to 
give a special thank you to my son, Nehemiah, who has 
walked this journey with me as mommy pursued her 
dreams. I love you and we did it!

Special Thanks 
Thank you so much to my family, especially my parents, 
Jody and Troy, and my sister, Amanda, for their constant 
love and support throughout this journey. Your calls, 
text messages, care packages, visits and funny Facebook 
videos got me through my most stressful times in medical 
school and always reminded me how lucky I am to be so 
blessed with such a great family.

Special Thanks 
Special thank you to my bride, Mariah Thorpe, who has 
supported me throughout this journey. I love you!

Dylan Curtis Turner
Residency  
Transitional Year 
USF Health Morsani College of Medicine

Radiology – Diagnostic 
University of Florida Health Shands Hospital

Honorary Hooder 
Gary Turner, M.D.

Brian Richard Wade
Honorary Hooder 
Richard H. Wade

Nicholas Christian Wesely
Residency  
Plastic Surgery 
Spectrum Health | Michigan State University

Honorary Hooder 
Orest Wesely, M.D.

Michael Daniel Young
Residency  
Transitional Year 
University of Central Florida/HCA Healthcare  
Graduate Medical Education

Radiation Oncology  
University of North Carolina Hospitals

Honorary Hooder 
Michael Anthony Young

Special Thanks 
Thank you for your support.

Special Thanks 
Thank you to everyone who has supported me over 
these many years; I couldn’t have done it without you.

Special Thanks 
I would like to thank my friends and family for supporting 
me in any and every way I needed. Without you all, I 
would not be the person I am today, nor would I be here 
celebrating this momentous occasion. You all mean the 
world to me, and I am so blessed to have each and every 
one of you in my life. I love you all and can’t wait to share 
in the next step in my journey with you.

Special Thanks 
To my wonderful wife for her dedication and sacrifice 
in raising our four children: Without your support, none 
of this would have been possible. To our family for 
their ongoing support, love and kindness: Your time 
and effort on our behalf helped us succeed, and more 
importantly, truly enjoy medical school.
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

The University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine has proudly served Nevada since it was 
established as the state’s first public medical school by the Nevada Legislature in 1969. Since then, 
UNR Med has grown into a research-intensive, community-based medical school with more than 50 
years of history and tradition. We are a resource for improving the quality, access and cost of health 
care regionally and across the country.

Our vision of a healthy Nevada is supported by our mission: establishing excellence in medical 
education, clinical care, research and community engagement, while committing to a culture of respect, 
compassion and inclusion. We are dedicated to educational quality, the student experience, faculty 
career growth and satisfaction, community engagement, graduate medical education growth, clinical 
and basic science research and our health care partners.

The School of Medicine offers statewide outreach with a local touch by providing patient care and 
physician training in northern Nevada’s urban and rural communities. Over the past fifty-one years, 
we have cared for more than three million patients and trained more than 3,500 physicians, nearly 40 
percent of whom practice in Nevada. 

We are proud to provide medical students unique opportunities to collaborate on research projects, 
interact with patients early in their medical education and learn from physicians throughout Nevada. 
With small class sizes, collaborative, hands-on learning and a student-focused environment, UNR 
Med continues to train tomorrow’s physicians and researchers to provide top-quality patient care and 
globally significant research. 

2020 SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

Madeline K. and Ronald L. Ackley Scholarship in Medicine 

Fred M. Anderson Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. John V. Anooshian & Anooshian Family Medical 
Student Scholarship Endowment 

Roxie Archie Medicine Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. M. Ronald Avery Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment

Baker Family Medical Student Scholarship Endowment 

John Bancroft Medical Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. Joshua Bardin & Dr. Carol Cheney Medical Student 
Scholarship Endowment 

Harriet & George M. Basta Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment

Louis S. Bava Scholarship Endowment 

Loretta W. Bell Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. & Mrs. Emanuel Berger Scholarship Endowment 

Mildred Bertotti Scholarship Endowment in Medicine 

George G. Bierkamper Graduate Student Research 
Endowment

Richard R. Blurton Award Endowment for Overall 
Excellence in Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences

George H. Bourget Scholarship Endowment for Medical 
Students 

Frances Cafferata Brown Scholarship Endowment

Edwin L. & Kathryn L. Cantlon Memorial Scholarship

Carson Medical Group Medical Scholarship Endowment 

Carson Tahoe Health Medical Student Scholarship 

Robert H. Case Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Chico Group Medical Student Scholarship Endowment 

Isabel M. Crain Medical Student Scholarship Endowment

Isabel M. Crain Biomedical Research Scholarship 
Endowment

Laura M. Cummings Scholarship Endowment 

Dorothy Ellen Drew Medical School Endowment 

Doubrava Family Medical Scholarship Endowment 

M. H. Duxbury, M.D. Scholarship Endowment

Carl and Eleonora Esping Scholarship Endowment 

Faculty & Staff Medical Student Scholarship Endowment

Kirk Addison Fay Medical Scholarship Endowment 

Lincoln and Meta Fitzgerald Medical Scholarship Endowment 

Five Star Residents Scholarship Endowment

Carroll H. Flagg Scholarship Endowment 

Joe and Renee Francis Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Michael N. and Esther R. Galli Scholarship Endowment for 
Medicine

John Wayne Gattshall Memorial Scholarship Endowment

Joseph M. George, Jr. M.D. Scholarship Endowment

Caroline Graham-Lamberts, MD Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment 

Maria Emilia Guenechea Latino Medical Student Award

Dr. Stephen W. Hall Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Toby Ann Handelman Scholarship Endowment in the School 
of Medicine 

Hartman-Kanning Trust Scholarship Endowment 

Healthcare Heroes Medical Scholarship

H. Hamer Holloway Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Houghton Foundation Endowment 

Durward A. Huckabay, M.D. Fellowship Endowment 

Richard C. Inskip Family Practice Scholarship Endowment

Jacobs Scholarship Endowment 

Herbert N. Jacobs, M.D., Class of 1939 Medical 
Scholarships

Wendy Jaksick Medical Student Endowment 

Dick Joseph Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

George Marion Kaiser Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. Michael Krowka Scholarship 

Dr. Lisa M. Lyons Medical School Application Endowed 
Award

Ernest W. Mack Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. George R. Magee Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Harold Marks Medical Student Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. Charles and Mary Marshall Student Endowment 

Assemblyman John W. Marvel Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment 
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Frank McCleary Medical Scholarship

Measom Family History of Medicine Award

Frank McCleary Medical Scholarship

Pauline & Jack McCloskey Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment 

Norma McCormack Family Medicine Award

Herbert E. McCoskey Endowment 

Michelson Family Scholarship Endowment in Medicine 

Vaughn N. Minas Scholarship Endowment 

Robert K. Myles, M.D. Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Warren Nelson Medical Student Scholarship Endowment 

Nelson/Watkins Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Nevada History of Medicine Foundation Award for 
Pathology Endowment 

The Margarete V. Oesterle Memorial Endowment 

Lillian Orchow Psychiatry Prize Endowment

Nick and Vaslie Pappas Medical Scholarship Endowment 

Budd Pecetti Medical Student Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. Owen Peck Scholarship Endowment 

William N. Pennington Foundation Medicine Scholarship

Karen Harvey Petroni Scholarship Endowment in Medicine 

Henry Malin Prupas, MD Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment

Lawrence “Larry” E. Pyle Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment 

James and Irene Rice Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment 

Katherine Riegelhuth Scholarship Endowment 

Rob R. Robertson Pre-Medical Scholarship Endowment

Silas E. Ross Jr., M.D. Memorial Endowment 

Dr. V.A. Salvadorini Endowment for Excellence in Pathology

Ruth E. Saviers Scholarship Endowment 

School of Medicine Alumni Association Scholarship 
Endowment 

Chester M. Scranton and Blanche Wyckoff Scranton 
Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Thomas J. Scully Medical Scholarship Endowment 

Paul Segal and Harold Freeman Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment 

Edwin & Mary Semenza Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment 

Edwin S. Semenza Outstanding Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment 

Dr. George Smith Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

George and Viola Stanek Medical Student Scholarship 
Endowment 

Richard G. Sugden, M.D. Scholarship Endowment 

Dr. F. Donald Tibbitts Memorial Scholarship Endowment 

Jean & Herb Tobman Scholarship Endowment in Memory of 
Alan Tobman & Alan J Martin 

Donna Turner Rural Medical Education Award

George and Mary Tweedy Scholarship Endowment

Donald D. Van Dyken Award in Family Medicine

Wagner Family Scholarship Endowment 

Phyllis J. Walsh Medical School Endowment 

Washoe County Medical Society John Stapleton Scholarship 
Endowment 

Frederick and Beatrice Weisenburger Medical Student 
Endowment

Charles I. West Medical Society Scholarship Endowment

Glen E. Whiddett Medical Student Scholarship Endowment

Dr. Thomas S. White Scholarship Endowment

Louis Wiener, Jr. Medical Scholarship Endowment

Louis Wiener, Jr. Biomedical Scholarship Endowment

Jerry & Betty Wilson Scholarship

Dianne M. Winne, M.D. Scholarship Endowment

Edward J. and Hilda B. Wunner Scholarship Endowment

Jerry & Janet Zebrack Family Scholarships for Humanism – 
Integrity, Respect, Altruism, Duty and Humility

CONGRATULATIONS
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

CLASS OF 2020
On behalf of the University of Nevada, Reno School of

Medicine Alumni Chapter and the more than 3,500 School
of Medicine alumni, it is our pleasure to officially welcome

you into the alumni family.

As our graduation gift to you, we are providing a free
three-year membership to the School of Medicine Alumni

Chapter. In the future, we hope that you will maintain
your membership and support our alma mater in ways

that are meaningful to you.

Learn more and stay connected at:
med.unr.edu/alumni

alumni@med.unr.edu
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